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Prime Minister's Mppreciation.

Prime Minister is glad that Shri Igbal Narain
Gurtu’s old students are planning to bring out
a commemoration volume to show their affection,
regard and appreciation of his work. As one who
-had the privilege of being associated with Shri
Tgbal Narain Gurtu in various capacities in the
course of the last forty years, Prime Minister
would like to join in this appreciation and

to send his good wishes to Shri Igbal Narain
Gurtu on this occasion.

Extraet from the Letter of Prime Minister’s Secretary. i
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The \Vlce-eresldcnt of lndian lRepub]ic.

New DELHI.

31st July,53.

Fa a7
ViCE-PRESIDENT
.

Dear Professor Ramapati Shukla,

I arrived here yesterday and
saw your letter about Pt.Igbal Narain
Gurtu Commemoration Volume. It is
rot- possible for me to write an article
as the last date is over, But I may
express to you my very deep appreciae
tion of the great qualities of
incegrlty, independence and selfless
service to the cause of education
which Pt,.Gurtu has rendéred for
many many years. I am proud to call
him my friend.

Yours sincerely,

(S.Radhakrishnan).



SIR MAHARAJ SINGH, . The Manot
EX-GOVERNOR, BOMBAY. Simla, ( W. 3
‘ Punjab.
29-7-53

“Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu is an old and valued friend. I have
always appteciated his great contribution to higher Education
and his personal integrity. His Vice-Chancellorship of the
Allababad University and Pro-Vice-Chancellorship of the
Banaras Hindu University ‘are still gratefully remembered by
his colleagues and his students. In spite of his advanced years
he has retained his physical and mental vigour, and I trust.

that he will be spared to his country for many years.

(Sd.) Maharaj Singh.



SHRI K, M. MUNSHI, . _ GOVERNOR'S CAMP,
GOVERNOR, UTTAR PRADESH.*

UTTAR PRADESH. August 14, 1953.
..

My friend, Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu, is one of those who
lived and worked for higher ideals. T hope his example will
serve to inspire us all.

" (5d) K. M. Munshi.



A Tribute

[ Shri N, Sri Ram, President, Theatophical Socicly ] ‘

1 have the greatest pleasure in adding my tribute to the
volume which is to commemorate Pandit Igbal Narain Gustt’s
life and scrvices to the cause of Indian Education. 1 have had
the honour of knowing Panditji since 1913, that is for necarly
40 years. Even then he shone as a little star on the then clear
pure Banaras horizon. Little as it then seemed, it has since
ascended to a degree of lustre which has carried its beams to
much wider horizons.

What we need in India more than anything clse is righe
cducation—an observation which has long been true, but truer
now than ecver before. The type of cducation with which
Panditji was identified in the Central Hindu College in the
early days represented a blend of what is best in the Indian reli-
gion and in the sentiments of a renaissant India. At every step
in his educational work he has brought to it the influence of
the same forces but inricher and increasingly purer measure,
and if one secks an cxample of a person who shows in himself
how broad and noble, cultured and cosmopolitan the products of
these forces can be, that example is to be found in Gurtu-ji
himself.



“The Mother™
{ D1 Annse Besam ]
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" $ian Section of Theosophical Socicty gave Igbalji 2 soom
- ove. the buildings. in which Tara Printing Works were and
A1 are located, though Iqbalji was not formally 2 fncmbcs'of
~:S, There were very fow  buildings, then in Indian Section
. ounds too 5 but there was a good-large garden and fresh air,
.th CH.C.-across road. Sometime later, 2 house was secured
21 him, on rent, to cast of CH.C., also with only a road bet-
seen. It belonged to an old school-fellow of minc, had a small
. arden attached to it, and was sufficient for him and his family
. wife and very small daughters.
.. Conversions of sprit, aspirations for service of God enshrin-
“din human form, usually come into 2 sensitive spititual mind
uddenly ; and the person to whom such afflatus comes, does not
“ause to think out pros and cons, bat rushes straight in, Ancient
“Jutras of Narada and Shandilya say that the Bhakta-devoree, for
“ervice of his Beloved Deity, Vishnu,’ ‘All-pervader,’ swims
“across oceans { like Hanuman ) and bores through mountains
*(like Fathad in the Persian story of Shirin and Farhad). A Persian
*verse ( perhaps of Hafiz ), repeated to meby Igbal-ji once, comes
sinto my mind,
v Man na mi goyam,
" Ke @igil biish ya farzfina biish ;
Har che bishi biish, lekin
Andaké diwiina biish.

‘I do not say be thougtful or be wisc ,

Be whatso’er you like, but be also

A“littlc mad in search of what you like?
Iqbal-jt illustrated this in bis own pesson, He had sufficient

ancestral property ; so he aband i i
oned his practice a
over to Banaras, P nd came

B ZHe ha_d at!tcnded in A ' Banaras some lectures of

Theosophists gradually
* of New Indix’.

» drove him to

e 4 him,






What | have seen of Dr. Igbal Narain Guriu

» .
[ Dc. Bhagavan Das, M. A, D. Litt, Banaras]

>

+ > While pictures of more impostant events that T have shared
in during last seventy five years (Iam now completing my
cighty-fifth ) stand out cleatly in my mind when I try to think
of them, yet memory of their years and their chronological order
is often dim and confused. It Is a psychological fact which any
onc older than 60 (barring exceptions) can verify for himself,
that when memory fades, as it must, of less important events
which link together more important ones, chain of chronalogical
order breaks and times of latter become confused. Simple
reason is that whole of past is present in memeory at once, like
whale history of a people in a book. Subject to correction,
thetefore, I will set down here what 1 have scen and konpwn of
my dear. friend Iqgbal Namm—)l, who is )ust about ten years
younger.than T am.

I think I saw him first in 1892 or 1893, I was in Governs
ment service in those years, as Tahsildar, in Allahabad, His
father, Rai Indar Narain Gurtit, was Subl]udgé there, I heard
praise of him, and called on him in one of those two years,
though it was not very usual in those days for exccutive officers
to'mix much with Judicial. I distinctly remember his appear-
aace —a small thin man with very blue eyes and long and
bushy RED beard.

Igbal-ji, then ‘a small boy, and I\vere introduced ta each
other there. T think that Rai Indar Narain returned my call
and Igbal-ji came with him. 1 leatnt afterwards that Rai Indar
Naraln’s thinness was due to his constant ill-health. Ultimately
that fell disease, consumption, carried him off in his fifty-fourth

year, before he could formally retire after completing fifty-five
and 2 full term of service,



[ 6 ]

I was sent away early in 1894 to Agta as Deputy Collector.
1 bal—]l and I lost sight of each other for some years after that.
He became M. A., LL.B., qualified for bar, and began practice
in Kanpur. I was, transferred about from district to district
till I was again posted in' Allatiabad ¢n 1897. My father 'had
passed away .some three . months before. I had joined Govesa-
ment service only at his wish. My heart was in study of Philo-
sophy and Psychology and solving the Why and Wherefore and
Meaning of Life and Death, joy and Sorrow, Good and Evil,
with the help of ancient Indian and modern Western thinkers.
So I resigned in March, 1898, and took up the work of Central

Hindu College, Banaras.

" One evening, in rains, I think, of 1905, I was Iymg in bed, ill
with malarial fever, in my house standing at one end of 2 small
garden, then very recently purchased, in order to be near C.H.C.
and now occupied by the belongings of my elder son Sri Praka- °
sa-ji. Igbal-ji turned up suddenly without any previous intima-
tion and was brought to me. He said he hid come to work in
C.H.C. and asked me to tell him where he could put up. What
little accommodation my place had, then, was morte than fully
‘occupied by my:family—wife and sons and daughters, very young
then. I'refetred Iqbal-ji to Pandit Chhedalal-ji—honorary Super-
intendent of the hostel attached to C. H. C. and part of its buil--
dings. He was equally loved and feared by the boarders, for he
was a strict disciplinarian, as-well as very kind and helpful to
them in all their needs. I learnt afterwards that Chhedalal-ji too
could not give him any room, hostel being chokeful, and so’
Iqbal-ji wandered about. the town in'a hackney carriage, and -
ultimately had to put up.in a small Dharmashala in the heatt of
the town, Banaras, premier place of pilgrimage for Hindu India.
with histoty going back to Vedic and Puranic times, has always
been very dirty; so this.must have been a great trial to Igbal-ji.

I was very sorry to learn all this whenI got a little better: Mean-. -
while, at Chhedalal-ji’s request, the then -Assistant Secretary of
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Indian Section of Theosophical Society gave Igbal-ji aroom
above the buildings. in which Tara Printing Works were and
still are located, though Igbal-ji was not formally a membes of
T. S. There were very few  buildiogs, then in Indian chti?n
grounds too ; but there was a good Jarge garden and fresh air,
with C.H.C.-across road.  Sometime later, 2 house was sccured
for him, on rent, to cast of C.H.C, also with only a road bet-
ween. It belonged to an old school-fellow of mine, had a smfxll
garden attached to it, and was sufficient for him " and his family
of wife and very small daughters.

Conversions of sprit, aspirations fot scrvice of God enshrin-
ed in human form, usually come into a scnsitive spiritual mind
suddenly ; and the person to whom such afllatus comes, does not
pause to think out pros and cons, but rushes straight in. Ancient
Sutras of Narada and Shandilya say that the Bhakta-devotee, for
service of his Beloved Deity, Vishnu, ‘All-pervader,’ swims
across oceans ( like Hanuman ) and bores through mountains
(like Farhad in the Persian story of Shirin and Fathad). A Persian
verse ( perhaps of Hafiz ), repeated to me by Igbal-ji once, comes
into my mind,

Man na mf gojam,
Kec ilgil biish ya farzfina biish ;
Har che batshi biish, lekin
Andake diwiina biish.
‘I do not say be thougtful or be wise,
Be whatso’er you like, but be also
A little mad in search of what you like.
Igbal-ji illustrated this in his own person. He had sufficient
ancestral propesty ; so he abandoned his practice and came
over to Banaras. .
-He had attended in Allahabad and Banaras some lectures of
‘Mother’ Annie .Besant, as all Indian Theosophists gradually
learnt to call her—for she was truly ‘Mother of New India’.
These lighted the spiritual fite in him which drove him to
Banaras! His'friends and celatives remonstrated with  him,
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scolded him; quarrelled with him, particularly his college-
fellow aiid lifeslong friend, brilliant conversdtionist and ra-’
contésf, popular everywhere; lat¢ Munshi Ishwar Sdran, for
deserting them.  All this I leatnt, laters on, "from M. Ishiwar,
Saran himself. But Igbal<ji was not shakeni from his resolve.

in Bagaras li¢ came more 4nd more urder the spell ©f
A.B.and became 2 z'ealo’iis‘ WO‘rket forC H C. anci Tfieompby

i,

.....

Committee with me. In 1907, G. 8. Arunddlé, Hosotary Head
Master of C. H. C. School, went on six miosths’ leave, with
his aunt and adoptive mother, Miss Francesca Ariridale, M. A.,
also an honotary teacheér of the small boys’ classes and also
of giﬂb in C. H. C. Girls’ School ( opeiied i 1903 ). Then
Iqbal ji was appomted oﬁiaatlng Hedd Master. Ladter, when
Arundale was made Principal, on Di. Asthiis R1chardson beirig
laid up with a stroke of paralysis, Iqbal-ji was again appointed
Headmaster and remained such froth 1908 to 1913,

‘Quite new to the difficult and respon31ble work of a large
and growing school ( it had about 600 students, now perhaps
1200 ot morte ) of all sizes, from 7 or 8 years to 17 or 18 in
age, he yet discharged its duties éxcc;edfngfy well. He was
a strict disciplinarian, but was'rcspeéted by teachers and loved
as well as feared by students.- Ofall the many Head Masters
that C. H. C. School has had, T believe he was the most suecess-
ful in every respect. If he was lacking in anything, it was love
of sports. I think he never did any physical exercise, never
developed muscles himself, though he has managed to - preserve
health fairly ‘well by careful and regular - habits. His lack
was made up by appointment of a very efficient . superifitendent.
of sports, late Kali Das Manik. - Also Arundale was strong on
‘cadet cotps’ and used 'to drill 200 students 4t -4 time all .ig
white uniform. . : ‘

P. K. Telang, M. A LL. B, [-Ion Prof of H1story, was 4
fine cricketer, E. A. Wodehouse, M A.(Oszon ), who gave up
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“a highly paid post in a Govt, College in Poona on the call of
Theosophy, and came to work-on a mere subsistence nllowancc,
as did Misses Palmer, Hcmngton Wilson and others-also joined
.in cricket now and thcn Undc: their ‘influence, and with
lhcxr csample and cncoumgmcm "C.H.C. produccd some
vcty fine teams of cnckctcrs, foothallers, hockey “players,, who
succcssfully held their own in many matchc: against teams
" from other local collcgcs and also the local pollcc, and occasion-
nlly, teams, from Aligach M. A, o. Collcgc

" Telang, Arundale, Wodehouse, were all of the same agc as
Iqbal- i—a fine, company—but thc) havc nll dcscttcd Igbalji
nnd gonc on to other. W orlds .

.He temamcd chd Master nll 1913, thcn rcslgncd to
become Gcncml Sccrct:lry of Indl:m Scctlon of’ Theosophical
Socncty, whxch has its Head Qu:mcrs in Banaras, I had’” held

. that officc in 1912 Hé rcmmcd thit office- for ' some years,
\thn he became General- Sccrct:u:} of the'l, S T S hc 5hlﬁ¢d
fo A.Bs B:mams Homc 'Shantt-kun)n

Aplcas:mt and nmusmg mc:dcnt comcs mlo my mmd
The year was 1912 or pcrhnps 1913 I can ‘mention these years
wnh somc ‘certainty cw en though my, mcmotxcs of chronology
are ha.zy and cloudy, M'.!laVlyn-)l though xcpcatcdly requested,
had refused 1o come on the Central® Hindw Collcgc Board of
. Trastees until a Hmdu Umvc:sxty Socxcty had bccn formcd of
which he was of course a lcadmg mcmbcr His scmor by three
yeats or more,. Sit Sundatlal, leader of the Allnhnbad High
Court Bar had .qcccptcd a seat on it sevcml years catlxcr After
‘that, Malaviyaji began to.take an actxvc mtc:cst in CH.c
aﬁ'alts and the Board’s mcctmgs Pnnccss ngfnd of Swede
had becn tounng India as British Indian Govcmments cﬂ
and vxsxted Banaras, and C. H.. C,in due course, Shcg:,'St
shown over C. H. .C. by Mnlavxya-)n, and mc Then she WC::;
-around on car, thh her own staff and the Btmsh officers in

. attendance, to the C, H, C . Gitls” School—abont 3 furlongs
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away by road. Malav1ya-]1 Iqbal-]l and 1 cut across, through
Theosophical ~Society ‘Indian Section grounds reducing the
distance to one fuilong. It \vould have been infra dzg to
actually run, but our. walking was surprisingly = fast. We
arranged to arrive at the' gate of C. H. C Girls’ School & few
seconds before Princess Sigfrid arrived there with her train.
Headed by Miss Arundale (ox was it Miss Lilian Edgar, M:A. ?)
as Honorary Head Mistress, we received her, and led her into
the Hall where all the gitl - staderits with their teachers were
gathered. One of the Princess’ staff askéd me in a whisper,
“Who is this blue-eyed Enghshmé.n in Indian dress ?” * I smiled
and said “He is a2 Kashmiri Pandit” 'and introduced Igbal-i to
him. Iqbal-]l has inherited his fathet’s blue eyes but ‘not his
red hair, nor does he fostera beard

Besides his educauonal and Theosophlcal work Iqbal—p was
also interested in Politics. I believe even before he had come to
work in Central Hindu College he was already a member of the
political Liberal party uader the influence of his old Allahabad
colleagues. In 1914 he became an active worker in ‘the political
field with A. B., and joined her Home Rule League and Worked
hard for it, touring. and lectunng I must not héfe ‘omit to
mention one 1nc1dent "As soon as news reached’ " Banaras
of the Amritsar massacre of 1919, citizens in hundreds marched
bare-foot to Town Hall, to conidemn that atrocious crime.
Igbal-ji and T went with them and spoke also.

After the 1nttoduct10n of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
Iqbal-ji was elected a member of the newly constitured U.P
Legislative Council in 1921, and agaln a second. tirae, in -1924
Here he worked nearly the full two terms of ‘three years each.
T understand that before the complet1on of the second termhe

resigned his membership of the Council as he disapproved of
the policy of severe repression adopted by the Government to
‘suppress the Non-co-operation movement. During these years

we could not meet each other as often as before, bacause -most
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of the time his Council and political work kept him busy at
Lucknow and other places, although he kept Banaras ag his
permanent home, where his family used to live in Shantikunja.
s He was offered the Presidentship ofthe Provincial Conference
of tife Liberal League held at Agra. I remember this because
hetold me jocularly one evening when Iwent to Shantikunja,
that the Presidential address he had been composing had short-
ened his life by two years, :
After his resignation from the Council and on his return to
Banaras, it was, I believe, in Decembr 1931 that he was elected
Chairman of the Municipal Board Banaras. He had hardly
held that office for a year when he was elected Vice-Chancellot
of the Allahabad University after the retirement of Sir Ganpa-
nath Jha. He remained there as Vice-Chancellor for two terms
i. e. for six years. The Golden Jubilee of the Allahabad
" University was held in his time in 1937. As Vice-Chancellor
of the.University he asked my consent to receive an Honorary
Doctorate in Literature. T of course gladly accepted and went
to Allzhabad and attended the Convocation. It was heldin
November I think. I saw a number of other recipients of the
Doctorate besides me, among them the venerable Sir P. C. Roy,
embodiment of self-denial, Sir C. Y. Chintamani, unriv-
-alled "Editor and Journalist and brilliant speaker, Sir
Mohammad Sulaiman, Chief Justice of Allahabad High Cour,
-Sir Kailas Nath Haksar—a well-known administrator and
statesman, and scveral others. Sir Ganganath Jha was also
there as one of the recipients of the Doctorate, though he had
already won a doctorate from the University by a learned thesis
on Prabhakara School of Purva Mimansa, All of these have
‘gone on before’. The Allshabad University had on this
occasion invited representatives of many universities of other
countries. 1 specially remember a professor of Al-Qahera (Cairod
University of Egypr, who said his university was the vet} oldest
on earth, haying bf:cn established over-nine hundred years ago.
The Chanceiloc was Sic Harry Haig, who had been District
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Magistrate of Banaras in 1919, since when. we knew each
other. Igbal-ji introduced each ‘recipient’ to him with a brief
para’ Wthh he read out from 2 manuscript sheet. In that para
he compxessed most effectively and falicitously the qua.hﬁcattons
of ‘each ‘rec1p1ent which enntled him -to the honour.  These
beautiful ‘thumb-nail’ sketches were published next day in the
‘Léader’: T kept a cuttmg for sormie - months '

It,was, I thmk about-1927 or. 1978 that A: B had purchased
a site at. Ra]ghat adjoining Kashi-Railway station, and started a
Montessor1 School which has . now become very large. Two
other institutions,. .2 Women’s College and 2 Boys School
- wete estabhshed by het in 1913 The Boys” '‘School | Was later_.'
Shlfted to R'l]ghat and has now developéd into an Intermechate,
College recognlsed by the Banaras Hindu University. The Wom-
en’ sCollege .now grown into a-Degree College, is also aﬁ‘ihated ‘
to B. H:-U., but s still working at Kamacha, Whenever Iqbal-]l- B
used to come to -Banaras . he rused to devote most of- his
time. to- the .affairs. -of  these three institutions. . Al‘lx. that
- he could . save: out. of . his: fairly large "‘séliaty as. Vice-,
Chancellor,  after, meeting’ expenses imposed by. the need to
maintain the dignity of his official - position——all this. saving
he gave away to A. B. s School.and. College. I learnt from
others afterwards that it amounted to about 2.lakh of tupees. : .

- After expiration of his two terms: of Vice-Chancellorship,
Igbal-ji continued to.live for. some time in.Allahabad, but used
to.come to, Banaras whenever the wotk of the ‘institutions at
Ra]ghat and Kamacha _required his presence. Bot eatly.in 1940 .
at the earnest and-insistent;request of Malaviyaji and Dr. Radha; ,
krishnan, = he took up the .Pro-Vice-Chancellorship of  the
Basiaras Hmdu University and began to live there. I remember
he asked me.whether he:should, and I advised him to do so .in -
the interests of the B, H. U, Malawya—p seemg he could not
spare time from his numerous-political and othe:c act1v1t1es, had
induced Radhaknshnan to- -Become Vlce—Chancellor But he: -
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also was often away from Banacas, giving lectures on his favo-
urite subjects, and also collecting funds for the ever-in-debt
B. H. U, So the" brunt of office-work fell on Iqbalji. He did
the work for three or foug years, practically as Honorary, letting
Unijversity pay his ex-officio expenses. .

Almost year after yeas he pays his tribute to A, B. on her
birthday—Tst of October—and some of his contributions have
also been published in. some dailies. The fatest was on 14th
November, 1952, duting the celebration of the Golden Jubilee
of the Central Hindu College, and-it was perhaps the’ finest of
all he has offered so far. ) C

He is one ot Nature’s noblemen, and India sorely needs
hundreds like him in every onc of her 29 big "and” smali ‘states,”
to lift her out of the awful demoralisation and dégeneration of

. character- that has comc upon her. May he complete the’
Vedic term of 100 years of welldived life. ’ o

~ GURTU:JI

.A cacophonous world, ruled and dominatcd"by a u&iy@fsai
lack of good manners, where old-time. grace and .courtesy _is
scoffed at as-being unmanly and . therefore ‘useless...,” in such
chaotic bedlam it was.my privilege, sometimes, 2)as too rare, to
be with Gustnji, there to take umbrage in the seréne peace which
he,radiates, unobtrusive, just naturally being himsslf,_thc?ix&;
ninetegnrh centuty.gentleman; a.type now practically extinct, yét
50 urgently- needed this.day 5. thus he poured forth his blessing
through his example~unforgettable-l'. - - .

“. Henry vad de Poll -

N



From-— ' ‘ 7 To

Dr. 8. C. De, M. A, D. tht QM Boys’ Brotherhood.‘
Banaras Hindu Umversny, Banarae 5. Besant College, Rajghat.
Dated 22nd July, 1953. ' Baunaras, 3.

Dear Sirs,

I received your letter and the reminder. Perhaps you are
not aware that though I am still alive, I have been living the
life of a helpless invalid. Icannot read nor write even with
the help of spectacles. This is the sole reason of my inability
to send you an earlier reply. Gurtu-ji is a very old and inti-’
mate friend of mine who ketps me under deep obligations in
many ways, and nothing could have given me greater pleasure
than contributing something to the Commemoration Volume
which you have decided to present him on his 76th birthday,
but due to my present weakness, physical and mental,

I find with deep regret that it is not possible for me to do so.
That is why at this eleventh hour I am obilged to do no more
than sending these few lines expressing my deep sorrow for my
inability to make any, substantial response to your request.
I hope you will kindly excuse me for this.

Iam very happy to recall the good fortune I had in work-
ing with Gurtu-ji sitting almost side by side during those
troublesome years when as Pro—Vice-Chancellor he tock up, at
the request of Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyaji and
Dr. S. Radha Krishnan, on his shoulder the heavy task of the
whole administrative work and responsibility of the Banaras
Hindu University., Every one who is connected with this
University in any way knows ‘how just, hard-working, cons-
cientious and dutiful an officer he was and what pains he took
in keeping all the office files complete and up-to-date even at
the risk of his health by sitting for hours together. He signed
no paper without examining its content -himself and passed
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no order without going through the whole case carefully., He
never did any thing that was not constitutional.  Whenever he
wanted to get any new rule passed or an old onc chanjied
or modified, he always put the whole manter before the
Counczil and never dictated any action on it until the decision of
ths Council was obtained. T presume one of the unique features
and great achicvements of Guitu-ji’s administration in the
University is not known to many people.  Though almost from
the very beginning the University was running into debis and
even though he took up the reins of the office during the
critical days when the University was in deep deficit yet by
his able and cfficient management he greatdy impsoved the
situation, year after year and he handed over the charge to his
successor with a clean siate and 2 balanced budget for the
first time in the history of the University.

Although his contribution in the ficdd of cducation has
been invaluable, he rendered prear services in the field of
politics also during Home Rule Movemeat by working as the
right hand man of Dr. Annic Besant. Many of the persons
who are holding positions of trust and sesponsibility in the
administration of the countsy at the present time, had the good
fortunc of learning at the feet of Pt. Gurtu-ji, They owe much
to the ideals he set before them.

Not only did Gurtu-ji serve the University honorarily but
also he paid the rent of the house in the form of scholarships
for students.  All his earnings as the Vice-Chancellor of the
Allzhabad University he donated to the Rajghat institutions.
He hes always been such a silent worker and a “philanthropist
that his left hand never knew what the right hand was " doing.
Many students of the University sccured ungrudging help from
Gurtu-ji throughout their cateer. They couldinever have dreamt
of being what they are today but for Gustu-ji’s generous help.

1 am happy to state that in appreciation of ‘the “invaluable
setvices which Gurtn-ji rendered to the Banaras Hindu Univer-
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sity, the members of the Court and Councrl not only conferred
upon him the tltle of | D. Litt. ( Honorls Causa) but - also
_:perpetuated his memory in. the Umversuy for ever by -associa-
ting his name - with one’ of ‘the’. blg Hostels called Dr. Iqbal
Nartain Gurta Hostel « - e .

Pt. Gurtu-ji has all "along. been a selfless worker and a
.veteran educationist., I have-great respect for -his- noble soul
‘May God bless him Wlth long life and sound health 150~ that he
_may-continue:to.inspire our young souls Who may..come .in
contact with him in years to, come

| Yours falthfully
S C De

| AFELICITATION -

8 Carmrchael Road
. Bombay, 26
Tele. 40435

August 27, 53

| offer my heartxest fehc1tatrons to Shn Gurtu-)r on the
ausprcmus occasion of hlS seventy-ﬁfth brrthday I have known
Gurtu-ji- Saheb for -over 40 years. and have always admired his -
selfless service in, the cause of education. Iam sure hundreds
-of young people he has helped during half a century are most
grateful, to him for the meritorious. setvice he has rendered to
them & the country

- Ratansi D Morarji.



Pandit lgbal Narain Guriu

CAs | know him )
De, Iralh J. S. Taraporewala,

1 first arrived in Banaras towards the end of March 1909,
My father ( Shri Jehangic Sorabji ) was at that time General
Secretary of the Indian Scction, Theosophical Socicty. I took up
my residence with him'in the Headquarters of the Society. The
day 1arrived, in the evening, 1 had my fiest  glimpse of the
C. H. C. ( that name is very dear tous all ), and what I saw
of the ‘boys there made me desire most cagerly that I might
have the good fortunc to serve there. 1 approached our
Mother ( A. B.) and she frankly told me that 1 should not
- dream of serving the C. 11 C. for anything less than o certain
salary, for she thought that my qualifications deserved at least
that much.  But she promised to keep me in mind.  That was
cncouragement cnough and 1 began regularly to go to the
playing field, to the ‘first” boarding house, and to wander about
the place generally. 1 made acqaintance with some students
and with some teachers also. I learnt that Dr. Richardson,
the Principal of the College, becoming permanently invalid,
Mr. G. §. Arundale was acting in his place. I also learnt that
the Head-Master of the School was Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu,
that he had had a serious iliness and had gone out on leave
and was now regaining his strength before rejoining his duties.
And Talso learnt that Shri Kali Prasanno Chakravarti was
acting Head-Master.

About 2 month after my arrival 1 saw one evening prepa-
rations going on for decorating the building with festaons
of bunting and flowers, Upon inquiring, T learnt that Gurta-ji
(that was thename by which we knew him then) bad re-
turned quite restored to health and that he was to be “welcomed
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home’ the next morning in the préyer_—hall of the School and
I was also invited to attend.

== had often seen Arundale going about with his boys and
the deep affection existing between them?! Outside the class-room
Arundale was the brother. I was prepated to find something
similar in the case of Gurtu-jialso, for by that time I had a
fair appreciation of the ‘Spirit of the C. H. C’. But what 1
saw and heard during the ‘welcome home’ Gurtu-ji, far exceeded
all my expectations. Isaw for the first time what the
love of students could be. I realised, as I had never done before,
the ties that bind together the teacher and the pupil. Sub-
consciously there was formed in my mind the wish that I might
one day become worthy of such love and trust. The Teachers
of the School, too, felt fully the joy of the occasion, especially
Shri Kali Prasanno, the most loyal and most affectionate of

colleagues. He had scarcely words enoughto welcome back "
his beloved elder brother.

That occasion firmly planted within me the ideas of love
and service, which formed the distinguishing characteristics of
the workers in the C.H.C. I do not quite remember, but I think
it was immediately after this gathering that I was introduced .
to Gurtu-ji and laid the foundations of friendship Wlnch has
lasted uninterrupted to this day.

But I-was feeling quite like a stranger, almost an intruder,
in this brotherthood of love and service. I was profoundly
unbappy. Then one day (about a week or two after Gurtu-ji’s
return ) our Mother asked me to send her my ‘certificates’.
That same evening our dear old Professor Jimmy Unwalla
gave me the happy news that I had been appointed as Professor
of English in the College.

Thus began my life’s work. We were then a band of
young and enthusiastic workers in C.H. C. under the leader-
ship of George S. Arundale. He was the oldest in age ( about
35 ) and overflowing with love. What he was in the College
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Gura-ji was in the School. [ have never worked more
harmoniously or more happily than with this band of young
enthusiastic servers. The first two yeaes, 1 speatin the C. 1T,
were the happiest of nly life, for in these two years 1learnt
whatlife should mean, My elder brothers, Arundale and P, K.
Telang and Gurtu-ji taught me, more by example than by direct
precept, what life of scevice should mean,  The first two have
long since passed overto the other side; the last aamed s
still among us, a living inspiration.

After my appointment in the C. H. C. our contacts and
intimacy grew apace. I was fortunate enongh to gain the love
of all.my brothers. Gurwu-ji was among the first to take me
to his heart.  One of the first things he did was inviting me
to his home (inShanti Kunj) and there he introduced me

_to his wifc and his daughters. This was in the year 1909, and
it was to me a great and unexpected honour; it was a signal
mark of his affection and trust.

We used to meet every day after our work of teaching
was over . In addition we used to meet at various meetings,
in the Theosophical Society, in ‘the Sons of Indiz’ orin the
Co-masonic Lodge. These were years of uaceasing activity.
The whole of the C. H, C. acted as one group, as one family,
whose great Leader was out Mother,

One or two oceasions with Gurtu-ji stand out vividly in
my memory. Onc was after a dinner—I think it wasin *
Connection with an annual gatherig of the C. H. C. Old Boys.
‘There were songs and music and Gurtu-ji sang in a very melo-
dious voice some thrilling lines from Khake-Hind of Pandit
Chakbast. 1 found that most entrancing. The tune still rings
in my ears and I can still see Gurtu-ji standing before us and
I still hear his voice.

Another occasion, I remember vividly, concerns the final
match of the Banaras Hockey toutnament between the C. H. C.
and another school. Feclings among students were running
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very high and we, the teachers, feared a serious breach of peace
on the field. So the match was postponed and it was decided
by=the Heads of both schools that the match should be
i)layed at a time and place to be kept eatirely secret, and thaf,

when the time came, only the two ¢teams and the teathets
should be present. It was expressly agreed that no otner
students of ecither school should be present, Somehow
the secret leaked out and when we came together at the gate
to start for the match, we found a crowd of boys clamouring to
go in. Arundale tried to explain to them that the arrangements
had been secret and no students except just the players were
permitted to be present. And then Gurtu- plamly told
them that the authorities had givén their solemn promise
thar none but the players should be present. He merely asked
them not to dishonout the sacred promise given in the name
of the C.H.C. After this we left, 20d not one student from
among those waiting at thz gate followed u us.’ Such was the
discipline prevailing in the C. H. C., enforced through love
and sweet reasoning. And Gurtu-ji’s shate, in - establishing
this, was very considerable. o :

In August 1911, I left Banaras for further studtes in
Europe. I returned home to Banaras in October - 1913, 1 re-
turned to my beloved C. H. C. ; but I found: that our ‘brothet-
hood of workets” had scattered. Arundale, had gone to Madras,
- Gurtu-ji was in Allahabad. Of our-original band, only Telang
was in Banatas working as Head-Master of the newly founded
Theosophical School.. * Perhaps, it:was' good.-that we -had
scattered, for each of us catrlc:l our message of ‘lovmd service”
learnt in the.C. H. C.,whetcver we went. L

But the split had sown seeds of distrust in the rmnds of
thc Managing Committee. In this dcpressmg atmosphere,
I was asked to occupy thie scat of Head-Master which Gurtu-ji
had occupicd. - His great .cxample always served as a beacon
lightto me. Of course I had the loyal and living co-operation



of the old teackere, who tad worked with Gurtu-ji and had
loved him. 1 must mention two=—Shri Kali Pracanne Chakra-
varti and Shri Rati Das Manik.  They alwavs were speshung
1o me ahnut Gurtu-ji and of bis worl and of bt silent influcnee
on both boyve and rcachese.

o Toadd o my dithafdies our Masaping Commines had
given orders veebally that aur boys should not mingle with
the bors of Telang's Schaol, There was even 2 verbal command
forhidding our bovs entering the parden of the Thensaphieal
Socicty, {found the positon snbearable and after several
rather stormy mectings with imdividoat membess of the Mana-
pigg Committee 1 did wring from them their consent ahout
alloWing our bays 1o mis with Telang's boys., Within 2
couple of months bath School? were freely  fraternising,
Gurrsji was warching  all shis from Alahabad and when
ke metme he was very wanm in hus appreciation of my efforts,

\\;‘.t ueed t0 ment whenever Gunaeji came 1o Banaras or
whenever Twent 10 Allahabad.  He was in Bombay in Decem-
ber 1915, when he attended my wedding and gave mc his
blessings as an elder brother, | left Banaras finally in August
1917, Since then, meetings with Guru-ji have been few and
far bewween. Ounce T was his guest 2t Allalabad for a fow
d:}ys. when he was there as Vice-Chancellor.  And 1 have met
him several times since at Banaras. In appearance all these
years have not changed him very much. e has always been
the same dear clder brother 1o me.  His cver ready smile has
lighted Jup-his face wherever he . has met me, hid “warm hand
clasp is. cver hearty and warm to greet me, and above all
there is always theold love beaming out of his cyes. 1 have
always felt that I bave. been blest *in possessing .such elder

brothers a5 Gurtu-ji; his Jove and his pure life have been my
most cherished memorics,



Note of appreciation
( Hon’ble B. Malik, Chicf Justice, Allahabad )

I met Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu for the first time wew
about forty years ago when he was the Head Master of the
Central Hindu College, Banaras, and was a member of the
famous group of men and women who had given up their pros-
pects in vatious walks of life and sacrificed themselves at the
altar of idealism to impart training and education to future
generations of Indians in the Central Hindu Schoo], the College,
and the Girls’ School and to tevive old Indian culture and teli-
gion, which due to the rude<dmpact of western civilisation and
our long subjection had received a terrible shock. T still re-
member him dressed in spotless white radiating an atmosphere
of peace, calmness and culture all around him. Since then, he has
filled many important posts : Head of the Theosophical College
and the Rishi Valley Trust of which he was the guiding spirit,
Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
-of the Banaras Hindu University, Chairman of the Banaras
Municipal Board, Member of the Provincial Legislature, "and
if T mistake not, also at one time a Member of the Home Rule
League. ‘

The fact that impresses one most about Pandit Igbal
Narain-ji is the manner in which he has always shunned the
limelight and done his work and duty hiding his good deeds
behind the cuttain of anonymity. He has inspired many men
and women who, unknown to him, are grateful for his bene-
ficient influence on their mind and character. All those, who.
have had the good luck of coming into contact with him, wish
him complete peace and happiness in his retirement on the
banks of holy Ganga in his neat and peaceful home which
reflects his well ordered mind and character.



My Reminisoenoes of Panditji  _

[ Ds. Amarnatha Jha, Ch¥irman, Public Seavice Commwsion, Bihar |
*} have known Pandi? Iqbal Nanin Guriy g0 well for so
maay years that 1 find it ditficult to believe thae ke will soon
be 75. He seems to have the secret of perpetual youth, As ]
look back across the long strerch of time, T recall many
incidents and cpisodcs, all of which strenpthen my  conviction
that in Jqbal Narain-ji we have onc of naturc’s own  geatlemen,
Whether we consider his carcer 23 Headmaster of the Central
Hikdy School, or his intimate association with the Theosophi-
al Socicty, or his membership of the Legislative Council, or
his memorable Vice-Chanecllorship of the Allahabad Univ crsity,
or the valuable service rendered by him to the Bananas Hindu
* University as its Pro-Vice.Chancellor, we are struck by his
deep devotion to duty, the complete absence of sell-interest
or self-advertisement, and his utter rectitude, 1 have had the
privilege of being associated with him in various capacitics,
1 served under him for six years while he was Vice-Chancellar
at Allahabad. 1 suceceded him as Vice-Chanccllor and subse-
quently I received from him unstinted support, when after
several years, T was for a brief period, Vice-Chancellor of the
Banaras Hinda University. 1 have had many occasions to
differ from him. But never lost my sespect for him or my
conviction that he was inspired by the highest possible motives.
He may have seemed, at times, to be too rigid, too literal in
the interpretation of statutes, too prone to adopta stern atti-
tude, when 2 soft artitude was possible. But no one cver
questioned that hewas determined to keep the best interests of
the institution in view.

People may have forgotten—for public memory is notori-
ously short—that Iqbal Narin-ji had a brief cxcarsion into
official life—as Council Sceretary of the Hon’ble Pandit Jagat
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Narain. I remember that during the interval of a meeting of
the Allahabad University Senate in the early twenties, Dt. Tej
Batiadur Sapru twitted him on this appointment. quoting the
follwing couplet of Ghalib :— . . « : o
Hud hai shah k& musahlb «phire hai 1trata 0
Wagarnd shaht men ghalib ki abroo. kyd hai”

Pandit Igbal Narain seems outwardly so, strict and stem
that those who are not intimate with him, do.not realise ihat
a keen sense of humour he has. .In a.small and selected gather-
ing of friends, he can be found to- enjoy a good joke and
even tell amusing stories himself. S ' ‘

During about 9 yeats that I Was Vice-Chancellor at Afla-
habad, the University conferred honorary degrees on onr}%iwo
persons. The fashion nows of coutse, is to distribute this rare
honour almost annually. The two persons on whom honorary
degrees were conferred, during my three terms of office, were -
Dt. C. V. Raman and Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu. As was
stated in the citation at the time the University was" conferring
this distinction on Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu, as much in
recognition of his high character and selfless public setvice as
of his great and memotrable work in the field of education.

I have not had the good fortune of ever being Igbal
Narainji’s pupil, but through my long association with him,
I have learnt much and it is, therefore, with feehngs alike of
gratitude and affection that I pay my tribute to him and join
his numerous friends and admirers in praying that he may live
for many more years yet in the en]oyrnent of good health and
peace of mind. '

..



My Reminiscences.
o (Prof. M. B. Ranc, Ex-Head of the Dept. of Chemistry, B. H. U.)

*Friends haveasked me to ‘write a few lines® only, for the
commemoration volume to be presented to Dr Igbal Narain
Gurtu on his 76th birth day, But how to write for the 76th
birth day. Tt is difficult for me to believe that Gutruji is really as
old as that, \Was it not only in October last that I saw him at
the Itarsi station rushing about up and down the platform, from
comppartment to compartment, in search of a suitable berth in
thABombay mail ? His movements were so brisk and his face
so shining and fresh— and it was midday—that I could hardly
believe that he was even 6o, and yet to-day I am told that he is
76. Ceascless activity, has been the main characteristic of
* Panditji’s life and it is that which keeps him so fit and fresh,

T met him first at Banaras in the year 1906, as a young man
fresh from the University and full of enthusiasm, come to help
Mrs. Besant in her work of the Central Hindu College, with
“Education as Service’ and freyt wif i as its mottoes. My
association with him, direct or indirect, has continued to date
unbroken, since then. T have watched him work and I have no
hesitation in maintaining that Panditji played no small part in
shaping the ideals and establishing the tradition for which
the Central Hindu College stood, and which made it, in later
years, a pioneer educational institution, spreading new ideals
of education, throughout the length and breadth of India.

Work for its own sake, and for the ideals behind the
work, was all that Guttuji cared for. He has never hankered
after applause, recognition or popularity ; and honours came to
him in rapid succession, absolutely unsolicited. Unflinching
devotion to duty, selfless and team work for the cause which
he considers as just, have been the main characteristics of his
wotk, By his silent, and unostentations work, Gurtuji has

[ concluded at page 30 ]
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to come out, that has to pass into its character, so as to give
the child a sublime cultute which might be helpful in making
it - good Citizen. The sacredness must come out and give a
colout of purity and integrity ‘to life. «That is.the right-sogt -
of education. The pupil has to be strue to himself, to« the
institution he belongs, and to his. country. He has to show
reverence to age and virtue. - That is:his sacred duty to -perform:
The educated youth has to work for consummation and progress
of civilization” . v,

According to Hindu ‘ideas a‘child is- not born with a
mind which is fabula rasa. On the contrary the mind bears with
it the history of countless past experiences in previous:-hisths,
which have left certain impressions ( saniskara ) of the soul or
the mental body ( antakikarana ). It covers-both instinct 2nd
innate ideas. ‘This forms the essence of-a man ot people For
it is the quintessence of past thoughts and acts. It is, there-
fore, that which really counts. - The samskara when embodied
in a particular man ‘explicates into the particular character,
disposition, thoughts, and acts of -that man. It!is thus -the
seed ( bija ) -of 2 man or collectively -of men. It is . the root
of type. This general racial soul is in -the.realm of "mind
which-persists like germ-plasm in life and substratum in matter
for chemical and physical changes. ‘There:have been no doubt
changes but -yet a uniformity . is noticed-in a consetvative
Indian. This . samskara is likely to be suppressed: in - certain
families both educated and  uneducated and -there may grow
up a type lacking in reverence, intolerant of control, independ-
ent to theextent of disobedience, realistic, concerned ‘metely -

with the here and now, sceptical. of or denying the existence
of God and the immortality of the Soul. ‘ ‘

1f our education be of a foreign type in which. all. that is
specifically Indian is ignored or destroyed recrudence of the

ancient samskara will follow as the “call of the blood,” and
chaos and indiscipline will endanger the political freedom. All
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that is required is to free this samskara from the superincumb-
ent foreign mzss which being unassimitated is threatening to
choke it. No pood result will be got by adoption of suggestion
g0 give up the illusion®of a glorious past which does not exist”
and to conform to the Western spirit and ways. National edu-
cation means to bring up an Indian as an Indianand not like an
American or anyone clse.  What is to ‘cducate’ but to ‘educe,’
todraw out ? What can be drawn out but that which is
potentially present in a child, and that which is present in us is
the Indian Samskara,
India has raught that man is cssentially cither that sclf-same
Spigix.,nr apartof orakin to it; that the universe is governed
by a just law; that all life is sacred; that morality is the law of
humanity which is the master of its destiny and reaps only
what it has sown; that the universe has a moral purpose; and
" thar the social strucrore must be so ordered as to subserve it.
How supremely beautiful and balanced the idea of four
Asramas was, which harmonised the World and God in one
whole. The Karma doctrine is distinctly metaphysical. It is not
a mere empirical generalisation but has a strong rational basis.
‘This is not to be identified with the physical law of causality.
This law of karma is not inexorable; far from being fatalistic it
is the doctrine according to which man is master of his destiny.
He has made himsclf what he will be, notwithstanding unfor-
tunate conditions which are duc to his previous actions. Un-
sclfish good action ( niskama karma ) does not bind, and with
true spiritual  knowledge leads to liberation, and selfish good
action done with desire for fruit ( sakama ) leads to happmcss
in this world and in heaven.

In this period of scepticism and secularism there are even
cducated Indians who belicve in none of such things. Sir
John Woodroffe boldly holds. however, that “in any case the
chicf religious and philosophical concepts of India are in their
essentials imperishable”, Whether the educational policy of
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free India will encourage the Indian people to hold- them or
not they will be taken up and added to the- cultural wealth of
the civilized world. - I will only say this, with conviction, that
if the Indian people steep themselvesc in their culture, and if
those who have lost regain their Irdian Soul, that soul will
give an Indian answer to every Indian problem which the Indian
soul suggests to itself. The Soul which replies will be spi-

ritual and endowed with that will ‘to maintain itself, from
which all success follows.*

Pandit Gurtuji is essentially an Indian. The writer had the
privilege of coming into daily contact with him for six gears
continuously at Allahabad University. His sense of impgrtial
duty with an even handed justice to everybody disturbed his
intimate friendship with “an influential magnate like C. Y.
Chintamani, but he did not relax his relentless observance of
rules and regulations. He used to relate a story about him-
self. Sombody observed that he could pass as a European,
because of his handsome complexion and stature, if he would
put on European dress. Exactly for that reason, he said, he
would not imitate western mode of living. If the boys, girls and
children of the Rishi Valley Trust and the Old Boys’ Brothet-
hood emulate his attachment to Indian culture it can be hoped
that “India will regain her lost Indian Soul” and he will be
made immortal by the continuous presence of living men and
women of his manufacture and he will be never forgotten
owing to the absence of “lifeless literature” which only has

kept alive distinguished educationists of the world like
Ravindranath Tagore.

prem

* For farther elucidation please see the writer’s ‘Glorios of Ipdﬂ
(1962 Rs. 15), Appendix I.
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Hindu ldeal of Education
A Tribute to Pr.l. N, Gurtu on his 76th Birthday
[\h\vnmnhop ldhyf\yn Dr. P, X, Acharys, LES, (Rtd) MiA,, Ph.D, D.Lit.}
s The “Old Boys, Brotherhood” has carned the gratitude of
his numerous friends and co-workers by offering an opportunity
at the 76th birthday of Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu to express
their felicitation and good wishes for many more happy returns
of the day. His motto of lifc has been neatly expressed by the
adage “Education as Service” and has been justified by the fact
thie his whole carcer is noted by his service as *School teacher,
Head master thercof, Principal of some college, Usiversity
lecturer, Pro-Vic-chancellor of onc Gniversity and Vice-chancellor
of another, and ultimately the Dirccor or Chancellor of the Rishi
Valley Trust whosc avowed obiject is ‘to build up the educa-
tional institutions for boys, girls and children’. This “avowed
object” is'not, however, made clear by the announcers. But
they have decried the importance of “bringing out books and
other more or less lifeless literature” in which Gurtuji has not
wasted his “time and resources which have been laudably
devoted “in producing really cultured and worthy sons of the
motherland with a stamp of character and integrity marked
upon them.” The Old Boys’ Brotherhood have to justify this
laudable object and the noble sacrifice of Pt. . N. Gurtu.
While “lifeless literature” has made their, authors immortal in
the field of arts and sciences, “the boys, girls and children”
bearing “the stamp” or hall-mark of Gurtuji’s educational
ideal will have to make him everlasting.

_The policy of education laid down by another great edu-
cationist, the world-famous poet _Rabindranath Tagore, has
also been “to instil respect for truth, forage (i. e. experience ),
for the jnstitution to which one belongs, and for the country
of one’s birth............the child has a lot inside and that has

( [ continued at pages 26, 27 & 28 ]
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rendered unique service to the cause of education in general and
North India in particular. The glorious record of work and the
-vast store of knowledge and experience, -that he has gathered
during the last 50 years, is really an assét, which is béund to be
of great value, in the building up and *development of the Edu-
cational Institutions under the Rishi Valley Ttust, to which he is
now dedicating his entire time, energy and resoutces.

To me the ideal of Panditji seems to be “As long as I live I
will wotk’, for he does not believe in the much-advertised joys
of retitement in a small little cortage with certain cheques comm-
ing regularly, and nothing to do but Rest. May he live for Sjm'e
years more to inspire the younger generauon is the prayesand
wish of his friend. a

L4

S. HERMIT, Cuttmd Memorial Higher Sccond'l'y School
" B.A., BEd.Sc. & Normal Training :
Principal. Banaras Cantt.

24th July, 1953
To
Prof. Ramapati Shukla

c/o Besant College, Rajghat, Banaras. 3.

Dear Sir,

Isend the following message on the 76th birthday of Dr.
Igbal Narain Gurtu :-

On Behalf of our institution I wish Dr Gurtu a happy and
long life. May he be spared to continue to be a source of inspi-
ration cspecially to those who serve as Nation-Builders and also
as a stabilising force in the cause of education in new India.

Yours truly,
S. Hermit



A Tribute

[Sri Damodar Prasad, Retired Principal, Besant College, Banaras]

*Familiarity breeds contempt’, is a vulgar proverb only
applicable for those who aim at secing the weaker side of human
nature. Farwnately nature has endowed even lowly creatures
with some beautiful aspect inhetent in its nature which we have
got to learn to appreciate.

A highly cultured and cducated man or woman not only
possesses many more of the inherent gifts of goodness in his
natere, but develops high social, intellectual and spiritual quali-
ties by his own merits. No doubt hcrcdtty plays an important
part in this transformation.

. My respected brother, Pandit Iqbal Narain-ji is one such,
" whom not only nature and heredity have endowed with valuable
gifts, but by dint of his own ability, his meterial sacrifices, his
adherence to high principles and " his association with great men
and women he has won for himself an enviable place of honour
among his fellow citizens. He is meticulously clean in his personal
life, anonymous in his generosity and chatities, thrifty in finances,
laborious in sifting facts and files, appreciative of good and hard
wotk and unsparing towards shirkers and the unscrupulous.
Wherever he has taken up work he has applied himself with
unparallelled devotion and energy dedicating all his moral and
intellectual gifts and cleansing all, ‘Augeon stables” with vigour
without fear or favour, Indeed, he has lost maay life-long friends
in his tenacious adherence to his principles,

He is a strange combination of obstinacy and understanding,
2 mosaic, 2 conglomeration bright and effulgent, smooth but
hard and impervious. He is a soft and sweet kernel inside 2
hard shell unlike a luscious looking fruit with bitter pulp.

Itis very fortunate that he has finaly settled down in the
healthy, peaceful and elevating atmosphere of Rajghat to spend
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the rest of his life amongst life-long friends and in -an
institution which he has brought up and nurtured from an

embryonic stage to matunty as his own child. Itis_ incumbant
on the officials of the Rishi Valley Trust, now known as “The
Foundation for new Education” to ske that he is not made a
target of power politics which unfortunately creeps in all orga-
nisations even with spititual and cultural background.

May he be spared many years of health and vigour to give
the younger generation the benefit of his vast experience and

sound advice,

WMy First Picture of Panditji

[ Shri M. G. Kanitkar, Bombay ]

It was in 1910 July that I saw Pandit Igbal Narain
Gurtu M.A., LL.B., I think, for the first time when I entered
the service of the C. H. C. I had offered to enrol myself as one
of the band under the leadesship of Mrs. Besant, then working
hard for the uplift of India, My first impression” of Panditji
was a sense of great surprise. From the letter in his beautiful,
clean and noble handwriting with its sedate, wise and elderly
tone, I expected to see in the Headmaster of the Central Hindu
School, a grey haired, bearded, grave old gentleman. Instead
I found a pure, courteous but bright, witty and openly friendly
gentleman even younger than myself. Of course the last I
learnt many years afterwards.

I have been associated with him in the work for so many
years that I find it difficult to put together some anccdotal
reminiscences.  But I can only put down what I have found in
all those years. He is a lovely soul, very sensitive, extremely
conscicntious and careful of every detail. Onc of our leaders
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once remarked, “Gurtu knows the oppdsite side better than
bis own.” For in his discussion he brings out all possible
arguments before coming to a decision.  He is also independent
in his judgement, yet, his sense of the corporate life is'such
that, even after he gives his opinion against a step, he joins
thg rest when the group takes a decision and shares the
consequences whatever they may be. This came out very
clearly when in 1913 somec 23 of us working in the CH.C,
decided to resign in a body in consequence of the attitude of
the orthodox Members of the Managing Commitice to the
new movement of the “Star”. He gave his opinion against
the step and advised waiting till Mrs. Besant came up to
Banarais. The remaining members of the group decided to
tesign, wired for permission {rom Adyar and sent in the resig-
nation. ~ Mr. Gurtis willingly joined. OF course we discovered

- later that Mrs. Besant would have liked us to follow Mr, Gurtu’s
advice.

When Mr. Gurtu came to Banaras he was not a member of
the T.S. He was a Liberal in politics and a lawyer by profession
in which, they say, he had made ten thousand rupees in a short
time. His scositive heart would not let him continue thete after
he had heard Mrs. Besant. Seeing how hard she wotked for India
he felt it 2 shame that anIndian should immerse himself mercly
in a personal worldly prosperity. I have heard that he almost
wept that night and brooded over the question sleeplessly. In
the morming the decision was made and the Gustus turned their
steps to Banaras. During later years he was elected to the Legis-
lative council of the U.P., and became the Parliamentry Secretary
to the Minister for Local Self Govt. Sri Jagat Narain Mulla
only to resign from that post shortly owing toa conflict of
conscience,

. He was also elected twice as the Vice-Chancellor of the
Allahabad University & worked as the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of
the Banaras Hindu University at Malviyaji’s request.  But in
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whatever capacity he was called upon to work, setvice &.self
sacrifice was the ruling passion & whatever he gained as money
was given away to the beloved institution;

I salute in Mr.- Gurtu true patriotism, selfless service,
punctiliousness, purity, efficiency & caurtesy.

Or. Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu
( As [ have known him. ) -
[ Dr. M. Hafiz Syed, M.A., Ph. D, D, Litt.,; L. T.,, T. D. ] ~

I consider it the greatest privilege of my life to record
my reminiscences and humble tribute of the great, mcomparab_le
qualities of my venerable friend and patron, Pandit Iqbal Narain
Gurtu who attained his 75th year of active, selfless life on 25th
September, 1953.

The world knows very little of those who' have been servmg
their fellow men silently and unostentatiously. Our beloved
Panditji has never come up before the pubhc and trumpeted hlS
own doings as some leaders do. :

1 have had the inestimable pr1v11ege and pleasure of knowmg
him for about 50 years now. It was perhaps in 1904 or 5 that
he renounced his legal practice and came to setve the Central.
Hindu College under the leadership of Dr. Annie Besant. ,

It is said that Panditji earned Rs. 14,000 in the ﬁrst 6
months of his practice.  If he had cared to stick to the ptro-
fession of law, he would have goné to the top of itand
become the leader of the Bar. But his noble Sanskar of the
past lives "asserted itself to such an extent that he deliberately
set aside his personal gain and made up his mind to setve h1s
country as an honorary worker: S
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1 distinctly remember that swhen Panditi placed his servi-
ces at the disposal of the President of the C. H. C. Board of
Trustees, she did not put him in charge of any administrative or
tgaching work ; but, instead, he was asked by her to take stack
of the old record of thesoflice of the Board and arrange the
parers systematically.  He, without any scruple or objection,
set himeelf todo the bidding of the President and thus gave
2 proof of the sincerity of his purpose and his sclficss  devotion
to service and sacrifice in the rrue spirit of Nishkamakarma.

Mrs Annic Besant was so deeply impressed by his loyalty
and eificiency that she put him in charge of the office and made
him a joint Sceretary of the Boird of Trustees. Later on he
was called upon to work as the Headmaster and the Principal
of the C. 1L C. 1 write all this sub]tcl to correction.  May
be that cestain facts have eseaped from my memory.

I 1 remember aright he served the CH. C. upto 1913 in
various capacitics and resigned along  with others due 1o some
radical difficrences of opinion between the authorities of the
C. 1. C. and its staff.

Wherever he was and whatever he did, he set before the
younger gencration an example of how one can adjust oneself
to new sphere of activities and  discharge one’s dutics with the
utmost efficiency.

There are very few persons in our country who think of
their people and countsy so devotedly as Panditji kas done all
his life.

Inthe words of ‘Light on the Path’ Panditji **worked as
thosc work who arc ambitious” and yet in all that he did there
was not the slightest taint of self.

His lifc may be truly said to be a sermon on sacrifice.  He
wholcheartedly identified himself with the welfare of his
country in cvery sphere of its activity. He has not been only
an cminent cducationist who correctly understood the vital
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ptinciples of new ideals of cducation ; but has served his
country as a member of the legislature and took interest in the
Municipal Board also. ' .

I distinctly remémber his unforgetdble and most unselfish
attitude towards his tival candidate Dr. Ganesh Prasad ‘who
competed with him for a seat in the Legislative Council of Ut P.
as a representative of thc Allahabad University. Panditji
actually vored for his rival candidate and never uttered a. single
word against his claim and qualification for this position. On
the other hand Dr. Ganesh Prasad resorted to all sorts of
propaganda against him.

Very few people know that Panditji never aspired.to be
anything in life much less to occupy the exalted office of the
Vice-chancellorship of the ‘Allahabad University. I was one of .
those who approached him repeatedly along with others to
accept this office. In the first place he declined and at last
under great pressure and putsuation, he finally agreed and was
twice elected by the court with overwhelming majority and .
served in the Allahabad University with great distinction and
urter impartiality. During his about six years’ regime, he never
identified himself with any party ot group in the University.
Every one trusted and respected him for his sincerity and trans-
parent honesty.

T am not divulging any secret of his life when I say that
more than half of his salary drawn from the University, was
distributed by him to deserving causes and institutions dear to
his heart.

In certain circles of the University he was unpopular not
because he was wanting in the discharge of duties, but because
he was overstrict and scrupulous. He spent hours together in
scrutinising the files before he gave his decision. He respected
rules and regulations and obsetved them most meticulously.
His best friends in Allahabad blamed him for not allowing
C. Y. Chintamani’s son to appear at the B. A. examination
when his percentage of attendance had fallen.
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It will not be out of place if 1 gratefully record one
incident of my lifc when I was a student of the Queen’s College,
Banaras and had an attack of appendicitics when I was sesiding
in the Indian Section of the Theosophical Society. No one cared
foranc so much as hedid. He sent for the civil Surgeon of
Banaras and had me fully treated and festored to health. I
have never forgotten this incident in my life and shall ever
remain grateful to him for saving my life and helping me in so
many other ways.

On the oceasion of his sccond clection to the Vice-Chance-
Hor's post, T worked for him of my own accord and without any
desirg from him, When he came o thank me I told him
that he need not thank me for my petty scrvices to him.
1 was already under a deep debr of gratitude to him for his
unnumbered acts of kindness, and his brotherliness to me.

He has all through his life been consistently wwazadar in
his relation to smaller people like mysclf Evenasa Vice-
Chancellor of the University, of which I was a humble member,
he never failed to call on me and treated me invariably with
the same consideration and kindness as when Iwas a mere
student of the college.

Heand Iworked together in the Theosophical Society in
Allahabad as President and Vice-President. He was fair in
his dealings to all the members of the T. S. Lodge.

His services to the cause of Annie Besant Montessori
School, Allahabad, in addition to his heavy responsibility as the
V. C, of the Allahabad University, are never to be forgotten.
Jt was he who organised this school and put it on a sound basis.

Panditji’s eventful life of multifarious services to the cause
of Education, Politics and Social reform could not possibly
be recorded in a short note like this.  His noble life of devotion
to duty has many a lesson for the genmeration. If some one
records his life story, I have no doubt that it will be a source of
inspiration for young and old alike.




Wiy impressions of Gurtuji
(Stri A. P. Dube, B. C. L. (Oxon), Barrisfer-at-Law, Allahabad). ..

Tt is neatly 50 years since I first knew P, Igbal Na;ain
Gurtu. Young Gurtu won his spurs early enough at the Muir
Centzal College where he was reckoned as a brilliant all round
student and an exceptionally fine speaker who dominated the
debates. As the teaching staff of the Muir Central College was
of a very high order at that time, Igbal Narain Gurtu .was
extremely well qualified and held ‘out a sure promise to shine in
whichever profession he chose to follow. ‘He joined tire Bar
and came to Kanpur whete all the sunshine seemed to come
galloping at him. An intellect keenas a razor, an exceptional
accuracy of thought and expression, a sweet tone, and facile and
powerful eloquence, an innate quality to live like a ' hermit and
wotk like a horse presaged a career that would lead him
straight on and on. His father-in-law Pandit Prithi Nath, a
sound and powerful lawyer, in roaring -practice, and generous
to a fault, wanted a Jubior of the type of young Gurtu, although
Babu Anand Swarup was already helping him. Young Gurtu
made a remarkable hit almost at once at the bar. He argued a
case before Pt. Bishambhar Nath- Mushran, the munsif, which
took the judge and the brother lawyets -by 2 most agreeable
surprise. He got a case and by a glorious effort and research got
to the remarkable English case on Negotiable Instruments,
namely the case of Raphael & The Bank of England. ' T doubtif
any one in the whole Kanpur Bar had remotest acquaintance
with that case, and as the case is somewhat against the sense of
fairness of the common layman, it was not casy to anticipatc its
existence, but young Gurtu got to it and sprung a surprise on
all. To appreciate the merit, the extraordinary precocity,
the innate makings of the young lawyer, I beg to mention the
facts of the case. Some Bank of England notes were stolen
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from the Bank of England in London, and the Bank of England
gave rotice to all the money changers in Europe not to cash the
stolen notes if presented for payment, and among them also gave
notice to Credit Lyonnai in Paris. The authoritis of this latter
Bank had hung up a list of the stolen notes near the cashier,
Incourse of business the stolen notes were presented and the
cashier cashed them giving every penny in the pound. Credit
Lyonnii transferred these notes to one Raphzl who sued the
Bank of England in London basing his claim on exactly the
notes that had been stolen. The ordinary law is that he who
has no title in himself canot give valid title to another, A thief
therefore cannot givea valid title to another over the stolen
property and the owner may recover it not only from the thief
but from whoever comes to possess 1. This is Common Sense.
But the Lords of the House of Lords have sdid laiv is not always

. cbmmon ‘sense, and in the case of Chcqucs Bank notes, Bills of
cxch:mgc cte. they have created an exception that if the holder of
the Bank notes etc. has came to hold a defective note in good
faith and for value, he shall recover on it cven though the
title is not there atall or is a defective one.  This is bacause
in modern trade money should be allowed to pass from hand to
hand with great rapidity. The claim of Raphzxl was decrced. To
get to this caseso carly and argue thereon so well, was a signal
sign of young Gurtu’s future greatness as a lawyer,

Morcoves Pandit Prithi Nath, his rclation, wasa most
generous of men that T have known., The Pandit would have
seen that his young son-in-law grew great as a lawyer. No better
helper or patron’ or senior could be’ desired. What stuff the
great Pandit was made of| let me quote an example, We members
of Young Men’s Association were fond of playing Cricket but
had no money to play'it with, as cricket was a very expensive
game. We approached P, Prithi Nath Sahab and the large heart-
ed Pandit said, “Very well on such and such future date, you
shall have all that I earn during the day.” " The date arrived and



[ 40 ]

at about 8-30 or 9 P. M. the . senior partner of the premier firm
Ram Nath Baij Nath, the predecesor of the present Sir Padampat
Singhania, brought him a case with Rs. 1700/--as the legal fee.
Pandit Prithi Nath demanded the fee .at once. The great Seth
was surprized. He said it is strange the fee is demanded at oncé
“You have nevetr done so before. I shall pay the fee tomorrow.”
The Pandit said, “No pay the fee now.” The Lala protested that
“all the business shops are closed, it is impossible to get
money.” The Pandit insisted and got the fee, and the next day
paid it to us with a gladdened heart. ,

With such brilliant qualities and opportunities one should
have thought that young Gurtu’s fortune was as good as made.
But among the stars of the first order that prevailed over the
nativity of Gurtu and determined his horoscope there must have -
been one malignant, one which drew him away from the destined
path. Perhaps Gurtu thought the lawyers make the worse
appeat the better reason ! Perhaps he was tempted with the
gibe that 2 lawyer is an expensive luxury | Some courageous
voice ought to have told him how much haphazard violence a
lawyer has slowly suppressed, such as crimes unpunished, the
property of the weak seized by the strong, the whole people
demoralised by waste and injustice. However, Gurtu turned to
the noble profession of teaching and how valuable his work has
been is known to all and would find many able chroniclers
theteof. It was duting his Vice-Chancellorship that I was
appointed Dean of the Facutlty of Law of Allahabad Uuiversity
and I know how gentlemanly, how kind and considerate his rule
was. His work in the Hindu University will also be narrated.

I have mentioned things which are not within the
knowledge of anyone else. Let me be content with it, and finish
this with a wish that my freind Igbal Narain may enjoy long life
& continue his noble educational work at Rajghat, Banaras,
which is the centre of a new type of education of which we are
hearing so much these days.

——— q— Gao———.



. On Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu

[Prof. K. R. R, Sastry, M.A,, M.L. Law College, Allahabad University }

Jhough 'the presentewritet had heard of Pandit Tubal
Nazin Gurtu as a close associate of Annic Besant prior to
August 1936, exceptional opportunitics of cvaluating the fine
qualitics and the rare integrity of the venerable Pandit have
occurred since,

A CULTURED PERSON.
1 know him as & Vice-Chanccllor of eminence.  He always
struck us 25 2 cultured dignitary with an austere appearance.
AN UNSULLIED WORKER
Work should be jts own reward. In free India, however
.owing to a number ot disturbing causes, standards ot common
behaviour have fallen. Whether it be in the pilferings by
servants in our Besant Mcmorial Library ot misappropriation of
public funds in centres of learning, it is the same sordid tale,

Examples of noble conduct by men like Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru and Pandit Igbal Namin Gurtu have been beaconlights
in an otherwise depressing atmosphere.

A MODEL FOR US ALL

Such of us as arc connected with Ananda Lodge or
Krishnashram have been trying to follow in the footsteps of
Dr. Besant and Pe. Igbal Nanin Gurtu.

These combinations of *Igbal” and “Narain” I could not
understand from Madras. I now know that such a personisa
combination of Persian maaners and dynamic Hinduism.

May Panditji live loag to continue to inspire us in these
dark & difficult times.



“An honest man is the nebiest work of God &
[ Maharajkumar Dr. Vijaya of V1zzanagram, LL.D.,, M. L. c. ]

One is reminded of the above sayin when one thinks of Shn
Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu Ji. A humanist to the core, Guituji
is well-known not only in his home province, but through—. ,
out India for his honesty, integrity and love of man-kind.
Eatly in life, after a glorious academic career, he became 2
lawyer. Leaving, as he did, a promising career at the Bar,
he dedicated himself to the field of Education, which he has .
made illustrious. He at once came under the benevolent
influence of Ds. Mrs. Annpie Beasant, who persuaded him to
accept the Head-mastership of the Central Hindu College.
He proved to be an ideal Head and set a very high standa‘rd‘
of efficiency and discipline, which others found it extremely
difficult to follow. He fulfils in the fullest measure, Emerson’s
famous dictum that ‘the secret of education lies in respecting
the pupil.” He served as Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad
University for two consecutive terms. Later, he became the
Pro-Vice-Chancellot of the Banaras Hindu University, whete
he won fresh laurels as an educationist, as an administrator
and, above all, 4s a humanist, full of the milk of human
kindness. He was then a colleagué of no less a person - than
Dr. Sir S. Radhakrishnan, our respected Vice-President of
India. .
" Uppetmost in his mind, he always had the ideal of India’s
“Gurukuls” of old, which had invatiably laid due accent on
the fact that India’s honour entirely depended on the training
of her youth, during. its formative period. His exemplary
behaviour both on the campus of the University and outside,
proved very effectual in the training of the youngsters,
who came under his influence. He was, for some time,
Chairman of the Banaras Municipal Boatd ; but, he had soon
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to resign as he was clected Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad
University.

Finally, hc became the Chairman of the Rishi Valley
Trust and it is a matter vf common knowledge how cfficiently
he manages all the thsee constituent institutions—Beasant
College for Boys, Vasanta College for Girls and Montessori
School for Children. No wonder, then, that his popularity
at all levels is unbounded. Heis a living example of the
adage that ‘character is power’. Indeed, he never touched 2
thing, but adorned it. To vary the metaphor, if he had found
a thing nickel he left it gold.

Simple and unostentatious to his finger-tips, he radiates
geniality. He is well-tead and highly intellectual and it is
always a pleasurc and an ecducatidn to talk to him. His
spartan simplicity and extreme candour put onc at one’s case
‘completely.  Five years ago, he completed the biblical age of
three score and ten and let us hope and pray that he will be
spared for long years yet, in order to guide and inspire us
all on the right path.

Random Memories of An old Friend.

[Shti JnanendraNath Basu, Member, Old Board of Trustees, C, H, C,,
Ex. Financial Adviser to the Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga.]

Ihad the privilege of working with Dr. Igbal Narain
Guttu for sometime in the very beginning of his unique career
of selfless devotion to the cause of education. It is about half
a centuty ago that after completing his education and qualifying
himself for the Bar, he left his hearth and home in the prime of
his youth flinging aside a promising career and joined the band
of honorary workets in the C. H. C. in 1905. He was at first
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appointed Jt. Secretary of the Managing Committee as my
colleague in the latter part of 1905 and worked with me
admirably as such for about two years devoting all his
spare time in various other activfties of -the Institutien.
During the vacations he used to ¢our with Mr. Arundale
and others for the collection of funds which were
so badly needed for the maintenance and expansion
of the Institution. In 1908 he joined the teaching staff and
was first appointed Head Master and later on in various capa-
cities offering his services unstintingly -wherever they wete
needed. Rai Igbal Narain soon gained the confidence and
esteem of his colleagues and the respect of all students whom he
loved as his own children. Unfortunately in 1913 he, along with
Mr. Arundale and several other Theosophist membets of the
staff left the C.H.C. owing to conscientious diffetence of opinion
regarding principles, but our relations with him still remained’
cordial, and later on, several boys of our family joined the
Theosophical School which he founded along with his colleagues.
When the Banaras Hindu University was founded he helped
Pandit Malaviyaji in many ways. He unhesitatingly accepted the
office of Pro-Vice-Chancellor, even after having worked as
Vice-Chancellor of the premier University of the Province. Only
recently, when his permission was wanted for proposing him for
the election as Vice-Chancellor of the B. H. U, he did not agree
to stand for the high office to. the. detriment of his present
unostentatious but- useful work in his dear Rishi Valley Trust.
All along Dr. Gurtu was moved by a strong desite to be of
service to his country without any ‘other ambition. ° ‘

May God bless him and grant him long life and happiness.



A Pioneer

[ Shri Achydit Patwardhan, M. A., Ex-member
A. ), Congresc Working Committee ]

Dr. Iqbal Narain Guru belongs to an illustrious band of
Pioncers. Those who walk smoothly upon 2 highway rarcly
think of the time when there were deep jungles in a no man’s
land, where men invariably lost their way. Then there appear
the PIONEERS who brave these jungles and prefer the hard-
ships necessary to explote 2 new pathway instead of using the
already existing high-roads to power, fame and wealth,  Such
men arc always few in number ; and many among them ase not
blessed with success  The jungle scems to triumph over their
pioncering zeal and they are lost sight of and soon forgotten.
And yet to the Pinnecr it is always a joy to explore new paths for
the baffled spisit of their genermion, rather thon tum theis
talents to the simpler tasks of casy success.  While we worship
the pioncering spirit of those whose, cfforts are blessed with
success, we often tend to ignore the merit of others who have
made that success possible by their sdcnt and self-cfacing
cfiorts,

The beginning of the twentieth century wis a period of
ferment. Tt wasa time when the British Empire was at the
zenith of its world-wide domination. And most of the new
English-educated class preferred to turn their learning to secure
for themselves a career of wealth and comfort within the frame-
work of British domination, Onlya very few tealised with
a pang how British rule was ruining the people of this land eco-
nomically and culturally, stunting our manhood, making men
strangers to their own brethren in the villages and hamlets,

Recognising these inherent evils of alien domination the
pioncers of our century strove to express the spirit of inde-
pendence and  self-reliance among the people of this land. Polir
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tically Dadabhai Naotoji blazoned the trail of SWARA]J and his
successors have later striven to lead millions of men and women
to their political emancipation along that road.

However six years of political fréedom have convinced,
the most ardent nationalists that without right education fYor
citizenship, freedom must remain robbed of .its rich
promise. To possess the hind-sight of recognising the signifi-
cance of right education was an unusual gift. To add to it the
capacity to dedicate long years to sustained hard work without
seeking any prominence is even more si:rikingly uncommon.
When men much less gifted were making a success of their
limited talents, at the Bar and even -in the political field, to
stay at one’s post without resentment or envy is the final certain
test of the PIONEER’S unflinching spirit.

Tt is of this sturdy spirit that Dr. Gurtu provides a noble

example. \ :
In 1905 Dt. Gurtu’s father-in-law was 2 prominent member
of the Kanpur Bar. Working by his side Dr. Gurtu had the
cettainty of a vety successful and prosperous legal career. But
he heard the calling of his pioneet’s vocation at the very begin-
ning of his careetr. To see the futility of wotldly success,
wealth and self-importance at the age of. twenty-five and to
elect a life of comparative simplicity and obscurity is the hall-
mark of a rare distinction, It is of such a spitit that the ranks
of the Pioneers are made.

That Dr. Gurtu should actively interest - himself in new
educational trends is a striking proof that he still tretains the
spirit of the pioneet which took him away from a successful
worldly career fifty years ago. Education to Dr. Gurtu is a
noble adventute of the spirit in which the teacher gets down to
the job of learning at first hand the workings of his own psyche
Yet while he is keenly interested. in this process he never
became so selfcentred as to lose his intetest in the young boys
and girls entrusted to his charge. It is not W1thout significance
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that this scasoncd pioncer should preside over the wosk of the
foundation for New Education which is trying to cxpress cer-
tain striking trends in the ficld of education, in close associa-
tion with Shri Krishoamurti.

————

Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu.

{ Shri Devi Narayan, Advocate, Banatas. )

My carliest memory of Gurtuji takes me back to the year
1905 when leaving the comforts and luxurics of a wealthy home
and a very promisiog and bright legal carcer at Kanpur he
chose to come to the holy city of Kashi. It was nothing short
+ 6fa tenunciation and reminds of the great Buddha, with this
difference, that while Buddha left his family burdens behind,
Gurtuji brought them with himself. He sacrificed all his worldly
prospects preferring a life of dedicated and honorary service in
the cause of cducation and the regeneration of our country.

Accordingly he joined the banner of s piritualism unfurled
by Madame Blavatsky of Russia and Colonel Olcott of America.
Mzrs. Annie Besant was the bearer of that banner then, and it was
her Juminous and magnetic personality that attracted many young
men from the far corners of the world. India came to be the
centre of her spiritual activities with the C. H. C. as its nuclens
to which Gurtuji, like so many others, was drawn.

Mrs. Annie Besent immediately recognised Gurinji’s genius
and administrative capacity and after putting him through
many steps of severe tests and training eventually put him
in charge of the C. H. C. What status .and position our school
came to occupy owing to the tiseless efforts of Dr.  Arundale
and by his abler successor Gurtuji, is known to all our coun-
trymen. It would be no exaggeration to say that the fame of
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the C. H. C, stood, h1gher than that of the famous Public Schools
of Eton and Harrow of England, for the sn:nple reason that
Whlle the C. H. C. had a sp1r.1tua1 basis, the other two, despxte
their name, had been buailt on material foundations.” Gurtuji

ptoved to be an ideal headmaster mouldlng the life of hundreds

of young boys. 4

From here Gurtuji shone as a little star, but as time passed
on he rose to great-heights in the academic and political horizon
and became more 2nd more effulgent like the great sun :

It was my ‘great fortune to be his pupil and what little
I can pride upon in my life is,all. due: to his training and
example. It was our family’s great privilege that for about eight
years he lived in our Sita Ram Krishi Shala garden-house opposxte'
the C. H. C. grounds as though Watchmg the school like' its
guardian. angel. My szintly father was greatly attracted 'by
Gurtuji’s per.sonahty and profoundly honoured and respected
him.

I cannot help_ mentioning_ the additional advantage hat
Guituji’s residence in out garden afforded to m:e over o_fheg
boys. It was the enjoyment of delicious Kashmiri _sweeés and
preparations that Gurtuji often sent to us. The sw'eets then
tasted sweetet to a small boy of my age. ‘

~ Seeing how Panditji has lived his life and how he has
sacrificed his all for others seeking no tewards and returns, one
is compelled to describe him as a’ Purna Yogi in the terms of
Sti Aurobindoji. He is a combination of Jnanyogi and a
Karmayogi and 2 Sufi philosopher all in one.

It is out fare foftune that such a personality” is still ‘with
us holding aloft the torch to help us to walk on the dark and
difficult path of life. To me personally, it is 2 matter of
highest honour and pride to offer to my Acharya Gurudeva,

Panditji, my respectful salutations at his feet on his 76th birth- -
day. I humbly join others i in praymg for many mote returns of

this happy day



"An 0ld Student’s Homage,

& Jagdish Prasad, President, Coll Bar Association, Banaras ]

91 esteem it a grear privilege to associate myself with the
chorus of felicitations and encomiums expressed on this moment-
ous occasion when Panditji celebrates  his 76th, birthday.
Decades back, while a student of Matric, I leatnt to respect and
admire the great qualities ot Panditji who frequently visited
our institution to meet his friend and colleague, the late Mr.
P.K. Telang, who was one of the foremost educationists of his
time. As years rolled by the carliest imptessions of my student
lite matured into a tecling of respectful admiration for this
distinguished personality. . .

If is difficult fo me to expatiate on the manifold achieve-
“ments of Panditji in the sphere of education and politics. I
candidly feel that Tam not qualified to attempt anything of
this kind. Speaking for mysclf, the qualitics which won for
him the general esceem of his fellow beings are his essential
urhanity of manners coupled with a sensitive regard and solici-
tude for all. He has ever been a fearless fighter for
the cause of justice and fairplay. He has never been known to
shrink from voicing his sentiments and convictions, cven at the
tisk of offending the powers that be. Rectitude, honesty in
words, thought and action, combined with an ever wakeful
regard for the rights of others, have been the keynote of his
activities. Probably it is this rare combination of virtues which
has helped him to make a splendid job of anything that he
has undertaken.

He has lived a life which has been rich in experiences.
Naturally we look to him for light and guidance in our hour of
difficulty. The citizens of Banaras can with ample justification
claim him as their leading townsman who has shed lustre in
various walks of life. It can truly be said of him that he did
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not leave anything which he touched without adorning it. It is,
however, not my intention to circumscribe the radiance of his
personality within the four corners of this city. The area of
his splendour has spread far beyond our civic frontiet. He can
well be claimed as a distinctive acquisition of the moderr age
whose precepts and examples the posterity would do well to
follow and emulate.

With all humility I would pray that Panditji may be spared
to us to live out the Vedic allotted span of life.

~ Is Gurtuji ‘R Religious Man ?

[ An Old Student ]

Though Gurtu-ji has been living in this holy and- ancient
city of Kashi for neatly half a century, and at present is literally
residing on the banks of mother Ganga, he has never been
noticed going to take dips in its sacred waters, not even on
great festive occasions. Nor has he been ever seen anywhere
near Lord Vishwanath’s Temple to which even foreigners from
distant parts of the world never fail to offer their obeisance
and thereafter get themselves photographed with large garlands
round their necks. - His very closest of friends have not seen
him doing Puja siiting on the pure Kushasana, pressing his
nose with his fingers and muttering unintelligible mantras. His
house though kept meticulously clean—and cleanliness may be
godliness—has no idol installed in it before which he may be
burning incense and saying prayets asking forgiveness for all
the sins that he may have committed during his 75 yeats of
spiritually-lived life. Would it not be extremely easy for
him to allot a corner in the lumber room of his big house to a
deity and have its Puja performed by a cheaply hired Pujati
by paying him two rupees per month as is the common pre-
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vailing practice? He does not scem to have the precious tuft
of hair on his head, the popular chutaiya or the Shikha which
puts you at such a great disadvantage during 2 duel. Or was
it there before, and has Uisappeared ‘now owing to baldness ?
How*can he then hold it adoft to prove his religiousness and
Brahmanism ? People entertain grave doubts if he wears the
sacred thread, the Yagyopavitam, and shrewdly suspect that
even if he has one, it is possibly being used more for safely
tying his bunch of keys to it than for doing Sandhya. He docs
not put the long vermilion mark or the white sandal dot on his
broad and bright forchead which are often the adornments of
religious hypocrites and cheats, And lo, despite his decept-
ive youthful appearance, he is 75 years now, he does not -
give any hope of growing a flowing beard, the symbol of all
~wisdom, picty and religiousness, and which would atleast do
one little service of giving shelter to God's tiny creatures and
which often soaked in juices would constantly spread fragrant
smell sweeter than the famed perfume of Egypt. Nor has
he taken .to the counting of beads, the sole occupation of
lazy men in old age which would have offered him such an
easy escape from his hard work. Despite his large savings
made at the cost of his own comforts he has not thought it
fit to build a single well or 2 Dharmashala to acquire merit in
the other world and ensure 2 seat for himself in Heaven, but
instead, is fond of building Pathshalas only, understanding
little that the appeasement of men will not avail anything if
gods are not pleased. All would agree that, if nothing else,
Gurtu-ji could atleast build a small temple on one of the
main thosoughfares of Banaras with 2 Shiva lingam installed

in ir, having 2 name tablet to perpetuate his name; and sure
to save expense, consign the care of the temple not to 2 man

but to the more enlightened Bull-—God Shiva’s Nandi—and the

faithful dog, the vehicle of Lord Bhaitava, the latter of which

would unfailingly offer the oblations every time that it passed
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that way. Gurtu-ji does not hold even a religious Katha ot
recitation at his residence at which the only expenditure incut-
red is a few pice in the shape of distribution of a little Prasad
to the devoted Bhaktas who may be sleeping all the time
but somehow have acquired the raregogic attainment to¢ rise
equal to the occasion on the conclusion of the Katha when -
Prasad distribution begins. He does not ever distribute alms to
beggars, our Daridsa Narayans, but generously gives to students
and institutions about which the. world knows nothing. Nay,
although addressed dearly and respectfully by countless numbers
as ‘Pandit-ji’ he is more often than not dressedin a spotlessly
clean Sherwani and Churidar Pyjamas in defiance of our
traditional Dhoti-Kurta culture. He is reputed to be a scholar
of Persian, and has good acquaintance with Qoran also, to
easily pass off as a mulla, but he knéws precious little of
Sanskrit—the language of our gods. While he is well known "
for his recitation of Persian poems in beautiful voice, and often
quotes a lot of Persian couplets embodying great wisdom, truth
and Sufi philosophy, he dare not recite a Sanskrit Shloka alth,- :
ough he has now made a pukka arrangement Wiﬂ} a Shastri who

has promised to teach him Sanskrit and make him proficient
in it in three months’ time.

Why, and mark this climax, his very name, atleast the

first part of it <Igbal’, suggests the glory of Allah first, -and
‘Narain’ only afterwards.

The above is undoubtedly 2 formidabl_e array of facts—
although the list could be augmented very easily, but why
should costly paper be wasted about Pandit-ji when he him-
self is so stingy about it and wuses the reverse side of torn

envelops in the name of saving every pie for the sake of his
so-called beloved institutions. And did I say ‘Panst—]l F |
should have said ‘Gurtu-ji’, if I have any r¢ga¥d for consistancy,
although in doing so I may prove myself a complete ass.

Judged from these outer appearances and signs, (and people
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have little time to probe decper into the inner side of life)
Pandit-ji may stand condemned as a person withour any  rcli-
gious trait in his shining personality, DBut if truc religion
does not signify any f these things and the indulgence in
oter rituals and ccremonics, but means living the Life, solving
the why and wherefore and the riddles pertaining to God and
the purposc of Creation, doing His work in 1is name, toiling
and sweating and living the life of poverty and service so that
others may grow rich and live comfortably, complete effacement
of one’s self desiring nothing from others but giving everything
to athers, doing one’s duty without the expectation of any reward
or cven appreciation, building real temples of learning to dispel
darkness, and thereby helping in the regencration of children,
young men and women, pursuing Truth at all costs,—and
_Sanatana Dharma says there is no religion higher than Truth.
If these be any of the characteristics of a rcligious man, then
Pandit-ji who is the very embodiment of these virtues and is
the living cxample amongst us of the great ideal of plain living
and high thinking, is truly a rcligious man—a Dharmik
Purusha. He is then indeed a Purna Sanaysi and a great Karma-
yogi and answers the description in a great measure as given in
the great Bhagwat Gita.

Who would not readily bow down to touch the feet of
such a personality ? although ( and hete let me pass on a very
private secret ), heis very wary in this and scldom gives the
opportunity of doing soby immediately withdrawing his fect
the moment his penetrating and scarching blue cyes detect this
danger. .

May this holy and truly religious being live long to
inspire and guide us.



Some Giimpses of Gurtuji’s Life

( Kumari Shubhada Telang, Principal, Vasanta College for

Women, Banaras, ) ¢

To write about Gurtuji and his varied and vast achievements
is well-nigh impossible for me. The more so because I have been
so close to him from my childhood days. That is my apology
for writing these lines even at the risk of being very brief.

Looking back over these many years one cannot but be struck
by Gurtuji’s great devotion and loyalty to Theosophy and his
selfless sacrifice in the cause of Education. During this long
period of about half-a-century he has unremittingly worked for
the Besant College for Boys, the Vasanta College for Women

«

and the Children’s School and has nourished these institutions .

handed ovet to him by Dr. Besant with the zest and love that
one bestows upon one’s own child. These alone appear to
comprise his family, and if occasionally he had been called upon
to work in other spheres, his attachment for these institutions
never waned, and whatever came to him in the shape of money
was spent in maintaining and building up these institutions,
which, I trust, occupy an honoured and unique place in the
comity of educational bodies.

Gurtuji has never aspired for any position and power al-
though these have been showered upon him as the natural outcome
of such a splendidly-lived life. The fire that was kindled in him
by his great chief Dr. Annie Besant has cortinued to burn in him
with unabated brilliance and he has continned to serve the cause
of Education with the same physical and mental vigour as when
he joined Mrs. Besant’s band of workers in the year 1905.

Gurtuji’s sense of impartiality and justice is known to all. He
keeps himself above party and group politics and therein lies
the secret of his success as anadministrator and a head. He does
not seek for any appreciation and teward. For him work is its
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own reward. While he expresses his views and opinions clr:\};::;
tically and forcefully, and adheres to tules :mdd t;&“ t e
sstictly, he habours no ill will towards any one and keeps .
mind open to the laste And, after all that may be said . ngt:;nf
these quafivis of his, i worst criic, if there beay, will admit
that most persons have seasons to be grateful to hxfn than -fce
otherwise. Although of very austcre looks from om'sldc. he hides
a very kind heart beneath that stern covering and is full of the
milk of human kindness and sympathy.

It is not that Gurtuji had not had to face storms. Every
man and every institution passes through storms and troubles,
and, often these strenpthen, vitalizeand give new lffc after 2
violent shake-up. Gurtuji has had his share of them in no small
measure, but he has always weatheted them like a bold steadfast
sailor. His patience, fortitude and large heactedness never

“allow to damp his enthusiasm or ruffle the calmness of his mind,

While unremitting labour is one of Gurtujis characteristics
he is not without his keen sense of humour of 2 very high and
chaste type.

It was my good fortune to accompany him to Calcutta
in 1948 ona collection tour along with Sri Rameshwatji Joshi
and other workers. While our tour was quite a success, yet dis-
appointment in some quarters where expectations wete the
greatest was very stagpering indeed. Gurtuji not only maintained
his own cheerfulness but actually imparted it tous all, recounting
his warse experiences of the old C. HLC. days. His apt quotations
and poems from Persian infused new life and vigourin us and
banished all dejection from us. Such is his unique company
and leadership,

My father, late Prof. Telang, and Panditji were very great
feiends, and were often spoken of a3 Amma’s (Dr. Besant’s) two
sons ; and Gurtuji’s consideration for our family has always been
of great love and sympathy. And beforc closing I am impelled
to relate one or two incidents which speak volumes about hig
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sense of brothetliness and shows him out as a trie Theosophist.
- My father had been called away to Adyar by Amma for some
urgent work. Two of my younger brothers and a small sister
were down with a severe attack of small pox, the condion qf;
my brother being very critical. All of ps were very young and
inexperienced, and doctors had forbidden people to visit us

for fear of spreading contagion. My mother was left all alone
with two old friends to look after and nurse the patients. Gurtu-
ji who had gone out of station had just returned. On
hearing of our plight he rushed to out place, sat by the side of
the patients for full five hours at a stretch administering his
homeopathic pills and consoling and cheering us up. My brother
was brought back to life and how very gratefully we remember
him in the context of thoseedays. The otheris a very recent
incident and relates to the time when we lost our mother in Dec.
1952, With what feelings Gurtuji consoled us all | He accompa-’
nied the pall bearers to the Harishchandra Ghat, sat there all thr-
ough the day till all ceremonies had been finished and brought
back all my brothers with him in his car and left us only when
he found that we had pulled up a bit.

Gurtuji’s life is a shining example of selfless service and
rare humanism from which we should all benefit by emulation.

May God grant him health and vigour for many more years
to guide and-inspire the younger generation.



.Gurtuji as | saw him in the gentral Hindu
Gollegiate School. ‘
{ Shel S° M. Mukhopadhyays, M.A., LT., Lectorer, T.T.C., BH.U.)

The Old Boys’ Brotherthood, Besant College, Rajghat, is
bringing out 2 Pandit igbal Namin Gurtu Commemoration
Volume to present it to him on his 76th birthday. Panditji
deserves this honour, and pethaps something more, but he has
never desized it.  The rigorous and disciplined life that he has
lived will notallow him to do so., But the country owes him
this~ duty and we will be discharging it in an humble manner

. if we succeed in placing the volume in his hands on the occasion
of his next birthday, -

The Central Hindu College and” the Collegiate School
together formed one noble institution, planned and founded by a
band of sclfiess wokers, both foreign and Indian, to help India
to realize herself and revive her glory.  Its message was the
cternal message of India, that of self-realization. India needed
it badly and for that noble cause toiled a group of workers ulti-
thately succeeding in establishing in the city of Banaras a centre
of all-India importance, for a new type of cducation to regene-
rate the country and restose it to its ancient glory.

The ideal appealed early to Pandit Igbal Narzin Gurtu and
he joined the institution and dedicated his life to the canse
taken up by it. Strength of personality, nobility of character and
honesty of purpose were some of his early possessions with
which he started and which helped him to achieve the success
which was his, later on.

A fair complexioned tall figure, dressed in spotless white
and ever grave and serious in gait and demeanour, Gurtuji
never failed to make an impression upon anybody who came



[ 58]

within the field of his activity. He was at once discovered to
be a man of strong commonsense and will, possessed of a

sense of discipline and propriety and ready to render service to
¢

any one who stood in need of it. . o
In the School, Panditji was both feared and loved by his
pupils who felt that he was there to set before them the idea.tl
of Indian manhood. They knew that if he was a strict discipli-
narian, he had the welfare of his pupils at heart. He seldom
took any boy to task for any fault ‘of his for the purpose of
criticising and humiliating him. He meant to- bring about an
improvement in the individual and through himin the Society
of which he was 2 member. R N
Gurtuji believed in atistocracy but nobody could say that
he was not cousteous and .polite. He knew the fine art of
combining aloofness with familiarity. . He was law-abiding. .
As an administrator he enfotced law and order with firmness,
not sparing himself and those close to him. S
Panditji spoke faultless English and some of us who were
students then believed, rather seriously but childishly, for some
time at least, that he was really. an Englishman -dressed in the
Indian fashion and it was out of love and respect for him that.
we called him Pandit Gurtu and not Mr. .Gurtu. .He spoke
Urdu, much of which I did not follow then, but my respect and
admiration for Panditji was all the greater - because. he spoke it
easily without any apparent effort on. his part and I, inspite of
ceaseless efforts to pick it up, could not go beyond the ‘stage of
trial and error. : o o :
As students of the Central Hindu .Collegiate - School, we
kept Panditji at a respectable distance, not because he was very
hard upon us and we were afraid of him, but because we believed
that a question from him would easily nonplus us as we could,
neither follow his ‘English accent nor - his Urdu speech.. We
students held him. in high esteem and ‘maintained discipline ig.
and outside classess almost spontaneously.
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Gurtuji is one of the very few surviving colleagues of Dr.
Annic Besant.  He has lived a life dedicated to the cause of
education, and has worked in various capacitics in the field for
neatly five decades, 1lc has fortunately enjoyed sound health
and peace of mind all theee years,

May our respected  Guntuji live longer maintaining the
physical and mental health which has been his all these years and
complete a eentury which is the normal span of life recognised
in India

Mata Saraswatiji.
{ Shrl Lakshman Sahaya, Vakil, Banaras, )

The above heading has no reference whatsoever to mother
Saraswati, the goddess of learning. It is the name of Gurtuji’s
wife whom we all lovingly address as “Bhabhi”. And it is res-
pecting her that 1am writing these brief lines dreading all
the time that “Bhabhi” will do anything but forgive me for
this sudachy in giving publicity 10 her—a thing which she hus
scrupulously avoided all her life.

Thete is no doubt that Pandit-ji has done great and noble
things in life and has achieved signal fame in Theosophical,
cducational, national, civic and other spheres of public work
with which people are only too familiar to nced recounting.
But without in any way minimising thosc great achicvements,
1 make bold to say that but for the decp devotion, sacrifice,
co-operation and the helping hand of this noble soul Pandit-ji
would have achieved but little,

To have left home and followed her lord like Sceta at an
age when comforts, luxurics and worldly enjoyments ate the
greatest attractions for all human beings, to have cheerfully
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consigned herself to a life of a'Bnegation 'self denial and sévere
austerity, and to have decided to tread a path of strain and strife,
are traits deserving of great praise and admiration. What men-
tal wrench must she have experienced - fn 1905 - when Pandit-ji
decided to renounce his home and a cpromising legal careef to,
offer his lifelong honorary services to the cause of education
and humanity, can be better imagined than described.

Ever since that- fateful day she had been an. unfailing
source of encouragement and help to Pandit-ji making it her life’s
sole ambition to see Pandit-ji absolutely carefree and in complete -
mental poise and peace to devote himself entirety to the work
to which he had dedicated his life. It is not unoften also that
her invaluable advice has been of immense help and cheer to
Pandit-ji. No M. A. or B. A. degrees adorn het name but one
must remember that she comes of the family of .the illustrious
lawyer and the leader of the Kanpur bar, Pt. Pr1thw1 Nath Chak,
three of whose sons quahﬁed themselves as, barnsters and the
fourth one for an advocateship. A

‘Having been botn in such a. chstmgmshed farmly her
home education and cultural training and intellectual equipment
with an exceptlonaly strong common . sense—all  these
welded together have resulted in makmg Bhabhi -into 2
model whom out young women folks paradmg ‘with _high-
soundmg degrees would do well to copy. She is an 1dea1 Hindu
wife and at once reminds one of Anusuya, the W1fe of the great
R1sh1 Atri. Who does not know that ‘while the great sage left
his hermltage in eager haste to Welcome Ram, S1ta and Lakshman
in their itineraty during. their forest exile, Anusuya.—p did not
even stir out of. her herm1tage to have the Darshan of Ram
which would have given het sure salvauon "To Anusuya
her own lord Atri was greater than even Rama, the Lotd of the
Umverse S1m11ar is the devot1on of Bhabhi to Pandlt-p

' Her spmt of | sacnﬁce came to the, severest “trial When 1n
the year 1917, Pand1t—]1 was leaving Indis to embatk upon ‘the



(6]

petilous sea ~voyage to fight the country’s baule of freedom
during; the First World War,  Such of us as were present at
that momentous oceasion vividly remember with what mixed
:Qd undeseribable feelihp this heroie lady bade farewell and
godpecd to her hushands

Hhabhi is equally preat as 2 mother, and js full of motherly
affection for all children, but she also knows the bounds within
which such feelings have to be confined in the interests of the
children themselves, She s an exception to the common
prandmothers who spoil children by indisceeet pampering and
excetsive fondling.  Her prand dauphter Kumari Chitrangada,
a brilliant and promising student of the M. A. final class in the
Banaras Hindu University, is a fine cxample of Bhabhi's careful
training and bringing up of young children.

Loving as she is to all, the writer of these lines was parti-
cularly fortunate in recciving  her affection in an abundant
meature.  During my  student days T had the  rare
privilege of acwally living with this distinguished family in
their Shantikunj home. The auention, care, and love that
Bhabhi bestowed upon me  was nothing short of, and different
from, a mother's love for her own son.  Before being taken in
the family T used to call her “Mataji” but thereafter changed the
formal *“Mataji"” for the more affectionate expression *Bhabhi”
by which name her own children used to call her.  The story
of my adoption in the family became widely known among my
friends and classmates, and it was not unoften that some of
them instead of aalling me by my actual name ( Lakshman
Sahaya Stivastava ), hallooed me as Lakshman Namin Gurtu
( Ram Narainji Gurtu is the name of Bhabhi’s illustriaus neph-
cw now adorning the Allahabad High Court Bench ). :

* Although her treatment of all childeen bore the hall-mntL
of affection, T will cite only two istances of my own casc as
t) plul and illustrative. .

During those days my collcgc classct used to be held “in

.
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the motning and used to “close at 11 'A. M. to allow- the wotk-
ing of the double shift as devised-by the great ‘mathematician-
priicipal Dr. Ganesh Prasad. But owing to. gap-shap and
other allied ' important student’s-dcfivities, .with which
the parents and guardians are only %oo familiar, sothetim&s T
used to reach ‘home’ fairly late. Bhabhi, however, would
never finish up her meals, and would invariably await my re-.
turn with her usual cheetfulness without any trace of annoy-
ance on her face.

* The other instance relates to the days ptreceeding my uni-
versity exams. I -confess T was 1o better -than the March-
Aptil students, as they used to be called in my - time,. who
neglected their studies duting the-eatlier patt of the session but
tried to make up for the lost time by butning mid-night oil
ovér théir books during those two months alone. -Ohne night
I had tired myself out by. such late study and had fallen asleep.
leaving the lamp butning. close to my head. - Bhabhi somehow
happened to detect the light butning brightly in my- room.
She came up, put out the .light, and removing the lamp fo a
safe distance quietly went away. : Next morning- the expected
storm burst and she stetnly rebuked me saying ‘that she would
much rather see me fail at the ‘examination than see me lose
my health by such late studies. She further proceeded to ask
me as to what would have happened to me if I had
thrown down the burning lamp in my sleep. Although the
answer was quite a simple and a sutre one, viz,—the end of
all worldly troubles—I -did-not venture to " give utterance to it..
Thete are hosts of other similar instances illustrative of
her affection, but they are my own sacred and priceless
treasures which I'would not like to share with othets.

Bhabhi is a deeply religious lady and Bhagwat G1ta
exercises 2 special fascinatiom ovet her. She is exttemely eager
to attend a really good and illuminating discoutse given by a
learned person on Gita or some allied religious topic. Not very
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long ago while leaving her University sesidence at Nagwa to
ctoss over the road to haarone of these religious talks she way
knocked down almost, dead by a rath ekkaodrdver, ‘But her
uhshakable faith in Lord Krishna's Grace gave her the requisite
strenpth to sum\c this tétrible stock.

She is about 72 years old now but has managed to maintain
rood health despite spells of stress and strain of domestic life.

May God prant her 2 longer span of life to remain in our
midst and continuce to help and assist Panditji in his noble work,

————

Ry reminiscencos of Pt. lqb'ﬂ Narainji Gurtu
(Shr1 C. D, Pande ; Retired Avott, Director-General of Posts & Telegraphs,)

Asa fellow collepian of Pr. Iqbal Namin Gurtu, I first
saw him in the year 1894 when he was in the B.A. class of the
Muir Central College, Allahabad. Being a brilliant  student
he was liked both by his fellow-students as well as his professors.
He was, besides, a very popular figure at College, and was the
life and soul of the Litcrary Institute. It was due to his cfforts
that we had the benefit of listening to some of the bestand
illuminating lectures delivered by dlsnngulshcd judges and
barristers of the Allahabad High Court.  *

T left College in 1900 and joined service in the Govt.
Posts and Telegraph Department while Gurtuji, after a brief but
bright carcer at the Bar, moved 10 Banaras to dedicate himself
to the cause of cducation as an honoraty wortker. He has
remained wedded to Education since, although for a brief
period he worked in the Provincial Legislature as an elected
member from the Registered Graduates’ Constituency. But
wheresoever he happened to be he worked with a zeal and
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devotion Whlch surpasscd those. of even paid and salaried

persons. Ce
' After pattmg from College, I did not have any contact with
Gurtup till T retited from ‘service and began to lead a retj=td
life at Allahabad. Here I met him again when he was elected
as the Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad Univetsity. I noticed
his fine qualities and was greatly impressed by the remarkable
ability with which he managed the affairs of the Univessity.
His freatment of students was also unique, his doors were
always open to teachers and students alike, and he always tried .
to solve all their problems and difficulties in a sympathetic
manner. But with all his friendliness to every member of the
University he administrered its affairs justly and impartially. To .
recount an instance ; once a student, the son of a high dignitary .
had failed to put in the required percentage of attendance.
+ Panditji, without caring in the least for "any consideration,
straightaway debarred him from appearing at.the examination.
He always tried to hold the scales of justice even.

Anothet thing that struck me greatly = was Panditji’s
humanism, his brotherliness towards all without making any
distinction between the rich and the poot, the high and the low.
He tried to attend all social functions organised by peons, clerks,
the Umversny and officials, and was a picture of joy and mlrth
there meeting all and sundry. |

The key-note of Panditji’s long and honoraty. service has
been his adherence to high principles “of life and deahng justice
to all without fear or favour.

May the Almighty grant him longer lease of life so that
he may continue to serve the Mothetland as selflessly and
unostentatiously as before. | -



An Humble Tribute
[ Shei K. Rajgopalachari, Retd, Head: from Burma }

Tt is @ matter of sincere joy that the old students of Panditji
hat® wiscly resolved to celebrate his  75th birthday by offering
their humble tribute of love and gratitude to the great soul
that has been a beacon light to many a2 wagfarer. Who can
dare to describe the sun that gives light to those in darkness.

1 have admired him as a great cducationist and have
humbly tried to cmulate him in my own small sphere. His
lofty sense of Duty, *stern daughter of the voice of God,” has
left ag indelible mark on my mind. Whether as Headmaster,
Vice-Chancellor ox Patriot he discharged his duty without fear
or favour. .

Another outstanding quality in him is his utter sclflessness.

" He lives for othes. Service is his religion. He has given frecly
but silently to many a noble cause. He sacrificed 2 bright careetr
at the call of his country when Dr. Annic Besant, that great
fricnd of India, appcaled to young men to help her Central
Hindu College, and has been one of her most trusted licutenants,
He has been an enlightened Nationalist serving his counttymen
in various capacities, Alas, our public life today can count few
such stalwarts |

What has been the source of inspiration of such 1 magnetic
personality 7 Only those who know him intimately can attempt
an answee, To me, itis his deep spiritual nature that is the
mainspring of this noble soul. I believe it is the message of
Theosophy, and later of Krishnaji, that has inspired him toa
dedicated life. It is indeed as a great Theosophist that he has
appealed most to me. Ioffer my humble salutations at his
feet.




A Tribute
[ Prof, U. A, Astani, Assté. Prof. of Physics, B, H. U. ]

1 am happy to have an oppottunityto express my appre ja-
tion of the great seducationist Pandit, Iqbal Narain Gurtu. < His
health, energy and willingness to do honorary work in the
cause of education even upto the age of seventyfive, are by
themselves a4 ‘handsome -commentary on his greatness. How
can human ‘words materially add to what his life ptoclaims
so eloquently at evety step.

Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu adds to the qualities of his
Jearning and deep éatnestness—the vittues of 2 perfect gentleman,
Tt may be possible to have differences of opinien with him, ;but
never a quarrel. o

May his sweet amiable face beam over institutions of
learning for many more years and inspire young lives along the
paths of greatness, service and self-sactifice. -



Pandit igbal Narain Gurtu
{ Shel M. M. Pnndc, Besant College, Banatas. ]

SButsuing the vistas of the golden past,

An’ seeking to esolve the cnigma of life thro’ sclf-ablution,

Negating the sclf for the attainment of sclf,

Didst thou live in the blissful harmony of spirit,

Integrating thy being by tearing the veil of ignorance,

Tearing away from all fetishes that cloud the vision of man.

In keeping with the cherished ideals of the ancient sages.

Quuictly didst thou lay down thy sceptre and crown,

Beiring the burden of an ascetic’s life for a vital cause,

Annihilating all conceits, all longings that callously

Leaven the sentiments and ignite us to grapple with nobler

thoughts;

Nor didst thou seck the luxurics of the wotld as thy nced,

Amid the swank splcndours that adorn the lives of men.

Rising above all tcmptauons that lure the baser minds,

And impel them to frisk in fortune ‘midst mortal joys,

Imitating ephemeral delights that clude and escape us every
moment,

Negative pleasurcs—that sooth not nor satisfy.

Governed by mightier principles of love thou dedicated

thyself

Unto those who needed thine help to sustain themselves,

Raising them from the rut to 2 great and mighty heritage.

Thou fired 4 million hearts with a burning zeal,

Uplifting a fallen race by regenerating posterity.




ﬂ”. iqhal Narain Gurtu

(A Tnbufe )
(M., M, Pande, M A )

A tribute to a. revered soul Whom I have held ever in awful
veneration may be 2 presumptious endeavout on my part,_'and
moteover, I ain afraid I may not be able to describe his multi-
coloured personality for it requires a great deal of verbal dexte-
rity to teveal the charms of such a coloutful personality which
has irradiated its sacred influence over three decades.

For me Pandn)l has been a symbol of the golden past. . To
say he is an institution connotes very little. -He is more than
that, a colossus that has ruled over his age and stood as. anm
adamant against the tide of time. Calm, setene and deep, he is
very tefined in h1s tastes and manners. Inspite of the encroach-
ments of age he.retains a lively spirit marked by a tremendous
vigout. Motreover, he is the epicentre of a great social whitl,
There is hardly an impottant function. where his presence is
not sought; The R. V. T. instititions.owe a great deal to :,hxs
unremitting zeal and he continues to take a keen "interest even
now in vatious educational act1v1t1es.

It is not for me to recount his achievements. He has been a
builder., And the institutions.that he has built and the lives that
he ‘has. inspired ate the living monuments of his robust persona-
lity. He has been' a teachet par excellence, not a mere instructor
but an ennobling influence lending impulse to thousands of
men and women around him. ‘

His life was a pute dedlcanon His genius could have led
him up to the summit and he would have had a meteoric success
but he threw himself with a single-minded devotion into the
task of nation-building by training young people to recognise
their her;tage and vindicate the honour of the mothetland.
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He was onc of the team of workers whom Dr. Annic Besant
had chosen for her great task of regenerating India~the mother-
land. His'many fricnds and pupils have already cxpatiated upon
his virtues’and paid him their loving tributes, There remains

[cothing for me to say txcept what his most reverential figure
in3pires me to say and which I feel proud in recording here,
for such an opportunity is a privilege in itself and onc can
chose to be garrulous without the fear of rebuff.

What then 1 Docs he need our culogy ? Are we to bring
him in the light of things ? How silly indeed ! He shines in his
own resplendence and sheds an incandescent gleam around ous
dack and dismal lives. He has been full of gtace. Not only does
he possess a powerful personality but also an animated mind
and a soul purc and transcendant, He is a perfect example of
that inner and outer refinement which givesa polish to  charac-

_ ter and lends a harmony to the varying movements of life.

His life is an object lesson on the art of living. Everything
in time and in its place appears to have been the motto of his
life. And, indeed, you will hatdly find a more immaculate
cxample of an ordered and disciplined lifc elsewhere.

Panditji is completing his 75th year yet his spirit flags not
nor falters. He is indcfatigable. In him we have a synthetic
blending of Gyan and Karma. He has never aspired for 2 name,
He has always been shy of recogaition. Those who love him may
dedicate their souls to him, may publish commemoration vol-
umes orinscribe his name on Tablets but he has neither sought
the approbation of men nor has he cared for their reprobation
Daty has been his watch-word and whatever he has done has
been sanctified by an instinctive call for duty. Heis, indeed, 2
repository of unflinching faith and his convictions are born out
of a self-abnegating will. Let us pray that he might live with us
for 2 hundred years TCT: 79 and be our unfailing guide along
the tortuous pathway of life.

e st



Dr. Igbal Narain Gurtu

( Shri Hari Narayan Chowdhary, 'Ex-Prefect; C.H.C. and Asstt. State
Commissioner, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Bihar. )

About 47 years ago, when I was 2 student of class VIIT; in
the old Central Hindu College of Dt. Annie Besant, at Kama-
chha, Banaras, one aftetnoon” a strong news ran through out
School, “A new devotee of ‘Amma’ is coming from Kanpur to
do honorary work in our- institution.” We did not know if
he would setve in the School or College. Drt. G. S. Arundale
was our Headmaster. To our great surprise one afternoon, a
fair and smart Kashmiri gentlman, with an air of natural dignity
and polished manners, dressgd in pute white pyjama and sher-
wani and a high grey oval-shaped cap, stepped into the Loyad
Memotial Libraty Hall of Hoestel No. I. Pethaps our much--
feared .Hostel' Superintendent Pt. Chheda' Lal was also with
him. We wete even more amazed when the rfew comer declared
. that he was entrusted with the duty of helping the boatdets of
Class VIII in their studies. This gentleman was Pandit ( now
Dr. ) Igbal Narain Gurtu, M. A. LL. B., D. Litt. Of course, it
was only for a few weeks but that year the result -of our class
was excellent. Perhaps, it was the fitst test of Gurtuji, because
no one expected that ‘Amma’ would assign to him such a trifling
duty ; -not any one of us expected that Panditji, who had come-
to serve Dr. Annie Besant, having sacrificed his career as a
prospective lawyer, would agree to accept that'triﬂing.job, But
Panditji stood the test bravely and did his duty with love and
devotion. In the ‘eyes' of Dr. Besant no work was small or
great, and evety worker had the same honour in her treatment.

Very soon Pandit Gurtu was made the Joint Sectetary of
the great College and we used to meet him on his way to the
College Boatrd of Trustees Office punctually at 10. 30 A. M. and
leaving it ‘sometimes very late in evening. Dr. Arundale was



Gurtuji with Prefects of the C. H. C.
(1909 )
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our Headmaster 2nd Panditji was also requested to take some
classes in the School. He taught English and History in higher
classes. ‘The students attended his classes with pin-drop silence,
partly owing to his serious and dignificd air and panly
owing; to his interestiag teaching.

1 think, it was in July 1909, that Pandit Gurtu was made
the Headmaster of the School, when Dr. Arundale was assigned
the Principalship of the College and for ncarly four years he
remained the Headmaster of the School. Dr. Arundile had alrea-
dy introduced the Prefect System in the school about two years
before, on the model of Dr. Arnold’s Rugby Public School of
England, Tt was 2 new thing for India but really it was worth-
while and  was very helpful to Pandit Gurtu, T believe, who
worked it out very successfully and to the great advantage to
the institution. Corporal punishments were totally abolished
long before, and the discipline of the school was greatly main-

" tained with the help of the Prefects, who were sesponsible both
in the School as well as in the play field, I vividly remember
one scene whea two gentlemen students, one of whom is now &
High Court Judge and the other till lately was a Dirctor of
Public Instruction, wete tried in a Prefectorial Court, 2 member
of which has also been a3ligh Court Judge till recently, but now
retited.  The Judgement of these weckly courts were greatdy
valued by Pt. Gurtu, who supported the punishments suggested.
But there never was any ill-will between the prefects and the
friends tried for mischicfs. In hostels they were great friends.
Paaditji had complete confidence in his Prefects and they had a
very Joyal and devoted trust in him. A Prefectorial tradition was
strongly founded in the School, and those semi-authorities
were respected and loved by their fellow students as much as the
Prefects loved them. The Prefect System continued for many
years even after Mr., Gurtu had left the College in 1913,

Mr. Gurtu was a regular visitor in the playing field and
almost all the teachers regularly took part in the games, Most of



them played also with the boys. Of course, thete was a kind
of affectionate awe and treverential fear or wonder towards our
beloved Headmaster who never gave any pumshment but s1mp1y
called the criminals in. his office, after they wete tried by the
Prefects, and his flushed face, stern eyes 4nd strong wotds, wetg
énough not to make them repeat the cnistakes again. In short
Pandit Gurtu was a strict disciplinarian, and at the same time
an intensely affectionate Headmaser, devoted to the best service
of the young boys and the children of the School. Of coutse
he was put to ctiticisms and strong mistepresentation by those
who did not come neater to him, but only studied him-from a
distance and superficially. But those who worked with him

in intimate contact, must say that he was an ideal Headmaster
in India as Dr. Arnold might have been in England.

~ In April 1913, the<“Band of Servers” left the Central Hindu
Cbllege, in a body-about 60 professors and teachers and 300
students—to join different other institutions owing to some
differences in the policies of the authorities, although their great
Leader continued till she handed over the great institution
to Pandit M. M. Malaviya to form the nucleus of 'the Banaras
Hindu ' Universsity, for which Gurtuji had collected a large sum
of money through the co-operation of his students. Later Gurtu-
ji was deputed by her leadet to various kinds of work mostly
educatmnal and political, as a professor in B. H. U, as a Secre-
tary to the Minister in U.P. Leglslature as organiser of Home
Rule movement in India and so on, but he never left his
colleagues of educational work in Banaras. For, sometime he
was the Principal of the Theosophlcal Natlonal School which
was started by Dr. Annie Besant at Gyan Geha in 1913, and
alwadys kept the welfare of this institution in his heart, even
when he was th¢ Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad University and
the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the B. H. -U., till he settled down at
Rajghat as the Manager of his beloved institution. The strong
tic of affection always remained with the gtreat leader and the
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cause for which she had wotked up till now with Pandit Gurtu,
and cven today hehas not lacked inspiration, and 1 think his
devotion will continue in lives to come.

Panditji’s life has been a life of great sacrifice.  His family
ang peesonal life bas evét been very simple.  He never needed
more than what was bately'necessary for a man of his position
and mapaged in whatever bis private income allowed.  When-
ever he reeeived more from any source that was given away for
the development of the institmtion on which he had set his
heatt as alegacy of sacrificial work left by bis great leader.
Even when he was in the U. P, Legislature and the Viee-Chan-
cellor of the Allabiabad  University for six years, the major por-
tion of.what he got was given away in the scrvice of others and
chicfly to the Rajghat institations which he has nourished liked
his own childzen. ‘To-day, 1find that he is the same Gurwiji
with utter devotion to his geeat Leader as he was in 1906, when
1 met him for the first time as my teacher helping me in my
studics in class VII1, cver clinging to the great ideal for which
he had offered his valuable services, His selflessness is undaunt
cd and he is ready to sacrifice every thing, cven the very in-
stitution which is the heart and toul of his sesvices. Did not
Dr. Besant sacifices her C. H. C.to the B. H. U.? T know of
an incident when Gurtuji sacrificed his own prospect.ve career
by a few years in publiclife in order ta save two of his affec-
tionate pupils, who are high Judicial authoritics. Had it not
been for this, their career would have been marsed.

Gurtuji is a man of very strong determination [ have
never found him yiclding where his principles were concerned,
so that the real cause may not suffer. This has made his nature
very thoughtful and ealculating. 1 have rarcly found Inm net-
vous even in great trials of his life.

At first sight Gurtuji appears to bea very seserved, man
but one who has known him intimately knows that he is not so,
on the other hand he is very social and at times full of humour.
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He is never found missing a social engagement, unless he cannot
help it for other important reasons. His polished and charming
manners have always pleased the old and young alike, even a
child for whom he has a very soft corner. ' »

~ So far as my pessonal relations are concerned, Panditjj is
much more to me than what Dr. Arnbld of Rugby was to Tom
Brown. I have always considered myself a member of his family
and he and his family have given me no less affection. I date

say there must be many of his pupils who must be feeling the

. same as I do.

.s

I heartily join them all in-wishing Pand:tp many returns of
his birthday.

Br. lgbal Karain Gurtu

[ Shri,Raghupati Saran Singh and Shripati Saran Singh;
Theosophical Society, Banatas, ]

Our family has the proud privilege of being closely asso-
ciated with revered Gurtu Saheb for the last four generations.
It was. probably in the year 1899 that our grand father late
Rai Bahadur Pashupati Saran Singh, met Pandit-ji and in later
years kept our fatherand uncle, late Shri Gajpati Saran Singh
and late Shri Senapati Saran .Singh, under the guardianship of
Pandit-ji in the Central Hindu College at Banaras.

Panditji’s life of discipline, of sacrifice, of -numerous
sterling qualitles of head and heart enraptured the students and
similatly of our father and uncle to such an extent that they
refused to accept the coveted job of our grand father, when
* " offered to them, after his death, and preferred to be in associa-
tion and under the guidance of Pandit-ji. Such inspiration by.
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his life, in the lifc of students, speaks for the wondetful quali-
tics and foree in the life and perronality of Panditji.

Thete ate very few personalities like Panditsji who have
inspited men by their own life and sacrifices and he is indecd
an example of raturated wisdom and youth at chis age of 76.

e wonder the sccret of youth that Panditji has at this age
of 75. e is just the same g5 we saw him when we wete small
kids. Weare keen and anxious to know the sceret of Youth
but fiave not the courage to ask except that we must know by
the Kind of life he leads,

We pray o the Providence that Panditji may have 2 very
lang; life to guide us,

We borw to him in revezence and in homage.

A Diamond of Rare Lustre

{ Shrl Ratneswar Jashi Joweller, Banaras, ]

Kalidas, the immortal bard of Sanskrit poctry and drama,
while writing ‘Raghuvansham’ recounting the glories of the
sesplendent Raghus, expressed despair of achieving any suceess
in his great undertaking. In the opening shloks of that great
epic he has likened his attempt to a dwarf raising his tiny hands
in a ridiculous effort to pluck fruits from a tall tree; toa
boatman trying to cross the mighty ocean by a fragile boat, so
on and so forth.

A somewhat similar feeling of incompetence overtakes me
at my attempt to describe the great qualitics of the head and
heart which go to make up the cflulgent personality of Pt. Iqbal
Narain Gurtu. But while Kalidas found many apt similics for
his case, my plight is, that T am unable to find one despite a
good deal of mental exercise. And while Kalidas succeeded
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wonderfully well-may be, only after invoking the aid of Par-
vati and Parmeshwar, the patents of the Universe,~I am confi-
dent of meeting a dismal failure even if I invoked the blessings
of the-countless gods and goddesses of the Hindu pantheon.
I would fain, therefore, leave that task to be done by abler and
better men. But the urge within me of paying my homagg” to
Panditji on his 76th. birth day is so overpowermg that I venture
to pen the following lines however poor their language and -

faulty their expression. | -

Vast numbers of students and teachets may justly claim
him as an ideal headmaster; Theosophists may with equal
justification, describe him as an elder Brother and as the
vety personification of Society’s ideal of ‘universal brothet-
hood’, engaged in the task of the great Masters; politicians—I
mean the Indian vatietp and not the western ones of Dr.
Johnson’s concept—may declate him as a staunch nationalist
and a valiant fighter for the cause of India’s freedom, risking
his very life for the sake of the nation and venturing a hazard-
ous journey over the mine-laid datk oceans during the First
Wortld War, to give battle to Britishers on their own soil ; uni-
versity. men may place him on a very high pedastal as an emi-
nent educationist having successfully managed the highest office
of the Vice-Chancellotship and the Pro-Vice-Chancellorship of
the two of the premier universities of our country by a combina-
tion of the rare qualities of a great educationist with that of an
efficient ‘organiser and an able administrator; thesis—writing
doctor may well envy his D. Phil. and LL. D. degrees;
citizens of Banatas may feel proud of his civic Chairmanship
of the Banaras Municipality and on his Herculean efforts to clean
the Board’s Ageans Stables stinking with cotruption, and
demoralization; the bright and promising children, boys and
gitls of the Rishi Valley Ttust institutions may duly claim him
to be nothing less than a father who has so lovingly aﬁd~
generously reared them“up.
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All these various people may pride upon Panditji’s
great achicvements in  different spheres, :u.ul the 'honours
showered upon him  without  his  having asplrc‘d. er
wrought for them. But my ascssment of Panditji is
from a dificrent angle. While T share in common with
‘e other people their above sentiments regarding  my
Gurudeva, Panditji, thete is one aspect of his, which has left
the greatest impress upon my mind. To me personally he has
appeated as a diamond of rare lustre, cut brilliaatly by Nature’s
own hands, every particle of which radiates purity of life and
sublimity of character. Panditii has lived his life so simply and
grandly that it is well fot us 1o emulate his cxample.

If my prayer and puckar can geach the Creator 1 carnestly
bestech him to fet Panditji remain in our midst for many more
years in robust physical and menta) health inorder to guideand
inspire us all,

R Benign Personality

(Shri B, Sharaman, B, A, P, A, to the Vice.Chancellor, B, 1, U.}

I deem it a great privilege to pay my humble tribute to

Dr. Tqbal Narain Gurtu who has been a source of great inspira-

" tion not only to me but to many people who have come into
intimate contact with him, It was my good fortune to
work under him for many years in the educational institutions
both at Kamacha and at Rajghat,

Among the numerous outstanding qualities which contri-
buted to his greatness, two ate worth mentioning, his cxtra-
otdinary sympathy to the suffering and to the distressed and the
thoroughness with which he dealt with anything he took up in
hand. T have scen personally with what great care and anxiety
he was once sitting throughout the night by theside of a student
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from Gujarat who had an attack of cholera two decades ago
when ‘the Besant College ( former Theosophical National
School ) was situated at Kamachcha. He has been giving free
medical aid up to this day to the poot villagers round about
Rajghat and he even used to go petsonally to the houses of the
sick people in the ups and downs of Saraimohana, not
appceoachable by cats. \

Pandit-ji took the greatest care to make a complete study
of anything that he took up in hand from all points of view
and used to go into minute details. He was not an impractical
idealist hastily jumping from one plan to another.

The educational institutions at Rajght are living proofs of
his great work and he took the most prominent part in building
them up along with Mr. Sanjiva Rao, Mr. Rama Rao and Mr.
Damodar Prasad. He hasbeen a pillar for these institutions
from the time they were founded and he used to spend anxious
days and nights to place them on proper financial footing. At °
an age when one would like to spend his days in ease and com-
fort, he used to go about from one corner of the country to
another for collection of funds.

Pandit-ji’s wise counsel and guidance is vot only sought
for at Rajghat but by many public institutions and bodies with
which he has been connected. He has been a soutce of gteat
help to many of them. '

It is our earnest prayer that Pandit- -ji may be with us
for many more years to continue the useful service he has been
rendering to the youth of the country.



Dr. Igbal Narain Gurtu: Rs | See him

( Dr. P. Razdan, Acting Principal, T, T. C., B. H. U.)

Not by the positon onc holds but by the life one
lives is the worth of 2 man truly judged. Dr, Gurtu has held
high offices. Allthe credit to him for that. So many people
have held high offices. But Dr. Gurtu has been different, Tt
is this difference that marks him as a man of worth—worthicr
than others who have held positions even higher than his. His
life has been a life of virtue, a life of nobility, a life of self-
sacsifice.

Some people have the knack of broadeasting their attempt
at good conduct. Even their weakness appears a virtue, for
are they not making Herculean cfforts to conquer their weak-
ness ? Is that not virtuous ? They are always conscious of
their cfforts beeause they are conscious of their weakness. They
advise others to inculcate similar virtues as they are trying to
or pose to possess. They are full of advice Virtue has not be-
come a part and parcel of their life ........ Not so with Pt.
Gurtu Ji. With him there is no attempt, much less effort, at
virtue. Ithas become a part of his conduct, a part of his
nature, a part of his very life. He is not conscious of it. Such
men do not know they are virtuous. They do not advise others
to be virtuous, They take virtue for granted— not in them-
selves alone, not in others alone, but as a characteristic of life
in general. That is perhaps the highest practical stage of virtue.
Pandit Ji has reached that stage and as is usual with such per-
sons, is blissfully innocent of it. Naturally, there is no show
about it.

Virtue can be raw, crude, unpolished, unfinished in its
expression. Much of the chatm of virtue is lost thereby., His
virtue islike a finely cut and polished diamond that shines by
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he wn Justre. e has oan clegance of conduct, 2 g:r ce of
demeannur, o rhvthm of personatity, which is all his That
i nnle the ounwand expression of the nner fife he lea is. That
saises crude vintue (o the level of finished nobility.

Foe people hnow the sacrifices he'has madc to build up,
vhe Schanl at Rajghat. Few peoplt know the hard  and
cstuzble work bie has putin for the T mocnphtm} Society of Dr.

t
Porant's time, oo ‘npix.. know  the amount of suffering he has
crone tor the salie of Banaras Hindu University in order
top cave 1L Eram {‘()Yaibii, closur

ol
-
.
2
e
™
"l

during its adverse days, and to

ire

ot it on s sound footing. [1is sacrifices  are innumerable
pthier dields of activitdes and other walks of ife. But nota
vord, cven by way of bing, will you hear from the mouth of

L3

V.

Another man weuld have tarned a cvnie if he had not been
sartahly rewarded or ﬁmgﬂ} compensated for what he has done

For others, But with bim there was no motive of reward,
Yroble deed s apart of his personality. It needs no extrancous

compeneation, Juis both an act and a reward by itself. This is
Svishibmmd Barmal in worldly Hife. This s ‘Karma Yopn© in



An humble Tribute
(Shei Anandmurti Quizilbash, Retlred Teacher, Besant Collcgc,Bannma'.)

\, Atthcend of cach’ century 2 great cffort is made by the
Spiritual Government of ¢he world to revive and regenerate the
ancient truths in order to push further the evaluation of the
Great Plan of the Universe. Accordingly, the Theosophical
Society, Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj and the other allied move-
ments ushered into India, the ancient home of the Rishis and
the radiating centee of spiritual basis fot the whole world. The
great Ashoka’s Budhism was revived by Col, H, P. Olcott in
Ceylone, Burma and clscwhcgc and thousands of institutions
began to sing the glory of the great Budha, the one and only
perfected man of this cacth. In 1898, the mighty soul, Mother
Anaic Besant gave new }ight to Hinduism and the Sanatan-

" Dharma by founding TheCentral Hindu College (now the nucleus
of the BanarasHindu University) at Kashi, the spiritual capital of
the East. ‘That ( C. H, C.) luminary, lit the whole world with
its cffulgence and by its magnetic touc_h revived the religions
of the world. The greatness of the Aryan Race was shown to
the world as the great repository of divine knowledge and thé
hoaty ancient wisdom.

In C.H.C. ‘were gathered together a Band of Servets
whose divine activities illumined the whole of India,
The whole of the country was dazzled and electrified
with the grand mission’ of the great College. The Band includ-
ed maoy a finc soul whose noble and united cfforts have given
India, her rightful place in the comity of nations to-day. Mother
Besant by her magnetic personality attracted the finest workers
of the country to the C.H.C. and her all round efforts in.educa,
tional, political, social, spiritual and ‘religious spheres drew the
finest intellects of the country to assist her’in her grand and
noble mission.
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Rai Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu is one of those brilliant in
tellectuals who, after ﬁmshmg his bright academic career at the
Allahabad University threw-hifnself heart and soul in the setvice
of the C.H,C. in 1905; as an honorary worket -assisting all day.
and mght in an ub1qu1tous mannet.

, After. the great headmastershlp oﬁDt G S Arundale of fhe
C. H. School Gurtu-ji became its  Headmaster -and established
the noble trad1t1on of admmlstratlve efﬁcwncy in the management
'of a pnvate institution whlch was conducted admlrably without
govemment aid. An unsohclted test1mon1al to- this effect by
the then most cr1t1cal Govemment adorns the walls-of the
Sharga HalI to this day He is a_ stern - dlsc1p11nar1an but has
got-an almond kemel heart. He was the secretary of the mana—
ging committee of the C.H.C. and went out several times on 2
begging itinerary for collecting funds fot the gteat institution
with Dr. Annie Besant, Dr. Arundale, Dr. Bhagvandas, H. E.
Shri Prakash Dr. L J. S.. Tarapotewala and -50 many others.’
~He worked as the superintendent of the GH.C. Boarding house,

assisting the great P, Chheda L4l of Bareilly College .in h1s
heavy work. Shri Shyama -Charan De, ' the ommpregen{:-
educationist fo the Banaras University, is his great admirer to
this. day. e

Wxthout a free Indla her mission of Peace and goodwﬂl in
the world could not he established. - So the great Mother, while
catrying the heavy bufden of the Presidentship of the Theoso-
phical Society, also took upon hetself the great political agita-
tion work of the Congtéss and Home Rule League for India. In
this great work her licutenants, Dr. G. S. Arundale, ‘Pt.. I. N.
Guirty, Prof. P. K. Telang, Mr: D: K. Telarig, Mr. B; P. Wadis,
Jamna Dass Dwarka Dass and others followed her' to _the. very
ends of the world and courted internment and obloquy of the
British Goverment. . She along with these licutenants captured
the Indian "National : Congress .; ( founded . by ‘Hume, 2
Theosophist ) and made it really a national voice. of India. It
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is to the credit and glory of these people that Congress rules
India now. Today Indla’s voice is heard all over the globe and
it is no lcss to the credit of masterly work of Gurtu-ji in the
political field. He has also :worked as the secretary  of the
Te §. in India several times,

His main work has béen to reform the educational system
of the country.  He has been for Jong years the Vice-Chancellor
of the Allahabad University and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the
Banaras University. Ie has been at the helm of National
LEducation after Dr. Annic Besant, Dr. G. S. Arndale,
P. K. Telang and others up 1o this day. e is at preseat thcv
President of the Rishi Valley Trust Institutions at Banaras.

He has worked inside the U. P. Goverament and legislature
100, and has fought glotiously the malpractices of the old regi-
me. He has fought nobly for the rights of the Junior League
of-Nations, I mean for the establishment of the National System
of Scouting in India under the leadership of Dr. Annic Besant,
He was at one time the Organising Commissioncr for East
U. P. under the Indian Boy Scouts association of India, of
which Dr. Annie Besant was the Hony, Chief Commissioner
for the whole of India.

Suchis the alf round carcer of our Gurtuji who has really
built the R. V. T. institutions at Rajghat, Banaras, )

May he be spared long to guide the destinies of the youth
of the countty on right lines—Amen |



To Gurtujl

( From the Staff and Students of Besant College b}

Seventy-five years of graceful living, scventy-ﬁve yeats'of
overt activity, seventy-five years of burnirg zeal directed to the
service of humanity through education matk the life of our
veteran, ‘ o ' -

Panditji, as we know him has been the hfe blood .of our
mstltutlon since its inception. He is one of the band .of
Workers who made a conscious self-sacrifice for the revival of
India’s pristine glory in rcsponse to Dr Besant’s clarion call.
Education, as she thought was a gieat factor in bringing
about the regeneration of Ind1a——the motherland. The English
systém of education was tending to kill her spirit. . Hence she
fOfmuIated a national system of educatmn and hailed men and
Women flom every patt of the land to join her in the task of
raising up a new supersiructure. Her voice attracted the noblest
sons of India and men of great calibte, with immense possibi-
lities of fame and foituné crowning thelr mundane efforts,
gathered round her to build up India anéw. Of these the
names of Late Professor P. K. Telang, Dr. Igbal Narayan Gurtu
and Shri B. Sanjiva Rao will ‘bz gratefully tememb"red by -
every. lover -of education.

Panditji’s educational activities ate ”\ifi’de and “varied. He
was a Professor, a Headmaster and a Vice-chancellot on
successive stages of his career.. Whatever work he undertook
to perform he always left the indelible matk of his personality
on it. His life has been a life of ceaseless action. Always ovet-

-worked, he never exhibited signs of exhaustion or fatigue. He
seems to be . possessed of 2 supetnormal strength, for he has
ever displayed an infinite enetgy and inspite of his age he has
been exerting himself with an unflagging spirit. '
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Panditji has completed 75 years of active life and is passing
through the 76th ycar of a resplendent birthday and yet he is
Bright with the vision of a glorious achicvement, for he has
lived a purposcful life, cvery moment having its own utility,
every hour its own siynificance, every day its own sacred duty.

Panditji has an abiding and deep-scated love for our insti-

tution, for he has helped it grow and develop since its infancy.
Whether on the scene or away from the scene he carried the
institution in his heart wherever he went.  He worked for its
welfare with an unremitting zeal.  His mind always rested on it
and his heart had its reposc here. It is permeated in his very
soul and is upheld by his noble sacrifices.  He has worked for
our-nstitution for over two decades and even now we have the
good luck of living under the shadow of his monumental faith
which veritably inspires us and sustains us with hopes anew to
therish that which he has striven to build, We shall be proud
o be the inheritors of his faith, May he live fora hundred
rears to guide us and lead us to our goal through the mighty
cataclysms that threaten to upsurge the world around us.



Pt. Ighal Marain Guﬁ'tu S 76th Bwthday

From Leadet, dated September 14th 1953

The impulse that moved Igbal Narain Gurtu nédrly half a
century ago to forsake the path of self interest and -to devote
himself to public causes has continued to be with" him ‘over all
these yéars. Born in a middle class Kashmiri family "he was
nurtured-in its traditional principles. He. passed his matricula-
tion examination at an early age, then his education rafn through
the usual channels, and he came to the Muir Centfal College,
Allahabad to complete his educational career. At that time the’
Muir Central College had but a limited intake, It was not 4
residential University, but the number of students being ‘small-
individual attention was paid to theit needs. The staff being
substantially English, students coming. into contact with it
imbibed many of the virtues of the English race. T

THE VICTORIAN ERA

Naturally the fore1gn way of life had an attraction for
youth then, the position is still similar—to judge by the recent
pto-Russian trends visible amongst the younger intellectuals
of our own universities today. The Victorian era was opening
out. The gods were to be Mill and Bright, Darwin and Huxley.
In other words British liberal doctrine had started to filter into
India and catch the imagination of the young. At College,
Igbal Narain Gurtu studied-assiduously, mastering the English
language and became a polished speaker. He was prominent
amongst his fellow students and caught the eye of the elder
generation.  One of those whose company he sought and from
which he beneted culturally was the great jurist Mahmood, fam-
ous as an independent and uncompromising figure on the Bench.
Mahmood was learned both in the moral sciences and the
arts, and his humanising influence was soon felt by all those who
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gathered around him. But the staus of a student ¢ame to an
end and Iqb'xl Naraln Guttu tuened his attention to thc law. -

IN TIIE LEGAL \VORLD

- The legal profession- in those days attracted 2 very. distin-
gmshcd class of youngmen, for opportunities in other walks of
life were of the, most *imited character. ‘The bcst talent of
‘those days found not only a livelihood in law but mtcllccm'xl
and social satisfaction. Igbal Narain Gurtu was ]aunched in
the lcgal world by hlS father-in-law, Pt. Pirthi Nnth Chak, the
undisputed leader of the Kanpur Bar. Thus there was no doubt
that opportunity had come to the aid of talent. Actually Iqbnl
Narain Gurtu ‘had 2 lucrative brief at the moment when he,
muchi to the disconcernment of his relations and friends, turned
his face away form the Bar, .

3 ’ REBIRTH OF IDEAS

The doctrines which he had imbibed of liberty and the like
had to be applied to India and Igbal Namin Gurtu like many
others before and after him. realised that the spade . work
which had to be donc to make the Indian soil fertile for
the growth of “these _ideas ‘would require the whole ene:gy of
many men. "This work of making a rebirth of .ideas could not
be combined with other work. At that time ~Annie Besant was
1cndmg a plonecnng movemcnt pa:tly rellglous and partly edu-
cational. And since it was appatent that education was the’ Ley
to progress Igbal Nnmn Guttu ]omcd \'Irs Besant s educatlonnl
nctwmcs T R

CIN HINDU COLLEGE T

He "began, as’all must, “at the bottom, s a mere teachen
Then he got what was his due-the headmastership of the Central
Hindu College.. Those who cah throw back.their mind: fo
beginnings, and do” not forget that achievement also has =2
beginning, must realise that the Cenltral Hindu Collegé was the
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nursery whete future educationists grew up. " In law one often
has to seek the root of the title. Even now if one looks around,
many men in power may be recognised as students of Igbal
Narain Guttu.

The Hindu College was not exactly the favomed child of the
then Government and Igbal Natain Guertu had to steer carefully.
But thete can be no doubt that with c‘oufag_e and wisdom he
made the institution the first of its kind—a non-official school,
which aimed at producing patriotic and culturéd young students.
The emphasis was not on acquiring the art of- makmg a living
but on patriotism, learning and religion. '

When there is 2 tendency at.the moment for each man to
contemplate upon his own achievements the life of Iqdal Narain
Gurta might well be drawn upon to.indicate that there were
men who foresaw long ago the role that India was to play and
prepared a generation who would help India play that role. ¢ _

THEOSOPHICAL COLLEGE

After many years Igbal Narain Gurtu left the Hindu College
not without a wrench. He transferred hts‘ac1v1tlcsl then to the
Theoseophical College where he taught hi_étory’, for a while.
In his hand the subject could not be just dry bones, but he gave
to it flesh and blood and made it a living subject. At that périod,
he was constantly in touch with Teldng, another man of the
same type, who had also been drawn into Mrs. Besant’s cizle.

Igbal Narain Gurtu then resided at Shantikunj. One wing
of that house was kept by Mrs. Besant for her own residence.
It was the meticulous orderliness of his mind and of his way of
life that enabled him to jointly tenant Shantikunj with Mrs.
Besant, She loved cleanliness and beauty and Shantikunj in both
its wings worte the appearance of a sheet of well polished glass.
The flower beds were full of the season’s varieties, the lawns
were well kept, and the trees stood pruned as also the hedges.
For Igbal Narmin Gurtu also is happy with nature. He has
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often withdrawn himself to the hills for a while and drunk de.p
their beauty and their health giving propernty,

HOME RULE STRUGGLE

*  Once for a short time Igbat Narain Gurtu entered the turb-
ulent field of agitational politics. That was during the first World
War when Mrs. Besant stasted her Home Rule movement,  Her
paper from Madras wrote vigorously in support of freedom and
she came to be a suspect in the eyes of her own race.

It was during this period that Iqbal Nanain Gura was cho-
sen to lead a deputation which was 0 pur India’s casc before
the British clectorate.  There was talk whea their ship lefe port
that they would be interned when they reached England. 1In
those days it was not fashionabk to court trouble. The

rumours were well founded.  Igbal Narain Gurru got no further

“*than Gibralter. They were detained at the then bastion of the
Empire and sent back home. Thus ended Igbal Nacain Gureu’s
agitational carcer,

IN LEGISLATURE

Then there was a slight shift of interest. Not education
alone, but politics also, was to hold Igbal Narin Gurtu for
a while. Hc entered the Provincial Legislature at a time, when
Chintamani was making his first breaches into the bureaucratic
strongholds. To work in the company of so consummate a
master of speech, soastute a tactician as Chintamani, could
not be without its advantage. Chintamani studied his brief
and broke down resistance by a dexterous use of facts and
figures. ' That was a time, when those, who were in power,
seldom openly accepted the truth of the popular case.

But the impact of seasoned argument cannot be resisted
for long and the non-official opposition slowly but steadily
influenced governmental policies. Igbal Narain Gurtu became
one of Chintamani’s licutenants and though he lacked
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Chintamani’s incisiveness and his . capac1ty to 1mpale hlS:
adversaty nonetheless by his sweet reasonableness and the
dignified presentations of his case he helped his leader greatly.

MONTFORD: REFORMS B

‘Then camé the Montford Reforms and for a Wh11e Iqbal
Narain Gurtu became the Pathamentary Secretary of Pandit
Jagat Natain. Jagat Narain Mulla was not'an ordmar.y type:
He had afirst class mind, with an infinite capacity to analyse
and to take pains. He saw through 4 false argument -quickly.
His growl was provetbial, and- he had -an incapacity to suffer
fools ; but he had 2 soft heatt, and was courteous to those who
had no axe of their own to- gtind. Moreovet, he succumbed
to facts and to the logic ef an argument. - With such a chief
it was. easy to get along if the lieutenant was honouvrable, intel-
ligent and hard-working. Iqbal Narain Gurtu had no troublev .
with Jagat Narain. ' '

HEIR TO A GREAT LEGACY

Then for a while we see Igbal Narain Gutrtu back in
Banaras, amongst his old. surroundings, taking charge of the
educational institutions -which Mrs. Besant had founded,
Amongst his pupils‘ who now staffed some of the instutions
he lost himself for a while. He tried to inculcate the true spirit
of service amongst the remnants of Mis. Besant’s devotees.
He even took up the secretatyship of the Theosophlcal Society
itself as an act of fa1th By then mun1c1pa1 aflairs in Bansms
badly needed disinterested ouldance and straightening. 'The
work was entrusted to Igbal Narain Gurtu who became
Chairman of the Municipal Board. But he had to leave that

office as he was elected Vice- Chancellor of the Allahabad
Uh1ver51ty

GREAT VICE CHANCELLOR

Then he came to the forefront: agam This ‘tir'ne as the
Vice-Chancellor of his own Un1ver51ty The office of Vice-
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Chancellor carrics with it great prestige but no power. The
one weapon which a vice-chancellor has is persuasion.  His
strength Hes in his moral influence.  The members of the sta
are teally not subordinate to the vice-chancellor.  The students
arc not school boys to *be punished and birched,  While the
stall’ represents the best talent of the country, the students
represent the pick of the youth.

To carry a community of this naturcalong lines which one
believes to be in its best interest requires wisdom and patience.
Co-operation can only be had on the terms of mutual respect
The Allahabad University has had many vice-chanccllots and

_posterity will assign them their truc positions, but one may
“be surc that Iqbal Narain Gurtu wil] undoubtcdly be considered
amony the best.

—_—h

His term of office was not spectacnlar, but he pursued a
steady policy, and few will say that his actions werc actuated
by any selfish motive. He demitted office quictly as he entered
it. Itisa tribute to him that no building stands namied after
him in the Uuiversity. His portrait even docs not hang
amongst the portraits of the great vice-chancellors, Then for a
while Iqbal Narain Gurtu rested until ealled back to office.

ASP.V.C.IN B, H. U.

"The late Vice-Chancellor of the premicr University of Alla-
habad quictly stepped into the subordinate post of Pro-Vice-
«Chaoccllor at Banaras. Duty called and the level of the post
did not matter.

At that time the famous Radhakrishnan was vice-
chancellor at Banaras, DBrilliant and widely sought-after, his
.Spnlding Professorship at Oxford occupying much of his time,
he guided the University and administered it inits broader
aspects. The detailed administration was seally in Ygbal Narain
Gurtw’s hand.  He served the University and his chief loyally.
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Then he went away quictly. Radhakrishnan left not long
_aftérwrards." - ‘ |
GENEROUS IMPULSES

The years had how begun to tell and’ Igbal Narain Gurtu
felt that the loads should be carried By younger men.  He was
asked to take fresh heavy burdens, but the state of his health
did not permit this. He went back again to the school he had
helped to build--to lighter work. At Rajghat today he lives his
daily life giving advice when asked and helping all good causes.

Throughout his carcer he has let anonymity cover his good
deeds. It is thereforc not proper to refer to his generous
impulses ‘

Those who go to Rajghat and meet him, still come away

with the impression they carried of him when he was younger,

. : =S
of a man whose consuming passion is service to the causcs thaf

are deat to him.

Many think that he is out of tune with the spirit
of the times. That is not so for he has also been an
experimenter, specially in the field of education. But he is little
reconciled to the passing away of the graciousness to which he
was accustomed. The clamour, the aggressiveness, and the lack
of consideration for the other man’s point of view—characteri-
stics of the modern age—ate distasteful to him. For all that,
he loves to be amongst the youth of the present generation—
for he is and shall evet 'be schoolmaster. No chiselled statue, no
dexterity with paint .and brush can convey to the generations to
come the inner spirit of a man: the man’s mental, and religious
make-up. Much less can an attempted pen-portrait. But the
urge to write about Igbal Narain Gurtu could not bﬁ.resisted.

" 1,too, must add a flower to the bouquet which friends
propose to hand to him on his seventy-fifth birthay.

LI RV I



At the feet of the Guru

] Shel Lakshman Sabaya. ]

Quite a large number of my friends have been enquiring
from me if I am writing anything about *Panditji” for inclusion
in the Gurtu-Commemoration-Valume. They have been pleased
to remark fusther that my absence from it will render me liable
to be premly misunderstood.  Toffer the following lines as
my explanation,

1 penuinely feel that all that would be said on this happy
occasion of Panditji's 76th birthday by his numerous pupils,
friecnds and admircrs when picced together would go to make
only the bare owline of his bright picture.  Althoug personally
1 had thz rare privilege and opportunity of  watching this
picture for many years and during all the hours of the day, the
neater I have approsched the canvas, the more radiant has this
picture appeared to me. Its colours, cven after the lapse of
three quarters of a century have not faded ; in fact they have
grown brighter with age like the paints of the shaki days. And
as 1 gaze at it with wondering eyes even that blotch, ‘the-Jove-of-
fame’ which mars the face of even great and noble portraits, is
not 10 be found onit. Any attempt, therefore, on my part to
reproduce this picture by my fragile pen is sure to spoil and dis
tostit. Forthis reason 1 have chosen to content myself with
laying my flower-offerings at the feet of this picture of my
guru, philosopher and guide.

May its brilliance last longer and continue to shed its lustre
in order to light our path for many more years to come,
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AN APPRECIATION

Artaeva Nasixnes Diva
(VieChameller, BELLY)

At a rewnlt of the infiltration of the risih hberal caltsee there was

initiated an intcHactnsl movesirnt in Indin it the nincteenth century.
10 rought 1 moderabe Indun rchigion sod it socal muitgtions i hae-
meny with service xd hummtarimiun, I the wale of this move-
mest Theaaphy came to fudia w1575, 1t eedisonvered the spinnual
tthof Indu aed rorandated themy in modem bingoage and workeld
aut 3 symhads between the Fat and theWet, Through the magnetic
proscnstity of Dr, Ammie Beant it tooh camr to onrtane powerful
influence in the Tneliheduestad middle claw,
T b tqhal Narain Gurta 1t 3 poble product of this age of Indian
remiimance, He aceepied the prindples of theoraphy a3 has creed and
being imtenscly sincere i his hehicls deaded a1 quite a young age to
dedicate his Jife to the eause of thootaphy and cducstion. He gave up
his practice at the bar and placed Lis services at the dispoul of Dr, Desant,
He terved tire Centaal Hindu College, the Allahabad University and the
Banaras Hindu Univenity with great disuncion and ability,  He s
3 distinguithed educationise of our eoumry,  In polities he belongs 1o
the hberal school of dthnught. As a theosophise he is an exponent of
Indian culture and belicves in the fundamental unity of all religions.
Hislife is a sermon on the sclfless serviee of the country and it is our good
fortune that he is with us to inspire and guide us. 1 offer my felicita-
tions to him on the happy occasion of the celebration of his 76th birth-
day and pray that h2 may bz long spared to us to give us the benefit of
his ripe judgment and rich experiencs of human affairs,

13






AN APPRECIATION

. Aciianya Narexnra Drva
[l'i(r'-Clnmtr!lm. hIUj

As a result of the infiltration of the British Bberal culture there was
initiated an intcllectusl movement in fndia in the nincteenth century.
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mony with service and humonitarimism, In the wake of this move-
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his practice at the bar and placed his szevices at the disposal of Dr, Besant,
He served the Central Hindu College, the Allalabad University and the
Banaras Hindu Univensity with great distinetion and ability. He is
a distinguished cducationist of our country, In polities he belongs to
the liberal school of thought.  As a theosophist he is an exponent of
Indian culture and believes in the fundamental unity of all religions.
Hislife is a scrmon on the sclfless service of the countey and it is our good
fortunc that he is with us to inspire and guide us. I offer my felicita-
tions to him on the happy occasion of the cclebration of his 76th birth-
day and pray that e may bz long spared to us to give us the benefit of
his ripe judgment and rich experience of human affairs.
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A TRIBUTE TO PANDIT]JI

Dr. SAMPURNANAND
[Horme Minister, U.P]

My acquaintance with Pt. Iqbal Narain Gurtu started well over thirty
years ago and my feeling of warm appreciation for his personality has
grown with the passing years, He was Headmaster of the Central Hindu
School, Banaras, at the time we first met and a most successful headmaster,
in every sense of the term. The Central Hindu School was not just one
of the many institutions which exist to enable the student to pass his
cxaminations. Along with the Central Hindu College of which it was
a part, it had set a higher objective before itself and the stamp of that
objective is borne to this day by those who had the privilege of studying
at these institutions in those days. Mrs. Annie Besant, Dr. Richardson,
Babu Bhagwan Das, to name the most prominent personalitics, were
intellectual and spiritual giants who could not fail to produce a lasting
effect on the characters of those who came in contact with them. They
had succeeded in gathering round themselves a noble band of sclfless
associatcs, men of great depth of conviction, scholarly in habits and yet
possessed of superb evangelic zcal and activity. Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu
was one of the most notable members of this group of devoted men and

carned the goodwill cven of those who were unable to appreciate the
Theosophical Movement and its lcaders.

Like other followers of Mrs. Besant, he could not keep aloof from
politics. 'That the political opinions held, and the political programmes
countcnanced, by him and many others like him differed radically from
thosc adopted by the Congress after the advent of Mahatmaji in the
ficld is quitc a different story. Pt. Gurtu was not the type of person
who gives politics the first place in his life. Thus he never came into
violent clash with the new movement and its leadership.

He has taken part in the civic life of Banaras with distinction.
He belonged to a distinct school of thought, a school brought up on the
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traditions of liberal British Parliamentarianism, but even those who
considered such an attitude an anachronism in the context of Indian
life were prepared to congede sincerity of purpose to him personally.
That is why he made no encmics by his public acts or utterances.

Thete is a softer side to his nature, which is perhaps not apparent
on a castta] acquaintance. He is fond of ajoke and quick at making a
repartee,  During the days that we were both members of the U.P.
Legislative Council—I am referring to the years 1927-30—1I had the
opportunity to spend some very pleasant evenings in the old Council-
lors’ Residence in the company of the Iate Mr. Chintamani, Pt. Govind
Ballabh Pant and Pt. Gurtw. Gurtuji had a fund of interesting stories,
in whith figurcd some of our most noted men, and, an inimitable manncr
of recounting them. His polished manners are reminiscent of that old
order of socicty which is fast passing away. A thorough gentieman,
he has the rarc knack of finding himself at case in any society.

I wish Gurtuji a long and happy life. There is much that men
of a younger generation can learn from him,



IQBAL NARAIN GURTU

[{}

SANKAR SARAN, BAR-AT-LAW

[Former Judge, Allahabad High Court. . x—P:cfect Central Hmdu Collegiate
School, Baiaras]

In the openitg years of this century when pubhc 11fc in India was
in its formative stage, self-sacrifice was almost an unknown quality
amongst cducated people, specially in the State of = Uttar Pradesh.
It was then that a young rising lawyer gave up his ’p.ractice at the Bar
and dedicated himsclf to the service of the country. That young man
was Igbal Narain Gurtu. Those were great days, Mis. Annic Besant
having founded the Central Hindu College at Banaras attracted to it
men and women from different parts of the world who came to serye
in a missionary spirit. - The appeal was so gteat that old men and women
came out of their retirement to devote themselves to the service of
this great institution. Young Gurtu was fired by the appeal of the
Central Hindu College and having joined it, threw himself heart and
soul into the work. No work was too small for him to undertake.

When he joined the Central Hindu College in the yecar 1905, he was
only 27. An M.A,, LL.B,, a finc product of the Allahabad Univer-
sity, with brilliant mental equipment and bright prospects in the legal

profcssion in front of him, Igbal Narain Gurtu turned his back on
worldly success and took, what might be described as the vow of

poverty, chastity and obedicnce.

Igbal Narain Gurtu’s entry into the Central Hindu College was
not heralded by any fanfare. He just came in as an ordinary worker
and was put on probation by Mrs. Besant. He was given odd jobs
to attend to. TFor a time he was in the College Sccretariat. Then
he was asked to assist the Superintendent of the hostel. For a time
he was given teaching work and finally he was put incharge of the
Central Hindu Collegiate School which in those days had the great
rcputation in the cducational life of our country. Whatever work
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was entrmted to fghal Narain Gurtn, he tool up ungradgingly and
gave an exccllent aceonnt of Rimxlf. He was univessally respeeted
for his devation to duty and unstinted loyalty to his leader, Dz, Anuc
Beant,

In the preparatory stapes of the Banaras Hindu University, it
was comsidesed that the teachers of the Central Hindu Collepe would
be the natural leadess of the Hindg Univenity,  Circuntances so
shaped themselves, Bowever, that the devotad followers of Mes Beunt
could not take their share in the administeation of teaching of the Hinda
Univenity, instead they founded in Bamaras and in other eeptees small
but etficient educational imtitutions where the ideals of the Central Hindu
Colleke, as taught by M, Besant were to be put into pracice, Ighal
Narain Gurtu keft the Central Hinda Quollege and jomed Mrs. Bewant
in her Theosophical Fdueational Work in 1013,

. Tt is difficult for me to write about Pt Igbal Narain Gurtu because
in doing so, 1 have to survey practically my whole hfe. Pe. Tqbal Narain
Gurtu and my father were intimate friends an young students at the
Muir Central College, Allahabad, Their friendship Listed as long as
my father lived.

1t has been my good fortune 1o have known Pr. Ighsl Narain
Gurtu for over $0 years and have had the opportunity of watching him
from close quarters duting the Tt 45 years and | can say in all sincerity
that T have never, during all these long years, found Igbal Narain Gurtu
faltering in his devotion to his great departed leader, Mrs. Annie Besant,
or to the cause which she inspired and he espoused.  The Theosophieal
Institutions at Banaras had many ups and downs during their 40 yeats
of existence and 1 have scen how during fair weather or foul, he has
stuck to these institutions and has done his best to solve their problems.

In voluntary institutions, paucity of fands is an ever-present
problem. Gurtuji solved this problem for the institutions, he solved
by not charging a single pic as salary from these institutions and begged
for them. Ocasionally Jie got remuncrative appointments c.g.,
Parliamentary Sceretary to U.P. Government in the carly days of the
Montague Chelinsford Reform and as Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad
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University. During these periods, the major portion of his income
was devoted to charity, principally given over to these institutions.
I hope, I reveal no sccret when I say that the total charities of Igbal
Narain Gurtu amount to over a lac of rupees and the bulk of it has
gone to the institutions which he served faithfully. Other good causes
have also received his support. The Harijjan Ashram at Allahabad
has been the recipient of his charities. Another institution, the Annie
Besant School at Allahabad owns a fine building which is the gift of Pt.
Iqbal Narain Gurtu. I dare say, there are other institutions of which I
have no knowledge which are the recipients of his generous contribu-
tion. |
Iqbal Narain Gurtw’s life has been a life of austere simplicity.

He has borne inconveniences which would normally annoy anybody
and has certainly annoyed his friends and relations. But in matters

which he considers important, Igbal Narain Gurtu is not willing to .
yield to anybody. |

I could write pages about his private life, his numerous achieve-
ments but I shall refrain from doing it. It is’enough if I record only
the general effect that his life has produced on his students, including
myself. S

As a little boy at home, I knew him as my father’s best friend. As’
a student at the Central Hindu College, I knew him as a strict discipli-
narian and paradoxically enough a kind-hearted headmaster. In after
life, I have known him as a man of the highest integrity, both in public
and private lifc. He has pursued his ideals unfalteringly in fair weather
and foul.

I will just narrate two incidents in his life illustrative of this point
and which have created a deep impression on me. A friend of his
who gave up a high officc and thus sacrificed his public carcer out of
loyalty for Iqbal Narain Gurtu had a son. This young man was a
student of the Allahabad University where his attendance had fallen short
by a few days. The Vice-Chancellor could condone it but certain rules

had been made and according to those rules, the young man’s shortage of
attendance could not be excused. Inspite of his friend’s rcquests and
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pressute from other {riends, Igbal Narain Gurtu did not condone the
shortage of attendance.

Another incident is connected with an appointment in the Univer-
sty. A dear friend’s sof-in-law was a candidate for an appointment.
The young man was highly xjualificd but his qualifications did not appear
to the Vice-Chancellor to be suited for the particular appointment.
Igbal Narain Gurta did not support his eandidature, actually he oppased
that appointment. I am perfealy satisficd chat in both these eases the
step he took was inspired by a high sose of duty.  Not that he did not
feel sad. But duty was duty,  These are rare qualities and if ever we
needed these qualities, they are today.

Scattered throughout India, more specially, Uttar Pradesh, there
are men no longer young but who have ths firc of youth in their hearts
because they have scen how in manhood and later in old age, Igbal
Narain Guety has lived a life of dedicated service for the noble cause
‘to which he vowed allegiance a5 a young man. What loyalty ! What
sacrifice 1! What lofty idealism !!! May he live long to uplift and
inspire is the sincerest prayer of the writer who owes so much of value in
life to him. )



A TRIBUTE

Hon'sLt JusTICE P. N, SaPRU
[ Tudge, Hz"gh Coutt, Lt(lcknow]

Among thosc who have worked devotedly for the cducational
advancement of this State, Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu occupics a very
high place. There is no aspect of cducation with which he is not ‘
acquainted. Few can claim the intimate acquaintance that he possesses
with problems of not only university but intermediate and sccondary
cducation. o : ¢

There arc teachers and teachers. - Some are capable of influencing
the lives of their pupils; others arc mere instructors in the subjects
they arc supposed to be teaching. Shri Gurtu b;longs to the first
catcgory. o

It was my privilege to come under his influence in the formative
period of my life. Twas a student of the Central Hindu College between
the years 1909-1913. Dufing that period it was my good fortunc to
come into intimate contact with Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu. Without
exaggeration he was the best head that any school could possess. He
was loved and respected by his students and at all times they were willing
and cager to carry out his orders. The old Central Hindu College
owed a very great deal to him. Able, modest and unassuming, he was,
nevertheless, a man of iron will and nothing could turn him away from
the path he had chalked out for himself. To his self-sacrificing spirit
can be attributed in large part the glorious success of the Central Hindu
College. Pandit Igbal Narain used to work in an honorary capacity.
Money has never meant anything to him. He is the most self-
effacing of men. :

Pandit Igbal Narain is a man of versatile talents. He has read widely
and thought deeply. He is a man of firm faith and strong conviction.
Deeply religious by nature, his motto has been that of service before
self. Everything that he has touched he has adorned. Not only can
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« he be regarded as a great cducationist but he was also at onc time one
of our most successful parliamentarians. A staunch nationalist, he threw
_himsclfin his younger days with commendable ardour into the struggle
for Home Rule, led by Mrs, Annie Besant. As a member of the U.D.
Legishative Council and as a junior Minister, he was highly successful,
Of the Liberal Organization as it existed at onctime, he was a pillar,

To know Mr. Gurtu is to respect him,  There are no contradictions
in his naturc. Sincerity is his hall-mark. Whatever he takes np he
performs seriously.  Not only has he a firm grasp of principle but he
has an infinite eapacity for going into the minutest detail of a complicated
problem.

Te is difficult for mc to write about Mr. Gurtu with detachment. I
have been closely connected with him for well over so years. He has
meant so much to me. To his advice both in personal and  public
matters T have attached the greatest importance.

The question may be asked as to what is the scerct of Mr. Gurtu's
magnetic pessonality. Certainly he is able and I should say, very able.
For his intcllect onc has an instinctive respect.  But it is not so much
his intellect as his character which compels admiration.  For Mr. Gurtu
is a secker after Truth and he has lived a clean, honourable life devoted
to the service of his fellow-beings.

Early in lifc, Mr, Gurtu chose to join that band of honorary workers
who made the Central Hindu College, which has now grown into a
mighty university, a wonderful institutiion. These stalwarts were.
broad, tolerant men, They had a high concept of duty. They had
personalities which could shape the lives of the young. Mr. Guitu’s
act in joining the Central Hindu College was one of great self-sacrifice.
Far after having qualificd himself for the profession of law, there is
no position which he could not have risen to. With his ability and
industry, he could rise to great heights in any walk of life but material
gain had no attraction for him. The community sense has throughout
his life been strong  with him and he adopted education not as a
procfision but as a vocation.

14
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For six years he was the Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad Univer-
sity. During that period it was my privilege to come into intimate
contact with him, both as a member of the.Executive Council and a
part-time teacher. In the building up of the Allahabad University as a
centre of learning and research, as a place from which knowledge radiat-
ed throughout the State, Mr. Gurtu made notable contributions. He
gave to the university a clean, honest and cfficient administration. He
was held in the highest respect by the staff’ and students. His ethical
approach to problems made him a valuable assets. The Allahabad
University owes to him a deep debt of gratitude for all that he did for it.
The Doctorate it conferred upon him was a recognition by a gratcful
institution of the services that he had rendered to it.

After he had severed his eonnection with the Allahabad Usiversity,
he started functioning as the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras Hindu
Universisy. He was the right hand man of Dr. Radhakrishnan, His
grasp of educational questions, his capacity for educational adminis-
tration and his moral enthusiasm were great assets to that institution.
Today he is the life and soul of the Rajghat School. ‘Who can deny
that Mr. Gurtw’s life has been a purposeful one

Mr. Gurtu carries his years lightly. He is receptive to new ideas.
He has no closed mind on any question. Courteous and suave in
manners, he is not impulsive in action. A balanced outlook is his most
marked characteristic.

There is no one in this Statc who is morc universally respected for
his qualitics of head and heart than Mr. Gurtu. Generations of stu-
dents remember him as a teacher who influenced their lives for good,
who inspired them with noble ideals, who pointed out to them a way of
life which would make for peace and harmony. To know him is to res-
pect him. If cducation is to serve the purpose for which it is mcant,
it nceds teachers, scholars and administrators of Mr. Gurtu’s calibre.
Mr. Gurtu combines in himself all that is best in the thought and culture
of the East and the West. He reminds one of those ancient Rishis wlio,
in secluded monasteries, were able to give a new dircction to the lives
of thosc who had the privilege of sitting at their feet. There is an un-
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mistakable personal magnetism about him. You cannot know Mr,

* Guetu without fecling an instinctive reverence for him. He has never
sought public recognition of his great merits.  Sclf-cffacement is one
OF his great virtues. Where moral issucs arc concerned, he is firm as a
rock. For he will never deviate from the Truth as he perecives it
He is not uncompromising in minor matters but where principle is
involved, lic knows no compromise. To say this is not to suggest that
he is obstinate, Far from that. Provided you can convinee him that
you arc right, he is always prepared to listen to you. Even with his
students he was never obstinate or stubborn. The hold that he had
over them was that of affection. Mr. Gurtu answers the description
almast to perfection of a Guru of old and I deem it a privilege both as a
student and as a relation to pay a tribute to a man who was in many ways
a pioncer in the ficld of cducation.



MY REMINISCENCES OF PANDITJI

Dr. Sir SitA RAM
f
[Ex-President, U. P. Legislative Cotnil

It is a matter both of pleasurc and privilege to be able to pay a
humble tributc to my cstcemed friend, Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu.
The first time I saw and heard him was when he and the late lamented
Mr. Arundale addressed a crowded mecting in the Meerut Town Hall
some decades ago, about the Central Hindu College.

Pandit Gurtu’s father, Rai Inder Narain, was a much respected
judicial officer in Meerut but I was then a kid and Pandit I. N. Gurtu
is about 7 years older than 111y£élf. Though I had a glimpsc of Pt. I. N.
Gurtu from a distance several times afterwards, it was only in 1921
that I found myself in the Legislative Council with him working in the
same group inside the legislature. I never had the honour of being a
member of the Liberal Party like Pandit Gurtu, Dr. Kunzru or
Pt. Gokaran Nath Misra, but a few of us used to work together on
the benches opposite the Government. Pt. Gurtu was for some time
later induced to work as Couneil Sccretary (Parliamentary Secretary) to
the Hon'ble Pandit Jagat Narain, Minister for Public Health, Mecdical
and Local Self Govt. In the legislature, Pandit Gurtu made his mark
by the lucidity and fluency of his speeches, by the cogency of his
arguments, by clear thinking and an independent nationalist attitude.
I had the temerity of openly differing from the group sometimes, but
Pt. Gurtu was always generous to me.

Pandit Gurtu’s interest in education is lifelong. He has dedicated
his life to it throughout. As a keen Theosophist he came early under
the influence of the magnetic personality of Mrs. Annic Besant and
worked under her inspiration and guidance for a number of years. He
was one of the pioneers of T heosophical educational institutions and is
even now engaged in this noble work. As Vice-Chancellor of the
Allahabad University and Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras Hindu
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University he worked with considerable tact and firmness and has lefe
his impress on both.  Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu is the embodiment of
politeness and gentlemanliness, He has a charm of his own which is
Ttesiible.  He is so modest and unassuming, so simple and methodi-
al. He is out and out a mah of honour, who will never stoop  down
to do anything mean or disceputable, Thoroughly straightforward in
his dealings, you can always Lnow where you are with him.

I think it-is a great pity that the services of a gentleman of his learn-
ing, probity, sacrifices and devotion should be confined at present only
to a few cducational institutions and e his talents and expericnce
should not have been uwsed in wider spheres.

Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu, of course, docs not possess what in the
present sct-up of things is considered a safe and sure passport for entry
into official public life. But he is one of those gentlemen who would
fill any plce in public life to his own credit and to the eredit of the
motherland and benefit of the nation at large.

As an old friend and admirer of Pandit Igbal Narain Gureen, 1
congratulate him on Lis 76th birth day and wish him a long and active
life full of health and vigour in the following words, through this
commemoration volume,

Kurwannewaih Karmani Jijivishet Sharadah Shatam.

AR TR Folife wad e (mz )



A TRIBUTE

Dr. P. Parya, M.A. (CantaB.) D. Sc.; LE.S. (Rem.) ENI.
[ Pro-Chancellor, Utkal ©niversity |

I deem it an honour to contribute my humble quota of tribute to
Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu on his 76th birth day. God be praised that
the Panditji has been spared to us to continue his service to the mother-
land in the sphere of education.

Although known by repute, I had the honour of coming in personal
contact when, Panditji came to preside over the annual function of the
Old Boys' Association of Ravenshaw College. All of us remember
still his thought-provoking- address on the occasion. |

In later years my association with the great man became closer
when I joined the Banaras Hindu University in 1949. Those like myself
who have worked with Panditji have entertained the highest regard
for his qualities of head and heart. His dealings with even the humblest
worker were always marked with courteousness but this did not deter
him in fearlessly criticising the work of others when criticism was
called for. His discussions of educational problems were always marked
with constructive suggestions without any trace of bitterness, and as
such commanded respect even from his opponents. During his long
carcer as a teacher and University administrator, he has achieved many
things. The Rishi Valley Trust, however, is the crowning glory as
a land-mark of residential instruction in India and will remain a lasting
tribute to his greatness.

Would to God that this great man may live long to give guidance

to younger people by his sage counsel and thereby continuc to serve the
motherland ! "

e e s s



PT. IQBAL NARAIN GURTU
]
A Great Liberal
L]

Gurmurs Niuat Stven
Speaker, Delhi State Legislative Assembl,
e ! Y

1 lud the pleasure and privilege of coming into contact with
Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu during the period T was a professor at the Banaras
Hindu University, fram 1920 to 1939, and I was greatly impressed
with his amiable personality and good manners—his genuine ben-fomfe.

Pr. Tqbal Narain Gurtu poswsses a very pleasing personaliy. A
smile is uswally hovering round his thin dips and his conversation is full
of wit and humoue, His specches are those of a widely read, cultured
‘and highly educated person, full of sweet reasomablencss, free from
heat or excitement, pursuasive and convincing. And his cyes arc
most revealing—they express his personality as if in a twinkling.

Pe. Igbal Narin Gurtu is in the tradition of great Liberals of the
Gokhale School. He had his training—~religious, social and political—
under that masterful personality—Mrs. Aunic Besant.  And he made
his contribution to the establishment and working of Parliamentary
insticutions i Indit when the Montford Reforms were introduced.
He cooperated with the first popular ministers in the U.D,, Shei C.Y.
Chintamani and Pt. Jagat Narain Mulla—~the two great stalwarts of the
Liberal Party—and was for some time Parliamentary Seeretary to them.

Pr. Igbal Narain Gurtu is an cminent educationist and he has
rendered valuable service to two of the oldest Universitics located in
the UP. He was Vice-Chaneellor of the Allahabad University for
two terms and Pro-Vice-Chaneellor of the Banaras Hindu University
for some years. In addition, all the cducational institutions run by
the Theosophical Socicty owe a deep debt of gratitude to him, He has
been connected with the Old Central Hindu College founded by Mrs.
Besant, and with the Banaras Hindu University, sinec it began func-
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tioning—first as a Professor of History and later as a member of several,
of the University bodies. At a very critical period in the history of the
University, Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu accepted its Pro-Vice~Chancellor-
ship and rendered to it very valuable service. He, however, refused
to stand for election for the Vice—Chanccll%rship of the University un-~
less he had the unanimous support of the members of the Court. The
presence of Pt. Gurtu on. the University Camypus, with. his life of service,
sclf-sacrifice and simple living and high thinking, is a source of inspira-
tion and strength to all members of the University—both students
and the staff; and I hope he will be spared to guide the younger people
for many more years to come. I offer my respectful congratulations to
Panditji on his 76th birthday and wish him many happy retuins _6f

the day.

s s, A g P 28



PANDITJI AS AN INSPIRER

Fhror. V. V. NARLIKAR
[Pro-Vid-Chancellor, B. I1. U.

Barnard Shaw once remarked to the effect that the best way to
work on a committee is to treat every item as a matter of life and death.
Shaw used the weapon of exaggeration to drive home a point.  Making
allowance for the cxaggeration we can all testify to the truth that the
remark contains.

It has been my good fortunc to work on several committees
with Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu duting the last twelve years; and I
can say with confidence that T have found the. best example of the
Shavian remark in Pt. Gurtu.

As Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras Hindu University I have
occasions now and then to rcfer to the old office notes and reports left
on the file by Pt. Gurtu during the short period that he was Pro-Vice-
Chancellor.  There is ample evidence here, for any one who wants
it, of his bzautiful handwriting, his chaste English, his love of accuracy
and exactness and his exasperatingly impersonal way of looking at things
with the larger interests of the University always at heare. It is diffi-
cult to believe that officc notes can be works of art but Pt. Gurtu, as
his admirers know, can do the incredible. Those who have greatness
in them do cven the small things in a great way and thus illustrate, for
our benefic, illustrious virtue, I have cvery reason to be grateful to
Panditji for the inspiration, that his cxample brings to me.

15



A TRIBUTE

Dr. GYANCHAND, M.A.: Pu.D.
( 3
[Ex—Financial Adviser to the Prime Ministcr of Indm]

Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu has worked for nearly half a century
with a spirit of dedication which has been, for those who have had the
privilege of knowing him a source of strength and inspiration. An
educationist by choice, he brought to his calling understanding of its
function and importance, performance of his dutics with meticulous care
and earnest desire to build for the future. He answered the call. which
came to him through Mrs. Besant with fullness of his being and has
remained true to it and to her all his life.

He has striven hard, by precept and example—more by example
than by precept—to maintain high standards in education. In the
idealistic institutions that he built up he had a tecam’ of workers who,
in various degrees had answered a similar call and were trying con-
sciously to realize itspurpose in their work; but even in the other institu-
tions, like the Un versities of Allahabad and Banaras, he upheld the same
standards, and though it did not mean the line of least resistance, he,
in his own person, remained a torch-bearer and path~finder and tried
to create an atmosphere worthy of real educationists.

His interest in politics has been derived from his awareness of its
relation to the larger issues of life; and to the extent he has taken active
part in it, he has done so in the same spirit which animated him in his
educational work. He brought the qualities*of clear-sighted thought
to his political work and used the depth of feelings to serve the qualities
of his mind—i.e. understanding of its essentials and keenness to take
into account the unseen as much as the seen.

The country at present needs the advice and guidance of men of
his calibre—of his integrity, devotion and understanding—even more
urgently than ever. I hope that the sincere wish of all friends that he
may be spared for many years to come, to contribute by his example
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and cxperience to the creative effort of our people at the highest level,
and kindle in many spatks from the firc which has bumt in him so long,
so steadily and with such brightness would be granted in full measuce.

“May they learn from him the value and significance of sclfless work
rendered with knowledge of its relation of life’s inner purpose and faith,
that, in some inscrutable manner, lifc will grow from morc to more
and express the deepest urges of men in various ways in their behaviour
and their spirit within.

MY REMINISCENCES OF Mr. GURTU

Surt C, N. Crax
[Deputy Educational Adviser, Ministry of Education, New Delhi]

My first reaction when thinking of writing abous Pandit Iqgbal
Narain Gurtu is one of embarrassment, The hardest thing you can
do to a child, so it is said, is to describe him to himsclf. Pechaps, that
is even harder on the adult. But ancient wisdom has decreed that
certain intimate communications, like marriage vows, should be made
and in public. So beit with this tribute to Mr. Gurtu on his seventy-
sixth birthday.

Mr. Gurtu is a striking instance of a man who, while pursuing
major virtues, neglected no minor one. To those who are without the
supposedly minor virtues, these make a formidable list. Mr. Gurtu
has never risen late, never left his things in disorder, never been late
for an appointment, never forgotten a courtesy due from him or failed
to reply to aletter promptly. He has never wasted a penny that could
be diverted to a good cause. T could go on forever. But the surpris-
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ing thing is that doing all this, he did not fall in the bigger things that
confer personality and stature.

Everyone knows how at the beginning of his life he sacrificed
what promised to be a brilliant career at the Bar for which he had evely’
advantage—intellectual acuity, presence, charm, humour, wit, per-
severance, tact, influence, all in a remarkable degree. He chose instead
to dedicate himself to the discipleship of Annie Besant and to serve with
her in the many fields in which she served God and the men, women and
children of India.

For this varied service his talents were invaluable. He served in
politics, writing articles, making speeches, and once accepting the post
of Secretary to the Legislative Council for a short while soon after the
passing of the Montague—Chelmsford Reforms. But his first and
areatest love was education. He worked first as teacher and then as the
Head in two great institutions—the Central Hindu School and the
Theosophical National School at Banaras, that were founded by Mrs.
Besant. These schools achieved a reputation for character and service
that have rarely been attained clsewhere in India and never been beaten.
For the first time character-building appeared to become the main end
of cducation. The Schools got the early impact of the national move-
ment and the collected philosophy of thinkers from Plato to Pestalozzi,
John Dewey and”Maria Montessori informed education at them. I
had the privilege of reading for five years at the Theosophical School.
Ten years later when attending a course at the Teachers’ Training College
at Cambridge, I saw that things considered difficult of achievement
with the vast resources of Imperial England, had been realised at Banaras
through the dedication of personalitics such as Mr. Gurtu’s.

For most cducationists, becoming a Vice-Chancellor is regarded
as a great climax, In Mr. Gurtu’s life’s work, this was an incident—no
more, no less. And when he had served for two terms as a Vice-
Chancellor in one University he agreed modestly to serveas a
Pro-Vice-Chancellor in another which needed him, throwing himsclf
into his work with characteristic energy and with  characteristic
indifference to status and prestige.
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There were other fields of work, the Theosophical Socicty, the
Rishi Valley Trust, the BanarasMunicipal Boatd but one cannot mention
everything. ,

** The school remains his first love and he still labours for it, collect-
ing funds, attending meetigs. 1 should say—“school and colleges”
for the famous Women's College and the Montessori Schaol are there
too, and the Boys School is now a College.

As the years unroll, what old things do I remember of him most
clearly! His garden at Shanti Kunjwas full of poppics which asmaliboy
could only pluck when Mr, Gurtu was not about.  Again, [ remember
learning *In Memoriam” from him at Solan and what 3 teacher i was |
Those days he used to walk ten miles a day at day-break and wanted you
to do the same. And then I remember the wonderful old-world
courtesy with which he rosc from his elair as my wife entered the room

<on his first visit to me after my marriage. Wives are proverbially
critical of their husband’s relations and friends, but his grace charmed my
wife for ever.  He is a wise and affectionate friend to many, young and
old, and therc must be hundreds who feel as I do that in him we have one
of the greatest influences for good in the State of Uttar Pradesh—a
great, generous and truc man who blesses the land he serves.



AN APPRECIATION

t
Snrt PARMANAND, MLA.

[Sceretary, University Grants Committec, u.p)]

To think of Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu is to be reminded of a

quality we associate with the Avatars—that of cheerfulness in - all citcum-
stances.  Onc docs not care to recall the oceasions—cven if there were
any in his experience—when he met Panditji without his benignant and
openhearted smile which reveals some of the inner beauty of his soul.
My association with Panditji has been much shorter and less-close
than that of many who will record their reminiscences but 1 claim
to have been privileged to meet and deal with him in a varicty of
situations and in this it may be that I have advantage over most of us.
I had not the good fortune of sitting at his fect as a student but I had
the honour to scrve under him as a tcacher and as the University Libra-
rian throughout the six years he was Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad
University. Thereafter I was Secrctary of the Universitics Committee
of 1938-40 of which he was a prominent member. Later still I had the
privilege of contact with him when I was posted at Banaras as Principal
of Queens College while he was Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity. More recently I have had the good fortunc to serve on a number

of Committees with him. As a public man Panditji has been so much
in the forefront that onc need hardly rccall when he first made his

acquaintance. He has always been with us and we pray he will always
be with us.

I remember vividly the day when we met for the first time and
I made a clumsy reply to his proposal that I should vote for him in
the election to the University seat in the Legislative Council, under the
Montague-Chelmsford reforms. I told him that I had decided to give
my vote to the first candidate who asked for it and that he was the first.
This incidentally was a violation of the Government Servants’ Conduct
Rules of which, however, I was at the time blissfully ignorant. Panditji
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must have been shocked by this utterly irrespansible approach to the

* vital duty of citizendhip on the pare of one claiiming to be educated and

.

entitled according to the extravagant phrascology of those days to be
called a Drofessor.  He conveyed his sentiments in very delicate hinguage
exhorting me to weigh the merits of the respective programmes to \\:hidx
the partics whose candidates would scek our suffrage were committed.
I need not say that these few simple words did more to bring home
to me the importance of the vote than the good deal of reading 1 had
previowsly done and have since done on the subject.  They conveyed
no new doctrine or formula, but they breathed the faith which the
speaker cherished in the future of the nation and which 1 Jacked. I
was ‘foreed to reflect and in due course to shed my cynicism and to
partake of the faith which has now been vindicated.

Despite the sharp contrast between my crudity and his refimement

- which came out at this carly mecting—the contrast struck me at the

time and cannot have escaped him—it is matter of congratulation for
me that it has not prevented a deep aflection from growing up between
us. My respeet for him, unbounded from the start, has gone on increas-
ing and assuming an clement of affection while his kindness, always
proceeding from the depth of his heart, has found expression in so many
forms, cach more noble than the ather, that itis truly one of the cherished
possessions of my life.

The next incident 1 wish to recall wasa speech he made in the
coursc of a historic debate in the Court of the Allahabad University
on the subject of co-cducation. He spoke as a member of the Univer-
sity Court representing the Registered Graduates {not yet as Vice-
Chancellor). He won all hearts as much by the urbanity of his manners,
the clegance of his diction and the forcefulness of his arguments as by
the screnity of his temper and his refusal to be ruffled by the constant
provocation of intcrruptions.

. On the occasion of the clection which resulted in installing him
in tI'\c office of Vice-Chancellor, Allahabad University, he set an example
of right conduct which deserves emulation. The contest was between
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length, but also refuse to admit the authority of any onc clse be he one
'cqu.ﬂly ar even more distinguished in bis own field.

Panditji’s high sense of duty would not allow him to pass the

" fesponsibility for :dminiun:i\'c business which the University™s consti-
tution lays on the Vice-Chaneellor ta ather shoulders.  He also took
the duty, similatly imposed on the Viee-Chaneellor by the law, of super-
vising and conteolling the affiirs of the Univensity seriowly, This
was 1o easy tak in a University suled for ten yean by a scholar whose
policy of Laissez fuire while endearing him to those who shared adminis-
trative authority with the Vice-Chaneellor, had given rise 1o a doctrine
{untenable under the law) that the wishes of the man on the spot should
neverbe thwarted,  Pandigi in his heroic cfforts to combat the centri-
fugal tendencies acted under the serious, handicap—which has worked
favoc since lis time~that the incumbent of the exalted office which
he held is a bird of passage holding office for theee years while those
over whom he excrciscs authority arc permanent fixtures entitled,
morcover, 1o a share in the governance of the University and in the
choice of the Vice-Chancellor. It is no mean achicvement that he was
able to uphold the authority of the officc against such odds sithout
resorting to any of the now familiar ;methods of managing the University
stafl’ and authorities by judicious distribution of patronage, by the
building up of a pacty of “King's Friends” and by packing the Exceutive
Council and other University bodics. No student of contemporary
history with full knowledge of the facts of the situation would withhold
his admiration for the singular purity of his regime and the absenee
of any questionable methods of politics. His respect for the law and
complete disregard of personal “considerations is strikingly ilhustrated
by the refusal of the Executive Council presided over by him to condone
a small shortage in the attendanee put in (at tutorials in a comparatively
unimportant subject) by C.B.Rao (now of the LC.S) who besides
being one of the best students of his class, if not the very best, was the
son of Panditji’s dear and csteemed friend Sir C.Y. Chintamani of

Panditji’s(Liberal) Pacty, Editor of the Leader whose frowns and favours
16
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are matter of some consequence to the authorities of the University.
That Rao lost a year thereby will hardly be believed now.

Outside the purely administrative sphere, Panditji had the tre-
mendous advantage of his personality. By his gentle and persuasive’
manner and innate kindness he won the hearts of teachers and students
alike and imperceptibly raised the standard of behaviour and mutual
dealing.  All of us who were priviledged (without exception) to partake
of his hospitality got an. object lesson in how learning should be honoured.
His sense of dignity and propriety, his jealous regard for the honour
and good name of the University coupled with his faith in the essential
goodness of man and in the greatness of the destiny of the Motherland
gave him the strength to defy the under current of evil in the Unitersity

«

even to the extent of ignoring and disregarding its existence without
however compromising with it.

Though both Panditji and myself left the Allahabad University
almost simultaneously in 1938 we have both had a great deal to do with
University education since. His is almost the first name that comes
to everyone’s mind when in search of a Vice-Chancellor to whom a
University can be safely entrusted. He has been continuously serving
the Banaras Hindu University in one capacity or another and was for
years its Pro-Vice-Chancellor or Treasurer. He has been pressed to
be its Vice-Chancellor and his friends would not have spared him were
it not for the wisdom learnt from-the story of the goose that laid the
golden egg. .

It is an irony of fate that although being a student of history I
should be capable of taking a long view of things and should share
Panditji’s faith in men and the bright future of the Universities, I have
failed to do so and in many matters our views have differed. I do not
for a moment suggest that my views are entitled to any weight much less
to anything like the same weight as Panditji’s and indeed I would have
made no reference to this fact were it not that even this fact reveals
to me the greatness of Panditji’s soul. Even twenty years ago when I
was much younger and he at his zenith, he would never brush aside



any difference of opinion, as another in his position would only too
"readily do. He treated the opinions of junior colleagues with alntost
as much respect as he showed to opinions emanating fron the highest
*quarters. He would not dream of over-ruling a person in subordinate
authority whatever it might* cost, in time and trouble, to bring him to
reason or to adjust the divergenee in views.

Panditji’s personal magoetism attracts ceven the most shy. Of
unsocial {as distinct from anti-social) being there is no dearth in the
Universitics and the officc of Vice-Chancellor—high as it intrinsically
ishas been raised to greater heights by the jealous assertion of its dignity
by some holders of it. Yet everyone who worked under Panditji
at Allihabad during his Vice-Chanccllorship no mateer in what position
(as Dean of Faculty or as Chaprasi) hasan irresistible impulse to run and
greet him whenever he is in sight and on such oceasions the best that
‘we associate with Indian humanity and with the culture of the West
{which some in this country have been privileged to imbibe through
high cducation) exhibit themselves in a charming blend of benevolence,
cordiality and refmement.

I join my numerous friends in the fervent prayer that Panditji
may continue for many many years to give his invaluable services to
the Motherland and to inspire and guide the younger generation who
stand in greater need of such guidance today than ever before.
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On these occasions he was really at home and frank and helpful as an
* dlderly person is to his younger brothers and chﬂ.drcn.
May Panditfi live to the full span of human life—100 years.

.
.

TO DR. GURTU—A TRIBUTE

Sumi B. Sanjiva Rao, M.A. (Cantan) LES. Reto.

It was in the year 1909 that T first met Dr. Igbal Narain Gurtu.
There was already a small nucleus of a ‘group of devoted \.vorkcrs that
had gathered rownd Dr. Annic Besant. Dr. Aurandale, Miss Francesca

™ Auandle, Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu and a few others. In July 1908 there
was 2 regular gathering of workers drawn from all parts of the world
having one common but indefinable tie that had its beginnings in the
distant past, but maintained in this life as a bond of love and friendship
and loyalty, closer than that of family or race or even culture. Mrs.
Besant recognised it, gave it the seal of approval, forged out of our
separate individual lives a single instrument for the services of the
Masters and of India. The yellow shawl was the symbol, the outer
badge of that brotherhood.

This strange mystic attraction had drawn us from different parts
of the world—Dr. Gurtu had himself in some mysterious fashion come
into the field of Mrs. Besant's magnificent influence. 'When once one
came under her matchless leadership, life had only one purpose, one
supreme end, the utter dedication of it to the scrvice of our Chicf.
She was to us the agent of those who guided the destinics of our Country
and of the world. It was a great and wonderful adventure.

Forty four years have passed since that memorable union of hearts
and minds in one great endeavour, the co-operation in the work of

the Masters of Wisdom, that carry out the Will of the Supreme. Many
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But we have now amongst us onc who is teaching us that such
* a reconciling and harmonising Power is within us and not outside us.
We are slowly becoming aware of this. T write this in the sure know-
+ ledge that that Power of Wisdom and Understanding is with us, bringing
about this very reconciliation—and I have a decp faith that our elder
brother who has attained a great age will now take a notable part in
bringing peace and harmony in the world in which he lives.
I wish to send him on this occasion my deepest love and affection
as well as a prayer that the work on which he and T are cengaged may be
accomplished swiftly and happily.



PANDIT IQBAL NARAIN GURTU

R A0 BAHADUR R. MADHAVACHAR], B.A., B.E., M.LE. (Inp.)

o .

It is a great pleasurc and privelege to offer my greetings to Pandit
Igbal Narain Gurtu on his 76th Birthday.

His work, dedicated to the causc of educating the youth of the
country, in the premicr cducational institutions and Universities in
Uttar Pradesh, is very well known. From what I know, 1have to make
special mention of his inavaluable contribution, in collaboration with
Sri B. Sanjiva Rao and other collcagues interested in the teachings of
Krishnamurti, to the building up of the Educational Institutions at
Rajghat-Banaras. Even when he drew a fat salary elsewhere, he took
to himself only a small portion of it and gave the rest away, in an
unostentatious manner, to benefit these educational institutions.

Gurtuji has struck me as a true aristocrat, in the best sense of the
term, simple in his living and generous in his giving. Who, among
those that have known. him, does not also know of his refined manners,
courteous speech, and kind hospitality 2 He knows his mind and,
at committee meetings, he is not afraid of pressing his viewpoint
unhesitatingly but in a conciliatory manner.

Even after half a century of hard and strenuous educational work,
chiefly as a labour of love, he has vigorous mental powers, clear thinking,
forceful expression of his views and methodical working. He has
captured and kept the affection and loyalty of his friends. It is also well
known what interest he takes in the well-being of the unlucky indigent

cople living in the near-by villages. It is easy to admire him, but
difficult to be like him.

May he live long, quite hale and hearty, and carry on his work for
the growth of the educational work at Rajghat till it becomes a flaming
torch to guide the youth who enter the portals there, towards being free,
intelligent and integrated, throughout their life.

—— ey ey s
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PANDITJI

DR. B. DASANNACHARYA
[ Head of the Dept. of Physics, BH.U ]

I had the honour of coming in contact with Panditji when he was
first appointed” as the Pro-Viec-Chancellor of the Banaras Hindu
University. A great man, onc who was the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Allahabad, how could hie accept a post of a lower rank @
One who was accustomed to be No. 1, how could he think of accepting
a place, No. 2. Has he motives of manocuvring, by methods of diplo-
macy to bring about some revolutioh ¢ Has hé become a tool of some
party in Allahabad to bring about the downfall of Sir'S. Radhakrishnan
the then Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras Hindu University @ These were

- some of the thoughts that flashed in onc’s mind at that time. These
thoughts quickly disappeared when ‘contact with Panditji for some
time showed how utterly sincere he was and devoted to his work,
His fine geniality, friendly and helpful approach and' the great cffort
he made to really understand the root of a problem proved that here is
a gentleman trying to fulfil some high purpose in life. I have a convic-
tion that Panditji avoided taking decisions which would bring him into
conflict with his chief, the Vice-Chancellor. Lesser men are known to
take undue advantage, when dressed in bricf power, to create embarass-
ing situations. Panditji took time to come to decisions and would stick
to them when once made. He knew how to face difficulties and stick to
his orders.  He was kindhearted and soon forgot things which deserved
to be forgotten. 1 still feel that this pictuse is incomplete.  Where have
I mentioned about the gusto with which he could greet, a musical sweet-
ness about it and those kindly eyes that shed lustre to his great
personality.

When Panditji left the Banaras Hindu University to be succeeded

by a finance man, he set about devoting his encrgics entirely to his
favourite Rajghat Activitics. Panditji maintained his connections

17
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with the University as member of the Senate, Council or Court. In
the difficult days of Pandit Govind Malaviya’s Vice-Chancellorship of «
the Banaras Hindu University in 1949-1951, I recall with pride Gurtuji’s
bold stand in his speeches in the Senaté to hold . high ideals of academic
distinction and scholarly expericnce. But it was a great strain for him
and sadness crept into his heart and perhaps bitterness too. When I had
difficulties in the University myself, opposing the arbitrary atid “autocratic
regime then existing, Gurtuji heartened me with a sound. analysis of the
situation, when approached, which to some extent finalised the course of
action I later took and succeeded : “No compromise with evil, speak
out.” All eyes turned on Gurtuji in 1951 and ‘pressure was brought

s

on him from many sides to help the Banaras Hindu University by accept-
ing its Vice-Chancellorship. Did .he jump at it : He insisted oh an
unanimous vote from the Court of the University, the electing body.
Many felt then that in these days of democracy his decision on it was
wrong, but subsequent events have shown that perhaps he was right to .
stand aside for a new man. He is.always at the service of the Univer-
sity. If the epithet of Sthitaprajna of Gita can be apphed to anybody
today it is to Panditji, indeed !

Panditji is in excellent health and boiling Wlth enthusiasm : He
is not old, but only 75.9

———— e e



PT. IQBAL NARAIN GURTU

Pr. Devi Prasan Snuxea,
{Ading Principal, M. M. Malviya College, Allahabad]

1 have known Pr. Igbal Narain Gurtu for nearly sixty years. As

a student of the Christ Church High School, Kanpur, I noticed two
boys in the Queen's Park in 1892, Zulf or Pattas which they were
wearing excited my curiosity and on enquiry from some friends 1
was told they were brilliant students of the local Government High
School. Onc of them I remember was Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu and
the other his clder brother Pe. Braj Narain Guren.  They were sons of
Pt. Indra Narain, a Sub-Judge and also a bjg Zamindar of Kanpur I
would have tried to form acquiintance of Pr. Igbal Narain Gurtu bue
he and his brother chose Muir Central College Allshabad for their higher
studics. I could then sec them only in vacations when they came home
but now bereft of their Pattas.  Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu was a good
speaker even in his student life and used to take prominent part in
literary activitics, After passing his M.A., L.L.B., Examinations he came
back to Kanpur and began to practice law under the guidance of his

father-in-law Pandit Prithi Nath Chak, a great philanthropist and leading

lawyer of the city. Even while practising law Pt. Iqbal Narain Gurtu

engaged himself in public activities at Kanpur, Till then T had not

noticed that he had also a religious turn of mind. Onc fine morning

I was informed by a clerk of Pr. Prithi Nath, who was my ncighbour,

that Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu had given up practice and had decided to go

to Banaras to do some public work in honarary capacity with Mrs.

Besant who had just founded there an institution called the Central

Hindu College. He placed himself unrescrvedly under Mrs. Annic

Besant who appointed him as an Honarary Head Master of the Central

Hindu School which flourished under his care and blossomed intoa College
and subscquently became a nucleus of the Hindu University of Banaras.

Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu is industrious and thorough in the performance

of any work great or small which he undertakes. His life has always
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been onc of plain living and high thinking. He remained contented
with his private income. If he had stuck to the Bar, I am sure, with his
clear head and cloquent tongue he would have been rolling in wealth;,
but he preferred self-sacrifice and while quite young sct his face against
goddess Lakshini and began to adore Saraswati. Some persons tricd
to dissuade him but to no avail.

I had become more friendly to him by now and visited Banaras
when he was Head Master of the School. He took me round the
Institution which I suppose was the first of its kind to have a music class
and to give instructions to the students in Sanatan Dharma. Pt. Iqbal
Narain worked side by side with Mrs. Besant and took share in a]l her
activities. In fact he is one of her most faithful disciples. He is an
ardent Theosophist though he ‘does not look onc on account of strong
common sense which he has-got and a fund of humour which he possesses.

He was always a Congressman. until there was a split in it when he'
joined the Liberal group of Politicians. He is a social reformer but one
of conservative variety. During the First Great War his politics were
those of Mrs. Besant who asked him to go to England on a political
mission when sea-voyage was not free from peril. But the India
Council there considered him too hot and he was not allowed to land
there and had to come back from Gibralter. During the Non-co-
operation days he was an elected member of the U.P. Legislative Council
and was also for some time Parliamentary Secretary of Pt. Jagat Narain
Mulla, one of the two ministers of the Government.

Public activities of Pt. Igbal Narain Gurtu are manifold -but he is
pre-eminently an Educationist. He represented registered graduates in
the old Senate of Allahabad University. and became a member. of the
Court and the Executive Council when it was reorganised as a teaching
and residential University in 1921. After the retirement of Pt. Ganga
Nath Jha, Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University it was with some
difficulty that some of us succeeded in persuading him to stand for the
-Office.  He imposed two conditions. First, -that he would not canvass
for himself as the post was a salaried one, and second, that he wouldnot
vote for himself. He strictly. adhered to his word and not only ‘did not
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scanvass for himsell but sometimes would make our task difficult by
releasing, friends whose promise for vote we sccured. We alio were
« trying for him had to facc a strong opposition but the popularity and
public work of Pr. Gurts wys the only weapon with which his canvas
scrs, few in number, fought and succeeded. Pr. Gurtu remained Viee~
Chancellor of Allahabad University for six years. The University
celebrated its Golden Jubilee during his time. During his regime the
affairs of the University were conducted with efficiency and great success.
Pt. Gurtu gave a substantial pare of his salary to the institutions he had
nursed. Tn recognition of his services Government has rightly made
him a life-member of the Conrt of Alfalabad University and the
Univ'crsity has quite appropriately conferred a Doctorate on hinu.
After retirement from Allahabad JUniversity Pr. Gurtu was not
allowed to enjoy rest. The late Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya stood
badly in nced of a Pro-Chanccllor for the Hindu University, as its
Vice-Chancellor Dr. S. Radha Krishnan had to go away every now and
then from there for long periods.  Malaviyaji and Dr. Kanhaiya Lal
camestly apppealed to Dr. Gurtu to take up the work. He who was the
Vice-Chancellor of  Allahabad Univessity for six years did not  allow
dignity to stand in the way and he yielded to the persuation of
Malaviya ji. Heserved the Hindu University of Banaras as its Pro-
Vice-Chancellor faithfully and cfficienctly and with great tact, specially
in 1942 when the University was in a very great danger. As a member

of its Exccutive Council he constantly assists the authoritics of the
University.

All this time Pt. Igbal Narain Guetu has not slackencd his activities
in the field of Theosophy. Even during his retitement he is looking
after the educational institutions of the Rishi Valley Trust,

May he lead long the life of a Rishi.



MY REMINISCENCES

SHRI SATYANARAYAN CHOWDHURY
Q.
[Distt. and Sessions Judge, Biliar.]

The 76th birthday of Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu is not merely an
occasion for immensc joyousness to thousands of persons like me all over
the country but also an opportunity to express our deep debt of grati-
tude which we owe to him and for offering a prayer for many a return

of this happy day.

Almost the very first personality with whom I had the privilége of
coming in contact, after going to Banaras, was Panditji. I was taken to
him as a candidate secking admission into the 7th Class of the Central
Hindu School, the rcnov\rm;d institution of which he was the illustrious
head master. I went to Banaras when the session had already far advanced
and the advice of the head master was thatI should take admission
into a Class lower than the onc to which I had been promoted in my
old School. The suggestion appeared as atonce derogatory to my
-childish pride and T said I would rather go back to my old School in
the Province of Bihar. This cvidently cvoked the sympathy of the
head master, who was, almost universally, regarded as a very stern
person to deal with. He modified his original suggestion saying that
he would admit me into the higher class on condition that T would be
promoted, only if I succeeded in sccuring first class marks in cach subject
scparately.  This to my mind is illustrative of the amount of interest
and meticulous care which he brought to bear on the ultimate welfare
of cach student of his big institution which had on its rolls, I belicve,
about one thousand youngmen. As a guardian I now realisc the wis-
dom contained in that advice and I wished this advice was availed of
by many a guardian who in their anxiety to push up children cause them
a grievous wrong,

The atmosphere which had been created by him and his colleagues
tn the Central Hindu School and College was full of life and inspiration,
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My own impression of the time is that the whole atmosphere was $o
shoroughly surcharged with life that one could sense even the bricks .of'
the buildings pulsating withlife almost palpably. Onc of the factors which
created this atmosphere was perfectdiscipline to which he subjected himself
*23 much as he did those under his care. is regard for discipline was deep

and the thoroughness with which he enforeed it inspired in the alumni

a sensc of awe. I remember very distinetly how the information of his

coming towards any particular bloc of the  School or wing thercof
spread almost instantancously and every body concerned, the teachers
probably morc than the students, became all attention and alert bringmg
themselves into a sense of readiness 1o face the awe mspiring presence,
My friend Mr. K. Rajagopalachari a pupil of his (who himself in his
own ttim became a renowned head master of a large School in Rangoon)
will bear me out when I say that it required a lion's heart to face thar
presence when one was called upon to answer a charge of indiscipline

. comphined of by some teacher. Discipline was not at a discownt in
those days and most of us arc grateful for having been subjected to a bie
of grinding.

Undemcath this stem outer aspeet there breathed a heart which
was full of deep love and sympathy for his studerts and it did not need
much effort to discover the same. My own fecling is that when he came
over to the Theosophical Collegiate School he made a definite and
positive attempt to bring out into a bolder relic{ this feeling of love
which was really of a profound nature and which he bore all along in
his immensc heart for his students. The importance of love became
very much emphasised in the Theosophical School which started on its
arcer with the motto “Education as Service™ and where the medium of
instruction was to be love and love alone. The look he wore i the
Theosophical School was always “imperial” and never “imperious”,

He tried to observe every student placed under his care and deve-
lope in him the facultics sprouts of which became noticeable to his
keen and observant eye.  The interest he took in and the pains he took
to nurture carcfully the forensic skill of Mr. Kanhaiyalal Mishra (now the
Advocate General of the Allahabad High Court) is, I feel, in no mean
measure, responsible for the high position oceupicd by him,
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His anxiety to be just and fair to everyone to the utmost limit is
demonstrated by the following incident related to me. He was called,
upon to examine 19 answer books. Instead of getting through all the
answers in each book, he examined the answers of each question of all'
the 19 students and allotted marks to all of them before Pmcecdmg to
examine similarly other questions. :

A student had to know him once and he became his eternal friend,
philosopher and guide. Long after we ceased to be School students we
would run to him not only for lectures necessitated by the sins of omission
if not of commission of our university professors but also for homeo-
pathic doses, in selection of which, he brought the keenness of his intellect
to bear fully and which therefore worked miraculously. Many a student
unburdened his heart and profitted not only by the advice but also
help in diverse other ways which was readily forthcoming.

Panditji was called upon to fill positions of responsibility not only
in the domain of education but in other walks of life as well. It is hatdly
necessary to make mention of his work as Vice-Chancellor of the Allaha-
bad University for three terms and as Pro-Vice-Chancellorship of the
Banaras Hindu University. His services in the capacity of the Chair-
man of the Banaras Municipality when he made an attempt to root out
corruption against very heavy odds, is remembered by many. He
worked so hard in that capacity during his term that it was not easily
possible to find him at his house at all.

His courage shone indeed very bright whén at the behest of his
great leader Mrs. Besant, he, during the first World War, undertook
a journey, as a member of the Home Rule League deputation to England.
The War was in full swing and the ravages of the enemy both on land and
sea made a journey to England more than hazardous. I distinctly
remember the feeling of intense affection and concern which surged in
my mind as it did, I am sure in the mind of numerous others when we
all gathercd at the platform to sec him off. The deputation was not
allowed to proceed beyond I believe Gibralter and this abortive nature
of the journey was the butt of many a joke and prompt repartees.
exchanged between Panditji and Telang Saheb (Mr. P. K. Telang) when
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they were in a lighter mood. It was a pleasure indeed to witness the two
intellectnal giants pitting against cach other their keenness of intellect
and the sparkling nature of their wit and humour.

.

He was a staunch follower of Mrs, Annic Besant who had chosen
for her cpitaph the words “SHE TRIED TO FOLLOW TRUTH".
I have no words atmy command to describe the love, the devotion
and the sense of loaylity which he had for the great personage who
was indeed a PHENOMENON, the world is privileged to sec
once in several centuries. He placed his services completely at her
disposal and remained loyal to her till the very end of her life.

« I hardly realised that information about his loyalty and devotion
to Mrs. Besant had become so widely known in Banaras till I came
across a pocm, composcd, in the lighter vein, on the occasion of Holi
festival in which a person hardly known to'anybody, composed a poem
delincating the characteristics of important personages of Banaras.
The lines describing Panditji which illustratc my point ran as follows :

Mai ke ck banka lal
Okar Khoob badhal igbal
Guturguturgun kailas khoob

Auro nam kamailas khoob

HIE & OF GH I HFHT T 939 5741 |
i TR dew ga AR AW FHEEE gg 00 -

Panditji dedicated all that he had to the scrvice of others and
thereby made, of his life, a sacrament,  His renunciation of all that a
worldly career had to offer was indeed marvellous. He had an uniformly
brilliant academic carcer throughout. He also had available to him-
self not only all facilitics for establishing a lucrative practice but also a
sure prospect of coming to the top of the Bar. He hardly ever worked
for money in his lifc and whatever money came to him unsought
for, by way of emolument, got mostly distributed to the various

Theosophical institutions at Banaras and Allahabad.
18
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His life and that of persons like Mr. P. K. Telang, of revered
memory, remind me of the Rishis of old who in their Ashrams gathered
round them pupils and to whom they gave the advantage not only of
their rich experience and wisdom but also of wt at is inestimably of far
greater importance, the privilege of intimate association through which
the pupils learnt a great deal more than by mere precepts.

For more than two decades now he has been in close touch with
Mr. Krishnamurti and as far as T am able to understand he is trying to
live the life not with any motive but for the intrinsic worth and beauty
of living the life for its own sake. I understand that he is.to play the
role of the “Silent Watcher” of “The Foundation For New Education”
recently started at Rajghat and expected not only to provide the spirit
but create the necessary climate also which will be essential for crown-
ing the new experiment with success.

May he live long and happy !

<
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A TRIBUTE AND APPRECIATION
Sunt D). SUBRAHMANYAM, M.A., Librarian, B.H.U.

Many thanks for giving me an opportunity of paying my humble
tributc of respects and regards to Pandit Ighal Narain Gurtu who is the
living embodiment of great ideals of education in the Renascent India.
For the generations of the first quarter of this century, the great lumina-
ties of the Central Hindu College firmament, Babu Bhagwan Das,
Pandit Iqbal Narin Gurtu, Sei G. S. Arundale and Sri P. K. Telang arc
names to conjure with. Who can forget the affable and amiable quali-
tics with which they charmed the younger generation that came under
their influence.  Dr. Annic Besant with a great insight gathered round
her these rarce types of men with the full confidenee that they would
contribute their best to make the Central Hindu College an ideal edu-
cational institution. A revolution was brought in the methods of
imparting knowledge. New ideals of humanity, love and sympathy
were brought to bear in the education of youngsters. The Central
Hindu School of the times of Panditji was considered the best and its
idealistic methods were copied and followed throughout India. The
suceess of the achieved ideals in the new set-up of cducation, in the
Central Hindu School emboldened him to carry it further into Rishi
Valley Trust institutions at Rajghat. This bears an ample testimony
to his untiring interest asan cducationist and these institutions are

- standing monuments to his memory.

My reminiscences of Panditji go to the year 1919 when he came to
teach History to B.A. class in the University, Hisscrene personality, polite
manners, amiable temper and scholarly disquisitions made on us such an
impression that we felt we were fortunate to come under his benign
influence; but alas ! it was only after a few days, we came to know to
our great disappointment that he had to leave vs to serve as an Under-
secretary to the Ministry of Education in the Provincial Government.
Later on, as a Local Sccretary of the First All-Asia Educational Conference
in 1931, I had had occasions of getting the benefit of his advice and
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instructions. His uniform courtesy, patient hearing of others” view-
points and sober wisdom, cndeared him to us.  The success of this great
conference that raised the Asiatic Nations from their torpor and cemented
their cultural relations more firmly can be attributed to the assiduous and
indefatigable work of Panditji and his compecrs, keeping themselves
away from limclight. ,

After his appointment as Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras
Hindu University (1041) I had further occasions of comming into contact
with him. Hc seldom absented himsclf from any Library Committee
meeting. It was his farsighted wisdom that envisaged the utility and
necessity of introducing this new type of study of Library Science in the
University Curriculum. The support and impetus given by Panditji
and Sri S. Radhakrishnan led to the starting of the course in the Univer-
sity. It developed in a decade go an important vocational subject in the
University, offering opportunitics to many unemployed graduates for
large social service in the intellectual and moral lifc of the community.

We can firmly assert that Panditji shaped the destinies of a genera-
tion of youngsters by indclibly stamping in them the high ideals of
sincere service to humanity and to one’s own country. His unosten-
tatious life is an example to be cmulated. Even in his 75th year his
vigorous and strenuous work towards cducation not only excites our
admiration but incites the younger generation to keep him as its ideal.

It is my great pleasurc to felicitatc him on this happy occasion
with this humble tribute of respect and regard and to pray to Lord
Vishwanath to dower him with the full span of life, enjoying sound

health, prosperity and success in his endeavours for the uplift of thc
future generation of our motherland.

e Sy i ——
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MY FRIEND & LEADER PT. IQBAL NARAIN GURTU

Pr. Ravcuaspra Suukta, MAA,, LT,
{Ex=principal, Training College, Unnao )

1 came to know P't. Igbal Narain Gurtu as carly as 1913 when [ was
a college studentat Lucknow and used to visit Banaras to mect my great
friend and teacher Profl P, K. Tehang of revered memory. Prof. Telang
was then working as Headmaster of the Theosopnical School, and to
pass my time | gathered courage to goto the office of the General Seere-
tary of the Theosophical Socicty, Pe. Gurtuji, and found in him a very
geaial friend and a mine of information. T am told that as Headmaster
of the Central Hindu School Panditji was known for his strice discipline
and was looked up with great awe and reverence.  But I found Panditji
anything but awe inspiring. [ was a mere boy then, yet Panditji treated
me with such courtesy and consideration that I began to love him like
an clder brother and could speak to him about all my troubles and
difficultics. 1 have never lost lus friendship and guidance during all these
forty years and have reccived any amount of help from him during
this period.

With all his idealism for which i gave up his carcer as a promising
fawyer at a comparatively young age and devoted himself to honarary
serviee as an educationist, Panditji is a very practical person, carcful of
details and keen on cfliciency. In matters financial, he is extremely
cautious and whercever he is in charge, that side of the work whether it
isa college or school, a conference or a camp, is assured of being well
looked after.

He is a great organiser. 1 have seen him looking after the Annual
Convention gatherings of the Theosophical Society, sceing to little
details and yer finding time to attend to the needs and idiosyncrasics of
individual visitors from various parts of India. At the Jubilec Conven-
tion of the Society in 1925 at Adyar at which were gathered together
Theosophists from all over the world he went round every hut in the



[ 140 ]

camp enquiring after individual members and their requirements,
seeing to their comfort and convenience. In the midst of all activites; «
he never fails to give a personal touch.

Among the prominent workers of the T.S. in these Provinces
Panditji was the man most in touch with the outside public and it was
due to his personal prestige and influence that from. the very beginning
our Boys’, Women’s and Childrens’ institutions in Banaras received

such support and patronage.
About his ability as legislator and public man, there are men better

qualified than myself who will speak with experience and authority;

but as a friend and as a guide, as a teacher and leader, he is a most loved

and loyally followed man. He is ever cheerful and ready-witted, easy

of approach and ever ready to help. ‘
May he live long to inspire and guide us.

. et At s



Surt Bent Suankar Buatra, Bhavnagar

I take this opportunity of heartily congratulating Bro. Panditji
on his entering seventy-sixth year not because he is so old but because he
has Jed a uschul life in the cause of humanity. Onc of the chicf quali-
fications of his is his sweetness of temperament and his adaptability to
adjust and work with all. He has passed through many a crises, the
chicf being when the Central Hindu College was taken away from him,
and hc was truly dispassionate at that time. The College was built
by the efforts of Dr. Annic Besant.  The Order of the Star was started
by some of the principal workers of the College.

One of the leading members’ of the Committee became bitter and

launched attack against Dr, Besant and'for some time Panditji with-
. stood an attack but afterwards all faithful ‘people resigned in which
Panditji also joined. The magnificent institution was lost. Dr. Besant
was in England at the time,  Soon afterwards Panditji and others started
another institution. Panditji was not only loyal to a person but to an
ideal. When Dr. Besant passed away some friends left the Theosophical
Socicty but Panditji was loyal to the cause and he has remained faithful
totheend, When Dr. Aurandale and Mr. Jinarajadasa were presidents
he attended cvery Convention and was a member of the Managing
Comumittee and of the Exccutive Committce for some time. It was
the magnanimity of Panditji that the question of the College building
was solved so casily.

What experience I had was when he was the General Secretary and

T was worker in Gujrat assisting him in the grand work that he was
doing. Tam away from the U.P. but his chicf work was in U.P. His
“sweetness and adaptibility and loving temperament are remembered
by all. May he live long to serve humanity in the cause of the Holy
Masters to whom he has so lovingly dedicated.



THE BEAU-IDEAL OF A HEADMASTER

Surt P. SubrAanumanIAM, M.A., L.T.
[Asstt. Prof. (Retd) T.T.C. B.H.U]

Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtuji became the acting Head Master of
the Central Hindu Collegiate School in 1907, when Mr. Arundale
proceeded to England on a short leave. Panditji had joined the institution
a few months carlier and had been teaching English to the High
School classes. The writer had the privilege of being one of his carlicst
batch of students who attcnded his English class at the High School, and
still remembers how.he taught “In Memoriam” to the students of the
ninth class. ‘ . ,

His perfect pronunciation, his correct accent and the natural ease .
with which he enabled us to appreciate the Poem are still ringing in the
writer’s ears as if the lesson had been taught only overnight. But he
does not propose dilating here on that aspect of Panditji as a teacher. He
would rather like to say a few words about Panditji, as the Head Master
or as an ideal ‘Head Master.

It has been the privilege of the writer during the last 30 years of
his service to be in close contact with Educational Institutions, where day
in and day out students were prepared for becoming good teachers and
good head masters and responsible heads of Educational Institutions.
Although the list of successful headmasters is practically a legion, ranging
from Mr. Amold of Rugby to Pandit Mathura Prasad Mista of the
Local Queen’s College, during the end of the last century, and all these
names commanded our respect for their individual merits, the only
living ideal of 2 Head Master that stood before the wiiter’s eyes all

these days is that of Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtuji.

His punctuality, his great sympathy and loving consideration
for his students and colleagues, his extreme sense of justice which was
always tempered with mercy, his notions of discipline and capacity to
maintain the same without fuss or ado, his strong and loving personality,
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his deep scholarship, his dress and upright handwriting which was a
symbol of his upright and straight-forward character—all these presented
him before our eyes as the living Idcal of a Head Master. 3

. Although his term as a Head Master at the Central Hindu College
was only short, lasting fpr abouta quinquennium he has lefe such
indelible impressions on the institution that his successors could casily
bank on his achicvements and win laurels for themsclves.

Happily for us he is still with us. T pay my simple and respectful
homage to him for all that he has been to me during all these years and
pray to God to give him long lifc and good health to continue to inspirc
the rising generations by his noble and unostentatious example of sclf~
sacrifice and patriotism.

19



A TRIBUTE

SHRI BHAGAT RAMKUMAR

[Principal B.T. College, Matfanapalle]

My Namaskars to Panditji on scoring five years more than the
Palmists’ 3 scorc and ten—and yet retaining the full vigour of body and
mind that I first contacted 43 years ago. Among the many makers of
Modecrn India Dr. Besant stands the foremost and like all other builders,
she could only succeed to the extent of the number, capacity and loyalty
of her colleagues. Among these Panditji occupied onc of the first
positions. Practically from the very begining, he was the Headmaster
of the C.H. School at Banaras--and continucd as such till 1913 when
Mrs. Besant’s connection with the Educational work at Banaras tempo-
rarily ceased.

In cvery way Panditji was the opposite of the other licutenant of
Mrs. Besant Dr. Arundale, the Principal of the College, where the latter
was all warmth and joviality, Panditji was all dignity and reserve.
Dr. Arundale was always speaking, Panditji never made a speech. Dr.
Arundale was always ready for Hockey and Tennis, Panditji never
cntered the playground or the Tennis court.  But this contrast was just
the quality required to build up the gréat traditions of the C.H.C, for
it prevented cither extreme. We admired Mr. Arundale but we respected
Panditji, and his reserve was just the quality so necessary to contain
frcedom from degenerating into distespect. The C.H.C. created a
new set of students in India whose hallmark was this balance between

frecdom and subservience and this was the consequence of the joint work
of the Headmaster and the Principal.

God’s ways arc mysterious. In 1013, it appeared as if all Mrs.
Besant's Educational work had crashed. But in reality it was only to
release her licutenants for the Political work that she entered in 1914,
Old Educational ties would have mobilised the best of her workers, and

so 1914 found Panditji plunging into the political work of agitation.
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Tt must have been entircly against his grain, for by temperament he is

* cssentially an intellectual and an cducationist, But needs must when

Amma’s call came, and in U.P. Panditji became the focuss for Home
«Rule agitation. The Montague-Chelmsford Reforms gave him an
opportunity for constructive work as Legislator and Administrator.
But the days of the intellectuals were numbered and with the appearance
of Gandhiji on the scene in 1919 new forees were called into existence
which as in the French Revolution, first devoured their parents.  And
so Panditji like other intellectuals, soon went into the political wilderness,

But in effect it was a blessing. For oncc again he reverted to his first
love and has on the ashes of the old C.H.C. built up another Educational
institution.

May he live long to inspire our love and affection.

.



A TRIBUTE

Dr. S. K. Cuowpnuri, M.B.,B.S., BANARAS

I have known Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu for more than forty
years. Before I met at Banaras where he lived as a neighbour of mine,
I had heard of him as a devoted colleague of Mrs. Annie Besant in her
self-imposed task of educating the youth of India according to her convic-
tion. She was opposed to the secular type of education favoured by
Government. She strongly felt that there should be a background of
religion in the curriculum of studies; without it the future generation
would be brought up deprived of spiritual outlook of lifc which had
been the heritage of the people through the centuries. Her strong
faith, powerful eloquence apd, above all, magnetic personality attracted
a noble band of workers of whom two are still happily amongst us,
namely, Dr. Bhagwan Das and Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu.

Panditji has identified himself with the ideal of service in the
field of education “as a basis of worthy enterprise”. It was an act of
self-denial; he might have done better as a lawyer from the worldly
point of view. As Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University and later
as Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Banaras Hindu University, he showed himself
a capable administrator. He is outspoken and firm without being rude.
As a speaker he is listened to with attention. His regular habits which

have contributed to a long and useful life will, it is hoped, prolong it |
still further and may he live long.

—— s s e e



GURTUJI AS A HEALER
Dr. va.m‘m-u Kuanna, M.B.B.S., D.PI., Bananras

On his 76th birthday handsome and magnificient tributes will
be paid to the numerous qualitics of head and heart with which Pandigi
is so richly endowed by Providence. His achicvements in the vairous
ficlds of Yifc, legal (short though it was), educational, political, legistative
and Theosophical are also bound to be culogised by our countrynen
from far and wide. But what has infinitcly impressed me as a doctor,
is his intcnse sympathy for, and cagerness to serve the ailing humanity.
Not tnany people know of his great clinical acumen as a homeopath,
and fewer still know that despite his busy life he had been snatching
some time atleast to give medical relief to poor and needy patients by
giving them free medicines and cffecting’ marvellous cures through
the tiny globules.

During my close association with his unique personality 1 had
many occasions to watch his penetrating study of the casc-history, and
his acute power of observation both of which are so essential for the
successful understanding and cure through the miraculous and elusive
science which goes by the name of Homeopathy. It was extremely
illuminating to discuss with hiw the various pros and cons of some
cases which presented baffling features and symptoms, and in most of
which he was able to give cffective relief.  Unlike some very conserva-
tive and orthodox homeopaths, his belief in Homeopathy is very rational
and not at all dogmatic. He fully appreciates the need for its progress
and cxpansion on uptodate lines and its coordination with other systems
of the art of healing. I recall a case, which is only one of many others,
which has fully conviced me of the immense good that may result by
rationally coordinating the different sciences of healing, It was a Kal
Azar case with acute brochitis of the lungs, and related to the days when
Penicillin and allied Chemothereupeutic drugs were unknown. Due
to the Iung condition, the specific treatment of Kala Azar by antimony
preparations was out of the question.  Panditji’s firm and cleat opinion
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was that the lung-condition should be tackled with homeopathy first,
and when that had improved and the patient was safc for a course of’
antimony injcctions, the same should be taken up then. The small
pills given by Panditji resulted in clearing the lungs in a surprisingly shorf. «
time and the antimony injcctions that followed it cffected a perfect curc.

Such instances of curcs of difficult and scrious discases by Gurtuji
arc not few; but what has struck me even more, is his humane aspect of
dealing with the patients. The words of solace and consolotation given
by him immediately do half the healing and greatly relicve the patients’
rclatives of their distress and anxicty. Considering Panditji’s intcrest
and proficiency in this system. of the art of healing I have often asked
myself the question if Panditji has not misscd his rcal avocation, of a
doctor of medicine, despite the fact that he has more than one doctorate
dccorating his name.  Here,—tnd the digression may be pardoned—
I am reminded of a story wherein a certain person at the dead of night
rushed his ailing relation to a Mathematics professor’s house whose
signboard announced his name as Dr. so and so. On being frantically
called out, the learned professor came out and. explained to the man that
he was a Doctor of Mathematics, and that he did not treat patients. The
man flared up and burst forth saying that “You appear to be a very bogus
sort of a Doctor; you like to make casy and comfortable money during
the day only, but when the real hour of trial comes you even deny the
fact that you are a Doctor.”  The man left the professor’s house heaping
a volley of abuses upon him. The perplexed and bewildcred
professor quietly removed his signboard never to display it again. " The
same fear was expressed by our Prime Minister Sri Jawahar Lal Nehru,
when on being given a Doctor’s degrec at the Special Convocation of
the Banaras Hindu University in the year 1946, he happened to remark,
“Now that you have made me a doctog, what if patients began coming
to me asking me for medicine ! Happily, Gurtuji need entertain no
such fear as he will meet all situations, and during all hours of the day
and night.

I greatly rejoice in offering my humble but heartiest tribute to
Panditji on his seventy-sixth birth day and pray to the Supreme Father:
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1o grant kim a full humdred years' Ife to enable him to continue to render
*his services 1o his fellowmen in vations domaim, and ever romain a
source of impiration to the younger peaple. h

AN APPRECIATION AND TRIBUTE

Sumt P L Patvanmitan, M.A.

Pandit Ighal Narain Gureu will be 75 years old this month, 1

am lappy hic students, colleagues and friends are bringmg out a special
. commemaration volume. ‘

Very fow men in India have the good fortunc to come so near
the vedic ideal of 1001 Ta be o young and active at 75 is a rare good
fortune. 1 would like to pay my uibute of respects and greetings to
Panditji and with him many happy returns of the day.

1 should have known him long ago when T was a student and had
the good fortunc to sit and study in the Hindu University under my
teacher. Prof. P. K, Telang, In those davs Gurtu Sahib was a Deguty
Minister and used to be mostly away in Allahabad, I saw him from
a distnce and was impressed with his European look and inspiciug
manner, It was only in 1949 when I came as a pilgrim to Rajghat and
got some teaching work in the Besant College for a shore period that 1
came to know Gurtu Sahib more intimately. e was good cnough
to let me live on the first floor of his house.  We were admitted to his
family dircle in 2 very short time. 1 saw that inside his awe-inspiring
manner he was so kind and humanc.  1f I may say so we became friends.

He belongs to a generation that is fast disappearing, He has
been an idealist and a sccker since his young days. Dr. Besant, that
great leader of men, immediately picked him up and he became one
of her most devoted and loyal licutenants.  He has devoted his long life
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to cducation. He haslived a hard and strenuous life.  Pomp, pleasurc

and comfort have never had any attraction for him. The method and’

the thoroughness with which he works is marvellous, He has an

infinite capacity for taking pains. Once he takes up a work nothing

escapes his attention. He gives personal attention to the smallest
details.  If Rajghat cxists and is a going concern today, it is largely duc
to his carc and supervision. Gurta Sahibis onc of the most loveable
‘Conservatives’ I have met.

All of us these days, like to be liberals and radicals; we want to
be on the wing. We fecl that to imagine is to be. Drecams arc we say
the only reality. Gurtu Sahib can admire flights of imagination. He
is a lover of poctry and has many lincs of Persian Pocts on the tip of
his tongue. He has himself composed some poetry. But he can never
forget the solid carth and thé grim facts of circumstance.

After having spent 4 life-time in working with Dr. Besant and

having accepted the place of “Authority” and “Organisation” in better- -

ing the world he has not discarded Shri Krishnamurti’s revolutionary
philosophy of “Life in Freedom”. I have seen him struggle hard to
understand the new message. How many of us, I often wonder, will
_have the capacity to have this youthful freshness of mind and heart at
seventyfive ! He is young not because he has the look of a young man
(that is only the Kashmere blood) but he has not ceased to wander and
to learn. It is his thoroughness and utter honesty that I admire most.
There is no hanky-panky or flighty goody—goodyncss about him. .He
is a man of action. " He will not take a step unless he is sure that it is
justified and practical. He will not allow himself to be hustled or
hoodwinked. ' o
That he continucs to be the Chairman of the New Education
Foundation at Rajghat is a tribute to his sense of great Loyalty, Duty
and youthful enthusiasm.

I salute him and wish him many happy returns of this day.

e e e s e . ettt



A TRIBUTE

T. BHATTACHARYA
T4n old pupil]

Pandit 1qbal Narain Gurtu belongs to that small group of men
whow veracity upholds the world. In my humble tribute to our revered
Panditji 1 do not wish to dwell upon  his manifold qualitics of head
and heart as they have been so well done by all the eminent men of India
today. 1eis a dedicated soul and the character of such a mian is of stellar
geeatness,  Although the Sun in its splendour illumines the universe,
it can and docs allow itself 10 be completely reflected by a dew drop on
a blade of grass. .

Here I shall mention only two instances which show how far he

- is above narrowmindedness. We have been accustomed to hearing
the high praises paid to him for his indefatigable energy and selfless
devotion to duty as a Viee-Chancellor or asa Chaieman of the Banaras
Municipal Board. But otice I was surprised to find this praise coming
from wholly unexpected quarters. I once visited J. P. Mchea Inter
College in connection with the High School Examination of our boys,
During my conversition with the Principal Shei Mukerji , he told me
that we were very fortunate in having  Panditi to guide us.  He said
that not only ours bue his institution also owed its very existence to
Panditji who, when it was on the point of being liquidated, helped &
to survive the crisis and it is largely duc to his sclfless work that J.P.
Mchta College could become such a big institution. Though he used
to be so busy with the great duties of a Vice-Chancellor still he had time
and energy to work for the children, boys and girls of the three institu-
tions. For him a boy in the nurscry classisas important as a scholar

engaged in rescarch work at the University.
I have had oceasions to sec Panditji not hesitating to do even the

manual work, if it were needed to encourage the children at Rajghat.

Once on the accasion of a gathering for Urdu Mushaira I found him

helping us in spreading the Durces. Fora man of his old age to be
20 i
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so eager to lend a helping hand ‘wasan example to the younger
generation. ‘ |
Let me conclude by praying to the Almighty to spare him to us
for many many long years to come and be friend, philospher and guids*
to all of us, as he has been during the pastchalf a century.

— . .. S

A TRIBUTE

JAGANNATH PRASAD

[Besant College, Rajghat]

Although I had known and admired Gurtuji for a long time, had
met and paid him my respects on many occasions and had received from
him a kindly smile and an enquiry as to how I was doing, I have had no
conversation with him worth the name, for I had always kept myself
away. It was only 3 years ago when I was staying here at Rajghat
during the summer days and when in response to a letter from Shri
Vishwanathlalji, I went, onc eveiing, to Panditji to enquire if there was
anything to be donc for him that I had the first opportunity of talking
with him. We sat under the small shed near his Bungalow overlooking
the banks of the Ganga and talked for a pretty long time. We covered
a varicty of subjects—hostel life, discipline, curriculam, political situation
and the life. Treturned to the hostel with my mind filled with pleasant
memories of the conversation and a sense of regret at having  kept
myself away from Panditji for solong a time. Since after that cvening
there have been numerous occasions when I have met Panditji for a
varicty of purposes and have had some very memorable talks with him,
The result of all this has been that the former feeling of awe has yiclded
place to one of respect mingled with affection, and I feel gonvinced that

e,
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behind the external sternuess there is beating a very human heart which
is casily moved by the joys and sorrows of others. This was quitc
ipparent to me during the days when I went to him for medicine for
ay ailing wife. Morcover, this contact with him has been a source of
zreat inspiration and lesson ¢o me. T have seen him sitting at his desk
for hours on end pouring over details of various kinds and have wondered
at his capacity for work cven at this age, and often a  question jias
arisen in my mind, “what prompts all this ”  And the only answer
that the mind has echoed back s "'so that the institutions may live and
thrive.”” Therefore in my opinion Shri Madhavachari’s deseription of
Panditji as the ‘Patriarch’ of this family at Rajghat seems to be very apt.
And as a member of this family I rejoice this day on the Patriarch’s
conq;lcting 75 years of his very uscful life in a state of physical health
and mental vigour, pay him my respeceful homage and pray to the
Supreme Father to spare him for many more years to come so that he
may live to help and guide his family to grow into the ideal community
that Krishnaji envisages.

LIBRARY, SCIENCE AND EDUCATION

D. SuprAHMANYAM, M. A.

[Lecturer ine Library Science and Librarian, Banaras Hindu University)

It is an irrcfutable and undeniable fact that libraries play a very
important role, which is second to none, in the education and regencra~
tion of the modern world, The establishment of Democracy guarantees
to its citizens liberty and equality and the library offers unlimited oppor-
tunities for the practice of these principles. Democracy is ‘the kindly
nurse of sublime genius’ with whose strength powerful minds flourish
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and disappear as it declines. ““Liberty supplies nutriment to the lofly
conceptions of great minds and feeds their aspirations. The flame of
mutual emulation is fostered and ambition for pre-eminence is stimulat-
ed.” It recognizes the individual liberty and freedom to work out
individual destiny and enriches human life“in the entire community by
providing ‘the best reading for the largest number at the least cost.’
The work of libraries is thus pre-eminently a part of the large system of
education and the famous utterance of Thomas Carlyle ‘A’ true univer-
sity in these days is a collection of books’ and the implication of the
Sanskrit aphorism (Kosavan Acharyah) ‘to have a hbrary is to be
educated’—come to be true.

<

Fducation, what it is :

Education is not mere learning; it is the bringing out of the qu
powers of every man and giying him the capacity and training to use them
not only for his personal benefit but for the benefit of others and for
the general good of the community. The history of education shows
us how from an extremely narrow interpretation it developed into a
broad one. It is not mere development of the intellect. All human
progress and all human relations depend on education. It embraces
all the great forces that move mankind young and old as well. It
does not end with the courses of study pursued within the four-
walls of a school or college but includes study outside working
hours at home and other places. It is not only removing illiteracy
but giving opportumtlcs and facilities to further the growth of
knowledge.

The present day ideal of any national education does not restrict
itsclf to a few—the upper centiles of the community and be a close pre-
serve; it should give to every member of the nation—the lower quartiles
even—the full benefits of schools and librarics. This universal national
advance of the uplifting of the masses can be propagated in a wide scale
by library service only, No mass litcracy movement in a country can
achieve lasting success unless library science is given its proper place in
the national life of a country. The mere learning of the three R’s is
not considered literacy in the modern world but everyone should become

-~
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. .
intelligent enougly to understand the currents and cross-currents emanat-
ing from progeessive ideas. Thus we find the imperative necessity of
devcloping library science as a vitalizing force for the spiritual, social,
cconomic and political advancement of the masscs.

.
Library—its relation to education :

Democracy, all the world over, depends on the education of its
citizens and the public expense for cducation is thus justified. All
progressive countries have taken upon themselves the task of educating
the public by cstablishing compulsory primary cducation, continuation
schools, night schools and various other institutions, But the government
reports and private investigations in different countries bring to light
that all sich cfforts were not successful in spreading and retaining literacy
in masses. They relapse into illiteracy’ rapidly within a few years not
having any institution providing the litcrary and intellectual environ-
ment, Hercin the department of library comes to play an important
and effective role.

In the sccondary stage of education, there should be cooperation
between the school and library to a great extent and both of them are
complementary to cach other.  Of course in a school the teacher’s mind
influcnces the thinking process of the pupils but when they come to the
library they should be made to feel free from the rigidity of school and
given the opportunity for self-devclopment. Library gives a wider
range and choice of interests than a school where the teacher teaches
principles, discipline, order and restraint. Educationalists have recogitized
that there should be more individual work and less class-work. Edu-
cational methods have changed and broadened so that faculty and students
ate dependent fully upon the library. Hence we sce laboratories
and libraries occupying a dominant place in modemn day education,
In America and other western countrics the secondary schools and
colleges provide a place in the curriculum for library instruction and
arrange classes to teach fresh men how to use the library and look up
information for themselves. -

In universities the importance of library for facilitating research
work is well recognized. The university education commission (1948-49)
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in its report has properly appraised that teaching is a cooperative
enterprise requiring the mnecessary -tools for teaching purposes
in the sphere of libraries and laboratories. “The Library is the heart
of all the university work, directly so as regards its research work and
indirectly as regards its educational work which derives its life from
rescarch work. Scientific research needs a library as well as a laboratory
while for Humanistic rescarch the library is both library and laboratory
in one. Training in higher branches of learning and research is only a
question of learning how to use the tools and if the library tools are not
there how can the student learn to use them.”

Importance of Library Science :

Cardinal Newman in his famous book ‘Idca of University’
emphasized that universities should foster ‘Liberal cducation’ in order to
engender ‘Catholicity of outlook” which is so essential for the well being
of humanity. Such an cducation produces a liberal frame of mind and
makes the studious and reflective recipient acquainted with the stream of
world’s thought and fecling and with the infinitely varied products of
the human imagination. Educational institutions especially universities
should resonate to the intcllectual, cultural and social needs of the nation
and introduce new types of studies in its curriculum to sharpen the
original aptitudes of individuals. Of these new studies library science
is onc. Economy in the intellectual work of a nation and efficicncy
demand that universities should provide opportunity for the potential
librarian to unfold himself to his best.

¢ Librarics arc growing organisms. The modern development
of library technique in the classification, cataloguing, reference service
and bibliographical methods is dependent on some fundamental princi-
ples in which all the practices past, present and future lie in a potential
form. The library science should make them manifest through the
scientific methods of observation, experiment, deduction, induction and
generalisation and further developing different techniques necessary test
them in administering to the individual uses of the library.

Library science possesses all the general, cultural and disciplinary
value of any other subject provided for in the university curriculum.

It develops in candidates an integral value of the whole field of knowledge
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and affords an opportunity to get an insight into the development and
inter-rclationship of the diverse ficlds of thought. The analytical
thinking involved in many of its subjects, the discipline of mind gained
yin the study of chissification, cataloguing, organisation and administra-
tion, and the coordinate approach necessary in the different aspects of
librarianship are a few of the benefits derived by the cndidate from
astudy of the library scicnce.  ‘The reference service which is the process
of cstablishing contact between the ‘right reader and the right book at
the right time” in a personal way with the full knowledge of the reader
as well as the book involves training and insight into the psychology of
the community that will befit the graduate of library science to many
sitwations.  Such a knowledge and skill required in the practice of
librarianship may be developed systematically in persons who have the
necessary aptitude and capacity.

Functions of Librarian .

The essential service to be rendered by librarian determines  the
type of professional cducation of Librarianship. The primary function
of the librarian is to make the printed matter (books, periadicals, reports,
Govt. documents, etc.) readily accrssible for the use of all readers
(students, rescarch workers, officials and public). The needs of commu-
nity are 1o be investigated from the demands of the people served and
the services of the library to be adjusted to them. The publicity of
library scrvice by means of newspapers, bulleting, bibliographies,
lectures; the sclection and purchase of books and using of established
technical methods for classification, cataloguing, shelving, circulating of
books; the assiting of readers to find books and information best suited
to their individual interest; the creation to taste for reading in young
children; the fostering of reading and discussion groups for adults and
above all the co-ordination of the work of the library with the School,
University or Rescarch Organization arc a few of the other important
services to be rendered by the libravian,

Due to the increased international intercourse which the two
World Wars have brought in, the needs of the community have altered
and widened immensely. The librarian of to-day is not only regarded

%3 custodian of books and their organiser, but onc to whom his
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community looks for all information, guidance and reform related to
almost all spheres of social activitics. In short, it can be asserted that the
modern librarian is a person of culture, scholarship and adminstrative
capacity and a leader of society with a definite mission to carry out. His
personality is reflected in the intellectual and social advances made by
his community. “The preparation of a socially-minded, far-sighted
librarian cquipped with superior scholarship and qualified for educational
leadership in the community is coming to be recognized as an appro-
priate concern of college and university officials throughout the nation.”
Hence in America many librarians fcel the necessity for modification
of the traditional training programme tobring education for librarianship
abreast of current library needs and thought.

If the librarian’s role in modern society is sopowerful and
important a befitting type of , education should be planned. and
imparted to him.

L]

Education in Library Science :

Education in Library Science in the University of Great Britain
and by the Library Association of Great Britain comprises of the follow-
ing subjects—(1) Library classification, cataloguing, library routine,
bibliography, literary history besides knowledge of Latin and one
modern European language. In Universitics, graduates are awarded
a Diploma at the end of the year and are entitled to become members
of the Fellowship of the Library Association. The Library Association
conducts three courses (1) Elementary, (2) Associationship, (3) Fellowship
cxaminations, the last of which is equal to the Diploma Course of the
University. The cxaminations arc held twicc a year in June and
December and the minimum qualification for Elementary is the Matri-
culation Examination. :

In America, the first school was opened at Columbia College

. o
New York City, by Dr. Melvil Dewey in January 1887. A few years
later the school moved with Dewey to the State Library at Albany.
The New York State Library was the parent of a dozen or more library
schools, now established in different parts of the U.S.A. The directors
of the most of these schools are graduates of the above-mentioned
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institutions. About half of the schools offer a two years' course and
require a college Diploma as a pre-requisite for registration from such
students as are candidates for the degree of B.L.S. The important
‘subjects in all curricula are classification, cataloguing, theory of works of
reference, library cconomy,” bibliography. The University of Chicago
offers a Ph.D. Degree.  Besides the regular schools there are numerous
summer schools which offer annually a short course of six weeks to those

unable to afford longer tim~.
The curriculum of library training in Indian universitics of Banatas,

Madras, Delhi, Caleutta, Bombay is based on the traditional and fune-
tional details of administration and departmental organization as in
England and America. Admission to these courses is restricted to
gradiiates. Instruction to a morc or less extent is given in the followin
subjects for one full academic year: [1) Classification (Theory and
Practice); (2) Cataloguing (Theory and Practice); (3) History of Library
movement and Library Organization; (4§ Library Administration;
(5) Book Sclection; (6) Bibliography and Reference.

Sit Maurice Gwyer the Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi University
with his great foresight and farsight recognised the function and import-
ance of librarians in the cultural development of the country and afforded
all facilitics to open a degree course as well as post-graduate research
degree in library science when he opportuncly secured the services of
Rai Saheb S.R. Ranganathan. Graduates only will be admitted to
this degree course. At the end of the first year the successful candidates
in the University Examination will be awarded a Diploma. On pyr-
suing the second year of the degree course one is awarded 2 M.L.Sc,
Degree {Master of Library Science) which will cnable him to occupy
higher posts of the Government and universitics requiring initiation and
administrative skill.

A Ph.D. Degree is also introduced to pursue original research
in the subject of library science and this degree will befit candidates for
the top ranks of the profession and to the teaching posts. It is only those
who obtained M.L.Sc. that are eligible for this Ph.D.

The University of Delhi has thus broken new ground by bringing
this utilitarian subject within the compass of the university degrec
course and raising it to the university standard.

21
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Other universities which have been conducting this diploma course
and picked up sufficient experience should take the initiative to start
degree courses and post-graudate research to train the adequate personnel
for this profession in India. ¢

We have not advanced in India as yet to have specialised library
service such as children, rcgional, academic, scientific and technical
or commercial and business librarics. The cxperiences of votaries in
other countrics is worth adopting and workers in different categories
of libraries would do well to study the related background courses such
as Sociology, Statc and Local Administration, Children Psychology,
Educational principles and methods of particular ficlds of science. The
unspecialiscd character of the library in India till now justified the
understanding of the fundamentals of the library technique only.

¢
Library Legislation in Iudia ]

The agitation of the Indian Library Movement for the last three
decades in different provinces of the country to eradicate illiteracy and
spread cducation has resulted in the recognition of the absolute and
immediate necessity for enacting an adequate library legislation to provide
a library superstructure to the cducational department of India. Much
was cxpected of the Sargeant Report on education but it is a sad dis-
appointment that no stress was laid on the importance of librarics. It
was just like an imposing building raising only the four walls but with
no ceiling. The university cducation commission 1948-49 cvinced
interest in finding out the training facilitics for librarians and the report
gives sufficient importance to library in the reformation of the univer-
sitics.  'We in India are building our librarics from the top—the univer-
sity—quite unlike other countrics; we have to lay firm foundations
starting with rural and urban public librarics.

An all-India library legislation is impending and the full-fledged
scheme for the whole of India for a thirty years’ programme in advance
requires a library-trained man-power of at least a lakh of the right typc
of intelligent young men, inspired with a missionary zcal for the
profession.  The Government of India has cstablished the National
Library at Calcutta to render educational, scientific and cultural scrivees.
The first Library Act has been passed by the Government of Madras.
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Bombay followed in its wake and other States Trivandrum and Cochin
are to be congratulated for cffecting library legislation opportuncly.

Planing of Library Edeation :

Free India is only a few years old. But its man power and intcllect-
ual potentialities arc immense. In order that full bencfic from cvery
citizen of this country is derived for the national progress and peace
and prosperity adequate facilities for self-education should be provided.
Undoubtedly, the library is onc such dynamic institution, which can
yield satisfactory results, if it is manned and organized by qualified
personnel.

, The present condition, of the number and quality of such personnel,
is entircly inadequate to supply the growing needs of the country,
The proper method is to provide forsthe cducation and training of
men and women who will fit into the profession and the ficlds of study
and training may be divided into three categorics :

1. Librarians for academic institutions, school, college, University.

2. Librarians for public libraries and rural librarics.

3. Librarians for special librarics ( scientific,  industrial,
commercial, hospital and blind and jail librarics and prison Government
departmental libraries)

With the industrial and scientific advancement and the opening of
new research National Laboratories in different parts of the country,
special library service devoted to particular subjects is coming to exist-
ence.  Librarians with experienee in special and technical ficlds willube
required to organize and man them in an efficient manner and to serve
as intellectual handmaids to the research experts in the various ficlds
of knowledge. This will necessitate us to impart special library training
in bibliographical and reference service methods, recruiting scientifically
qualificd students.

The conventionil five subjects, library classification, cataloguing,
administration, organization and bibliography, book sclection, reference
work have to be common to all the three classes, with variation in
regard to the community served. But the problems of organization and
administration will vastly differ. A suitable curriculum and books will
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have to be prescribed for study of cach category and schools and training

centres, on regional basis with due carc towards the linguistic problem, «

have to be immediatcly organized. In fact the movement and steps -
taken by the Central and Provincial Governments for social and adult
education will bear no fruit if there are not large number of librarics
and enough staff to manage them to fulfil the objccts for which they
are planned and instituted in a democratic State. To confine the educa-
tion and training of librarians to a few Universitics only and to limit

'

the admission to these courses only to graduates in. the present circumstan-
ces will be want of foresight and cscaping the hard realitics.  Certificate
courses should be established with Matriculation as the minimum qua-
lification for the candidates. Every district or group of continuous
districts in each province should be provided with such training centres,
just like schools and colleges. It may be advantageous if these professional
schools are recognised and administered under the guidance of an All-
India Board of Education for Librarianship, in order to develop a capable
library personnel and furnish librarians with basic professional knowl-
edge and to set up and enforce library training standards and uniformity
in matters relating to instruction. The Ministry of Education of the
Government of India, should immediately devise ways and means for
the constitution of such a Board of Education for Librarianship, which
should consist largely of persons, who have good experience of teaching
and practice of the art and science of library economy.

India’s Contribution to Library Science :

From days of yore, the Indian tradition of pursuit of knowledge
has been on the basis of fundamental principles dealing with the cternal
and spiritual concepts of Time, Space, Matter and Energy and Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Moksha.

Dr. Ranganathan has rightly observed “The library is touching
the level of the mind, it is unable to release or reach the level of the -
spitit in man. The library should not only sharpen the intellect but
should release the spirit in man and this can be done by India alone which
has preserved the technique in its tradition and life.” The credit of this
new interpretation of library science on the basis of fundamental princi-

?
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ples and ‘reorientation of the same goes to the Doctor’s singular devotion
and dedication to the subject of library science which raised the status
of India in the library world. The learmed doctor has alrcady con--
tributed more than 30 books on the different phases of library scicnce
which is unparalled in hisgory. In future Westerners have to look to
India for guidance in the new library technique. The codification of
library ideals, the Colon Classification, the classified cataloguing code
and chain procedure and, above all, the rescarch school he established in
the University of Delhi to propagate the new ideals can be considered
as the outstanding achicvements and India’s distinctive contribution to
the world of Library Science.

WHITHER EDUCATION ?

Suri B. K., ZuTtsuy, M A.
[Rugisfrar, M. S. University, Barodn]

From cvery nook and corner is heard the bewailing cry about
the steady fall in the standards of education and the miserable picture,
which our educated men and women present in all venues of life. On
all occasions arc presented for public consumption a serics of “howlers”
perpetrated by our graduatesat interviewsand examinations. From schools
and colleges, business and industry, employers and the State, cveryone
is decrying the present products of our schools and colleges, and there
appears to be a unanimity of opinion that cur present system of educa-~
tion is in the hands of bad teachers. High and low all are saying that
the teachers are not doing their jobs well, they have become mercenary;
they have forgotten the duties of ancient “gurus”; and they have no
heatt in their sacred work. Many are advising the teachers to gird their
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loins and tighten their belts still more and devote themselves in educat-

ing the young with single-minded devotion, oblivious of their physical ¢ -

and social requirements and needs.

This is very good advice. If we can find a group of teachers,‘
who are prepared to accept “Sanyas” ( &g ), -things can improve
to some extent. But the real causes of this general intellectual, moral
and social deterioration in the student community have not been fully

[ 4

realized and treated. 4

It is also a fashion these days to blame our late foreign masters and
their system of education for all the evils, real or imaginary, that are
found. That system is accused of curbing original thinking, killing
initiative, and making the “‘natives” at best poor imitators of the evil
aspects of the benign rulers. It is argued that we Indians were a much
better people intellectually and morally, and this one hundred and
fifty years of British rule razed s to the ground, and left us a disorderly,
crude, uncivilized, dull mass of humanity. The few, who are accepted
as intclligent, witty, intellectual, educated, men and women were an
exception and grew up inspite of the bad system.

When any one tries to apportion blame for the present state of
affairs, first of all Universities and centres of learning are accused of not
doing their duty. Universities for some time past have become centres
of anything but learning. Petty rivalries, power politics, betterment
without efficiency are rampant. The Radhakrishnan Report has put it
very well, and it need not be repeated. Democracy, it appears, has been
let loose and power seckers, king makers and the like frame policies,
which are based on anything but what the Universities stand for i.e.
advancement of learning.  Some of the Universities specialize in having
as their king makers utterly unscrupulous persons, whom no decent man
would touch with a pair of bamboos. Learned Professors intercsted
in their work aze afraid of them, because they might be insulted any day
and put in awkward positions. Administrators carmot pull them up for
fear of conscquences.  All and sundry dance to their tunes for gaining
favour. The temple of learning turns into a public market, where
flattery and vice rule the price. Let the Universitics scarch their bodies,
and wherever such persons are found, they should be exterminated; and
the sooncr this is done the better.
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But then a lot of improvement is necessary in the outlook of
teachers. Brilliant products of Universitics arc attracted by compe-
titive cxaminations and use University jobs, as a jumping board.. It

* should be made a rule that any one, who has accepted to be a lecturer,
must serve as such for at’least five years. No exception should be
made. Now the University grades. after the Radhakrishnan Report
are fairly decent, and one, who accepts the job of a teacher in the Univer-
sity, must give his best for five years. If necesasry, the Public Service
Commissions may revise their rules of age to it in such persons in public
services.  Let there be only one grade of salary in the Universities, which
should apply to all.

" When we meet the University tcachers, they point to the miserable
product that comes to them from High Schools. The Government
of India has recently appointed a Sccondjry Education Commission,
and its report is cxpected soon. Whatever its recommendation is,
the only remedy that can work is to centralize school education,  States
are playing havoc with the encrgies and lives of our young boys and
girls, and really the overall result is nothing short of a tragedy. Many
of the boys and girls go through all the classes of the school, pass them,
and then appear for the last examination. It means thag the school
authoritics consider them fit for appearing in the examination. Fifty,
sixty or scventy thousend young people appear in the Matriculation
examinations in each of the States, and the result 1s ranging from thirty-
five to forty-five per cent. It means that for cvery hundred boys con.
sidered fit for appearing in the cxamination more than three-fifth fail.
Is it not criminal waste of human energy apart from the disappointment,
which it causes not only to the candidates but to their parents, families
and others ¢ God knows in our poor country how the parents manage
to collect funds for paying the fees, ctc.  Why did not the school guthori-
tics check the unfit first and save at least the money and the disappoine-
ment ¢ Then since every State is having its own machinery of this
cxamination, some feel that there is an unhealthy rivalry among ex-
aminations and even in the States. Some States require their students
to pass in five subjects, some want six, and some want seven subjects,
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before declaring them successful.  Somic want 309 for pass in cach
subject, some insist on 33 %, and some on 359, Results arc manipulated,
and arc not a correct index of the students’ capacity. The only remedy
is that the Government of India form a Secondary Educational Board,
which must prescribe the basic courses artd common standards, and
there should be vigilant checking of these from time to time.

When we meet the school teachers and start, abusing them, th;:y
throw the blame on the priniary and sccondary education. They also
reveal a regrettable state of affairs in the school managements, which are
in the hands of people, many of whom are not cducated themselves.
Here again is a story of jobbery, corruption and the like. Educational
principles arc sacrificed under pressure, cconomic, social and sometimes
even political. And the grinding poverty of the average Indian is the
last premise, whenever any argument is centered into. What arc we
paying the Primary teacher ;- What equipment we have supplicd him 2
Where is the social consciousness, which supported the Gurd in the old
Indian ashrams 2 A peon in a fourth-rate town lives less miserably than
the Primary school teacher.

There is another reason fqr this lamentable state of affairs, and that
is political. In our struggle for independence, our leaders in 1919 and
later raised a cry against the schools and colleges, which were to be boy-
cotted. All sorts of slogans were used, one of which was that the teachers
were ‘toadies’. No respect or regard was to be shown to them, as
teachers generally did not actively boycott the schools mostly - due
to économic reasons. This wave of indiscipline, which may have served
us politically by paralysing administration, has come to stay, and there
is a distinct feeling of disrespect towards the teacher from the village
school to the highest classes in the Universities. It is considered fashion-
able to speak disparagingly of one’s teachers. They are considered no
more than paid servants, for whosc maintenance the students pay.

What is then to be done ¢  Surely we cannot leave things to them-
selves. We are independent. We have no foreign masters to suppress
our virtues. We have to reform education to lead to results, which all
of us desire. And this requires a very bold change in our educational
pattern. Let us have a ten-year plan of education and a subsequent
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, five-year plan. Let those at the helm of affairs take courage in theic
hands, and decide quickly on some form of Primary, Sccondary and
High School education, and pass a Central Act that cducation as
*envisaged in the plan must be the minimum given in every school-
Government or private.  No execptions—no  arguments arc to be
allowed. Further, Conference of Vice-Chaneellors should be asked to
frame a, ten-year plan for the Universities.  The recent trend of increas-
ing the number of Universities must be  stopped.  Dissolve all the
Universities formed during the last five years, standardise all the courses
to a pattern according to our needs, and ask colleges to follow them.
1f the number of Universitics in the States cannot be reduced for any
reasan, then stop duplication of courses, especially  post-graduate courses.
There is no sense in having post-graduate courses of similat nature in
more thin one University in the State. Let the Conference of the
Vice-Chanecllors pool their resources.  Let ane sct of subjects be taught
at onc place and another set at another, so that there is real specialization,
Give all the possible grant for a subjeet or group of subjects to one Centre
only. Let there be no fear of large classes.  Let the students be given
lectures to huge classes, sitting in various rooms, with the help of loud-
speaker,  Let the DPractical Halls be used for 24 hours, if necessary.
In short the State should accept education as an essential service.

T realize a hue and ey will be raised that the personal human touch
will go. Students will become factory products. But pray where is
the personal touch ¢ In most of the colleges, the number of students
in each class is 100 or more.  In Universitics generally scctions in popiflar
subjects ate of 125 or more.  Will it make any difference, if the micro-
phone and the loudspeaker make the lecture audible to more students,
and thus avoid the need of more sections in cach class 2

Then the grinding poverty of the average students force them to
try to carn while they learn.  Let us frankly realize that these extramural
conrses, extra-curricular activitics are an absolute failure. Unless the
“Guest” was cither a leftisc politician or a film star, the audicnee has to
be “arranged”. I residential Universities, the peak hour of students’
presence is between 11 to 3-30 pam.  If any lecture is kept in the cvening
—however distinguished the speaker—the organizer has to face an ordea]

22
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in arranging to have as many as even 50 people.  Let us frankly say that
we will not spend the tax-payers’ moncey on thesc activities, which have
not caught the students’ imagination. I do not, for a moment, suggest
that these are not useful activitics; they arc inopportunce at the present’
time. l

As soon as we envisage a large number of Primary and Sccondary
schools, we arc faced with a paucity of teachers.  In all B.A., B.Sc.
and B.Com. Courses, lct it be made an essential condition that in addition
to the usual syllabus, the student in the first year should receive instruc-
tion in practical cducational methods, and after sccond year, he must
work as a tcacher for at least onc year in any Primary or Sccondary
school he is attached to. Amnother suggestion is that the Government
of India should at once start a Central Institutc of Education_like the
several National Laboratories. *Let rescarch scholars be attached here to
find out ways and mcans bf cducating our vast tecming millions in a
short time. And Ict all training colleges admit much larger numbers of
students than what they are admitting now. Let scientific apparatus
be used to its fullest extent. Let us, if it becomes necessary, sacrifice
quality for quantity.

We will also have to find buildings for schools. Have we not
talked so much about Ashrams in our ancient times. Let, if necessary,
the shade of a trec be the class-room in villages, let the existing school
buildings be used to the maximum capacity. Let the classes go on from
eagly morning to evening in shifts—two, three or four-—accofding
to the needs of the place and facilities available.

Not much equipment is necessary in schools upto Matriculation.
What is needed can certainly be found. In Universities, let us make
full use of the existing material. Stop all students from going abroad
for advanced studies in subjects, for which facilities do exist here. Get
the best Professors and scholars to come to India and attach them at
proper centres. ,

Let our young aspirants flock round them and learn. Let wus
concentrate on a few things and learn.  Save our young men and women
from becoming dissatisfied with our poor country, after a short stay of

4
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few years abroad and save the drain on financial resources.  Expericnce

 tclls that a forcign-retumed scholar not employed on a fat salary is a
virtual danger in an educational institution. If he is not a rank Commu-

, hist, he always feels frustrated and spreads dissatisfaction and dissappoint-
ment.  He can never be a squrce of inspiration to our students.

Mrs. Annic Besant used to say that the trouble with us Indians is
that we are too argumentative. As soon as a plan is formed, cveryone
stats picking holes. Tt is realized that the steps suggested are dictatorial;
but this is the need of the country. Let us not spend our time in discus-
sing theoretical plans adinfinitum.  Let us do something. Let the
present cducational policy, if any, be replaced by a dynamic cffort.
Let your education be hamessed to a definite aim. Let us decide what
we \\.r:mt, and the details will follow, difficultics will disappear and
problems will be solved. Russia did it thirty years ago. Modern China
has done it. It is time we did start doing something.



HOSTELS: THEIR IMPORTANCE IN THE EDUCATION
OF YOUTH ' ‘

Swaml LOKESWARANANDA

. The prevailing system of education in India*having provcd inade-
quatc and unsuitable in many respects, a vigorous search for one calculat~
ed to satisfy her needs and aspirations better is being carried on in many
quarters. Many new types of institutions have come into being and
their advocates are vociferous in their claims as to their merits. In this
background it is pertinent to enquire what part, if any, hostcls, whether
as independent units or as adjuncts to educational institutions, can “play.

It is now widely recogniscd that students should live in close touch
with their teachers so that they may derive the full benefit of their life,
knowledge and character. Men learn from men; next to parents
teachers cxercise the utmost influence on young boys and girls. As the
influence of parents is gradually dwindling, thanks to the all-absorbing
struggle for existence which has become the lot of most parents
now-a-days, steps should be taken that the influence of teachers can be
brought to bear fully upon young children. This is why residential
institutions are becoming the vogue now-a-days. While their number
is increasing and some of them are doing very good work, the problem
of bringing about happier and closer relations between the teachers and
the taught has not been satisfactorily solved. The chicf reason why
this has not happened is that the hostels in those institutions have not
been planned in the way they ought to be. In the first place, the hostels
are too big, cach accommodating a much larger number of students than
makes possible personal and intimate relationship between teachers and
students; sccondly, as is the casc in most such institutions, tcachers live
in quarters of their own, restricting thereby their accessibility to the
students. Thus the very purpose which residential institutions arc
intended to scrve, is often defcated.

The points that emerge from the above arc : first, the number of
residential institutions should be increased, as far as possible; sccondly,
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if the institution is not residential, it should at least possess a hostel where
students may live under the dircct care of their teachers; thirdly, the
hostels, in cither case, should be small in size and offer opportunities for
teachers and students to mix on intimate terms.

Unfortunately, the importance of hostels is not yet sufficiently
recognized.  That ag a factor in the education of youth it is most potent
and should, therefore, figure prominently in any future plan of education
should be duly appreciated.  The work donc in the class-room has many
obvious limitations; the only place where these can be remedied is the
hostel.  The hostel is bound to receive more and more attention if
any scrious attempt is going to be made to remove the present deficicrcics
in ‘pducation. What is now needed is to organise it in a mamner that
it may play its part fully in moulding the character of the student,
While moulding the student’s character should be its primary concern,
it is just possible that it may have to attend to other aspects of education,
also. In bricf, it should be prepared to shoulder the responsibility to
impart to the student cducation in its entirety.

It is not necessary that the hostel should be attached to a particular
institution. Tt is perhaps better that it functions as an independent unit,
so that it may work with greater freedom. When attached to an
institution, it plays, as a matter of course, a sccondary role; but when
non attached, it may then go—in fact, will beexpected to go, beyond its
limited scope and cover the whole ficld of education. It is indeed
through such hostels that the best results of education can be got. There
are not many such hostels in the country now, but wherever there is'one,
the results achieved have been remarkable.

It hardly needs to be said that the hostel to serve its purpose needs
to be placed under the care of very capable men. Wherever possible,
the best among the teachers should be entrusted with the task of running
the hostel. Men of character, men who genuinely love students and
are ready to work for their welfare without expecting a corresponding
return in money—it is such men who should be placed in  charge of the
hostel, Here the students will live as they live at home, enjoying the
same love and care and having an equal degree of frecdom as well as
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restraint. The students would behave with the teachers as they do with
their parents, loving and being loved by them. The kind of ‘give
and take’ which teaching involves can be best carried out where relations
are such as these. The ancient Indian saying, ‘earn the truth through
humble devotion, questioning and service’ is a truism, which should now
form the guiding principle in education. It is thercfore all the more
necessary that selection of men to run the hostels should be most

o

carefully made.

Both the State and the public can take a hand in starting such hostels
all over the country, and should treat this as an integral part of any plan
they may finally accept to improve educational standards in the country.
Even men who are not professionally teachers but whose occupation
allows time to undertake this kind of job can come forward to tun such
hostels, provided of course they have the requisite qualifications. The
fact that not much in the way of resources is required to start a hostel
is an advantage which should make the idea less frightening than if a
teaching institution had to be started. The maintenance cost can be
met from the contributions from the students and the State also may
agree to help. A yet another advantage is that even one man can run
a hostel, if it is not too big. Any risk is worthwhile considering the
good it may produce, but, luckily, not much of it is involved.



FOUR PHASES OF STUDENTS' YEAR AT THE INDIAN
UNIVERSITIES

D=z, B.I Aranva, MA,, D. Lirr,
{ Profestor_of Philsophy, Banaras Hindu University |

Mot of the Indian Universitics and Collegres reopen after the
summer vacation in the month of July and hold their cxaminations in
the months of March and Apsil. Students begin their life at the univer-
sities or colleges with their admission into the various classes and depart~
mehts and end it with the anmual examinations, both the events being
extremely important for students. A close observation of students’
hfe and activities and panticipation in them for a number of years as a
teacher and a warden has revealed to the svriter that the entie year of
stodents may be mapped out in four distinet phases, namely: (1) Politi
al, (3) Social, (3) Studious and (s) Religious and cthical.  They may
be deseribed as below :

The First Phase

Political—The first pltase of students’ life at a college or university
nay be characterized as political.  Ie begins immediately after admission
to the college and hostel has been finally and satisfactorily sccured, and
tasts upto the time when the institutions close for the Durga Puja &oli-
days, ‘This is a period of discontent, grievances, complaints, organi-
zations, demands, ultimata and strikes. It is during this period that the
various elections of the office-bearers of the various students’ organiza~
tions, such as Unions, Pacliaments and Associations, are held and
campaigns for success in them are organized. In these campaigns all
sotts of propaganda for and against the standing candidates are frecly
made. Every tactic of the unhealthy public politics is used. Merits,
demerits—real, imagined and imputed—of the contending candidates
arc openly, freely and exaggeratedly pointed out in mectings held
for the purpose. Election manifestoes giving a long list of the evils
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rampant in the hostel, college or university, which the standing can-
didates intend to cradicate in casc they arce clected, arc issued and dis-
cussed and promiscs of getting the various grievances that the student
community or cven individual students may have against any authority
arc made liberally.  All the evils of party politics come into prominence
and colleges and hostels lack in a quict atmosphete for study. Every
now and then announcements of meetings, lecturts, arrival of some
party leader, or of a strike for this causc or that, arc heard on the ]oudf
speakers which arc now casily available and casily carried from place
to place. These announcements arc repeated over and ‘over again, and
those who arc not intcrested in them feel annoyed by them. Young
men and women become gramophones of their leaders’ or party’s voices,
and for the time being suspend individual thinking, and arc ruled by a
mob or group mentality. Different partics of students get linked with

the prominent political partics of the country and seck for their help in.

getting success in their own campaigns, and it is in the name of these
political partics that appeals are made to the clectorate. It is during
this period that the student community gets intenscly interested in
the politics of the country and is ready to participate in the political
programme of the most favoured party. Any political movement in
the country to overthrow the existing order and to work out some direct
action programme is bound to have active support of the student
community if it is launched during this period. The August Movement
of 1942 was hailed and joined in large numbers by students .ma'inly
because it was launched in the month of August. It is a time when
the political sense of students is at its height of functioning, when they
arc free from the worries and anxicties of admission or examination,
when they are self~conscious of their power as a community, and when
their emotions are repeatedly aroused by internal political campaigns.
The cvils -of the cxisting states of affairs—and which order is free from

evils :—are writ large in their minds, being repeatedly pointed out and
promiscd to be redressed by the seekers of power and vote. It is during
this period ‘that students are extremely sensitive and self-conscious and:

misunderstanidings .arc apt to arise between them and their professors.

{
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and wardens on insignificant and petty matters “which sometimes give
rise to serious disputes.  The authorities are never so worricd about
students as during this period.

The reasons for this period being that of mainly political activi-
ties and agitation on the part of students in gencral arc obviows. Most
of the students who have now been comfortably established in hostels
and colleges have had to pass through a long period of anxious waiting
for the examination results and for orders for admission.  Many of them
were i Jong doubts about their success; many had to undergo humilia-
tion on account of their failurc; many had to undergo disappointment
on account of low division or Jow marks which debarred them from
admission to the desired courses; many had to knock from door to door
of various departments and authoritics for getting seats in colleges and
hostels; and many had to beg of their relatiops for monctary aid for get-
ting admitted to colleges. Now when all these anxictics, worrics and
troubles are over and when seats in colleges and hostels are somchow
finally sccured, they feel relieved. There is not only a relief from anxicty,
but in accordance with the law of swing in cmotional life, known to
psychologists, there is speedy swing to the other extreme. As in maniac-
depressive psychosis, there is swift change in the entirc attitude of
students immediatcly after their comfortable cstablishment. In place
of the feeling of inferiority, of humiliation, of insccurity and of doubt,
there is a sudden realization of sceurity, superiority, strength and certain-
ty about everything. The student now feels carefree.  He thinks he is
the most important member of the University. Whereas just a few
days beforc he was an individual, suffering and solving his own problems
himsclf and in competition with others, he now suddenly realizes that
he is one of avery important and powerful fraternity whose problems
are common and who have quite different interests from those of pro-
fessors and university authoritics. Hec now identifics with his commu-
nity or party and thinks in terms of its intcrests. Students at this
stage think that they are the most important members of the university
on whose monetary contribution the university or college is being
fun. They feel superior to the staff which they regard as their servants.
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Unconsciously moved by the spirit of revenge against their parents ard
clders who scolded and rebuked them during the summer for not doing
well at their cxaminations, and against those who caused them trouble
in getting casily admitted, they are now up against all age and authority.
A careful investigation. revealed that in most cases the leaders, the revo-
lutionaries and the bullics of colleges and universitics were those who

-~

were ill-trcated at home. .

The scason. and the system of tcaching and cxamination arc also
contributing factors. During this period cither it rains or it is very hot
particularly inside the rooms. On account of rains and hcat many
inconveniences such as wild grass all around, muddy paths, leaky roofs,
stuffy atmosphere inside the room, flics, mosquitocs, fevers and. skin.
discascs, ctc., students do not find it convenient to study and to live
peacefully; annual examination$ being far off, terminal examinations not
being very important, tutosial system not being very much in vogue;
there being no monthly tests, students do not fecl a need of study. They
have plenty of time to spend somchow. Hostel, college and univer-
sity politics and even those of the country become a good pastime for
those who do not like to while away their time in playing cards or for
whom cinema is too expensive. It is rcally desirable that during this
period some constructive movement should be started by the leaders
of the country in which the student community may participate. Other-
wise a lot of national time and energy arc being wasted on destructive

act(ivities in colleges and universities.
The Second Phase

Social—This phase of the year lasts from the time of the rcopening
of the colleges and universities after the Puja or the Dipawali holidays
to the end of the X’mas Week. This period is that of the activities which
may be called constructive in a sense. The agitation, enthusiasm and
activities of the bullies, of the ambitious leaders who got elected as heads
or secretaries of the different bodies, and of the howlers, are over by this .
time. They have realized that the university, college, or hostel world
goes on as best as it could go on under the conditions which they have
come to understand in their negotiations with the various authorities,
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and they have somehow reconciled with the incvitable. Most of these
fellows go to the background in this period for Iack of the capacity
for creative and constructive work and are cclipsed by a new set of
students, namely, thosc who have natural gifts for some social, useful,
or pleasing kind of work, They arc those who can sing and dance;
who can write or speak beautifully; who can act on the stage; and
who can display some other unique quality with which nature and
nurture have favoured them. We sce them now at the time of the
anniversarics of the various associations, college days, and social gather-
ings of the various hostcl unions. In contrast to the political leaders
and bullics who are somctimes feared, sometimes cajoled, sometimes
avoided, their ereative geniuses arc admired, appreciated and loved.  They
are the heroes of the season.  They are invited to every function, which
their presence alone makes success. Whereas the herocs of the first
phase created bittemess in the atmosphere of the institution, these spread
sweetness all around.

The scason during this period is quite suitable for such activities.
It is no longer hot nor yet very cold. There is neatness, cleanliness,
brightness everywherc. The sky is clear and bright. Examinations
are not very close. Students have now finally settled and reconciled
to the conditions in which they were placed. They have realized the
evils of conflict and the advantages of cooperation with the authorities.
They have also begun to appreciate the fatter.  Various functions, social,
literary and artistic are manifestation of this cooperation. Both the
teachers and the pupils are found in this period working for the sugcess
of these functions. A number of students who lack in other kinds of
socially pleasing genjus contribute to themsclves for having done
something, by serving as volunteers.

The Third Phase

Studions—The dawn of the new calendar year and the close of the
Christmas Weck which was full of festivities, ushers in quite a new phase
in the life of the student community. Almost every student now re-
solves to care for his ensuing examination. He now acquires academic
selfconsciousness; he realizes that he has wasted his time and has not
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universities for the summer immediately after the examinations arc over.
We do not strike the iron when it is hot. Either our cducational insti- «
tutions should make cducation suited to the needs of the youth or there
will remain the discrepancy between the life of students and the idcals

of the institutions.
[ ¢

ot et st e ey

THE ORIGIN OF LIFE ON EARTH

SuASHI BHUSHAN MIsrA

<

The problem of the origin of life has lured the scientists of all ages.
The priests and clergymen of the ancient days propounded hypothetical
doctrines to illustrate the origin and one may ecasily come across in-
numerable myths based upon various speculative, sectarian belicfs of their
time. But the real scientific penctration in the matter cannot be traced
back for more than ncarly two hundred years, the impetus mainly for
a thorough enquiry being given by Lord Kclvin.

The study and nature of ferments and their action has now revcal-
ed it perfectly well and has indicated the possibility that there had been
no scrious gap between the living and the non-living. It gives us an idea -
thag the whole swarm of various varieties of animal and plant-life could
have once sprung out of completely dead material in some remote past.
But the controversy over the point of the first living variety has caused
much heated debates and though a section of people who believe in the
“Theory of Evolution’ have been able to possess a major support, they
somehow fail to provide us with any experimental justification for their
hypothesis. ’

It is believed, as the Theory of Evolution tells us, that - all the
different varieties of life on our planet owe their origin to one single
ancestor, that one single variety of life which might have originated on
Earth, might have undergone numberless stages of -Evolution, thereby
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preparing round us the present world of multi-coloured flowers and
. I

plas and the countless species of living animals,

Oppescd to this theory of Evolution stands the theory of ‘special-
creation’ stating, that the humblest type of original life must have been
dificrent for all different waricties of life preent on the Earth today,
that the first living ereature responsible for the present species of man
would have boen different from the original microbe that gave rise to
the present world of flies and birds. Tt abso propounds that the origmal
ancestors would have had their origin spontancously out of the inert
atoms of the dead material and, therefore, dis theory is sometimes also
indicated by the name of *The Theory of Spontancous Origin’”,

Leaving aside the question of validity of the two theories it is
necdssary to confirm if the ancestors, cither numerous or a single one,
were actually an outcome of the material of the Earth which, previous
to their origin, consisted of no life on itslf or they were created somehow
by the one who is held responsible for the birth of the Earth itself, the
God. Pastuer carried aut a series of genume experiments and sllustrat-
ed that no lifes could have originated out of hfcless matter.  He heated
cerain microbes and yeast cells in a test-tube and after sometime loft
them to undergo gradual change in temperature, allowing at the same
time oxygen to pass through them, thercby providing cverything neces-
saty for the composition of a life or a living matter. But cven after
anumber of days he could trace no sign of ife in the contents of the tube.
This proved 1o be a sct-back in the advance of the work which was being
crricd out to trace back to the conditions under which living speck
might have manifested ftself ont of kifeless material. It was thodght
that the Jine of advance itsclf was not truc because when the present
dircumstances are jdeal for the maintainance and propagation of life—
1o life could be encountered coming out of non-living material and
therefore it could not have sprung out in this fashion when the atmos-
phere was devoid of oxygen and when no organic compounds were
available to constitute the bodics of the living creature.  This again
created an unfathomable gap between the living and the non-living.
But Pasteur misscd the fact that the simplest living organism today possess~

s a wonderful camplexity of structure and it might have taken millions
O years for the first Jifc on Earth to have cvolved to reach that stage.
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The foregoing idea and the discovery of Radium have been res-
ponsible to solve the mystery to a very great extent. In order to proceed
with the assets which Radium proved to bz, it is worthwhile quoting
a few characteristics of living organisms as given by Professor Osbourne: <

(1) Renewal and Repair. .« |

(2) Absorption of energy and performance of work.
(3) Powers of response to changes in the environment.

)
(4) Sclf-defence from other organisms.
(s) Growth and Reproduction.

(6) Memory and Intelligence.

All these characteristics arc essential for all the existing lives, but
it is quite easy to conceive of the conditions on Earth when the first life
might have origirated and when all these qualities might not have been
necessarily present in it. The Jliving organism must have been alone
and thercfore there must not have been any question of its defending

itsclf against foreign spores. It must have started with no memory.
As the environment ‘must not have been in a process of appreciable

change, there does not arisc a question of its adapting to the change of
temperature and other natural agencies. Even at the present day we
may evidently come across varieties of living material which undergo
no difference in the environment.

Thercfore, the only threc qualitics essential for the living organism
of that day would have been their capacity to absorb food material and
the rejection of the waste products, the absorption of energy from the
consumed food, and fmally, the division of its parts and transference of
the same powecrs of locomotion ctc., to them. As it shall be evident
from the following few illustrations, these three qualitics are identically
visible in 2 number of rock-crystals also. Certain crystals arc capable
of breaking up a given mixture of a number of solutions into simpler
form, thereby accepting a portion of them for the growth of their size
and leaving the rest of them which do not fall in conformity with their
crystalline structure. The only difference between the process of absorp-
tion between the living organism and the dead crystal happens to be
that the living cells consume food material internally whercas crystals

accunu;llatc layers of necessary material from the aforesaid solutions
externaltiy,
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;
Chenical compounds such as stcam possess cormous store of
* cnergy dormant in them in the form of latent heat, which may be
encountered with at the time of its condensation,  This peculiar property
is completely in consonance with the property of the living microbes
which convert chemical compounds in their simpler forms and restore

necessary energy for their use.

There are rock crystals which do not develop in size above a cer~
tain limit and in case more material of the composition of 2 new crystal
like them is available they allow its formation, thercby :howing their
capacity of division into smaller parts and providing the same quality
to them—a characteristic conumon to living animal alone,

«* Thus we see that the chemical processes evident today are in com-
pact semblance with the qualitics of the Protobion——the first life that
might have appeared on Earth in the long past. A study of the climatic
conditions of that age reveal the possibility of their constitution to be
a jelly-like carbonaccous mass which might have necessarily been form-
ed in the warm waters of the sea and pools of the bay. This carbonace-
ous material might have started functioning becausc of certain catalysers,
ferments as they are more accuratcly known today, and the life might
have manifested itself on Earth. Catalysers or ferments are substances
which accelerate or retard the speed of a chemical reaction, themselves
only being passive witnesses in the scenc,  Such reactions in the organic
world are known as fernteneation and modern research work has shown
that it is only a continuous serics of fermentations. Thercfore, 1t follows
that some such ferment might have provided a stimulus and the Proto-
bion might have begun reacting depicting characteristics of living
organism,

The study and discovery of Radium and Radio-activity reveal the
fact that atoms of clements which were previously considered to be inert
and inactive cannot-be pronounced to be dead as thesc arc capable of
discharging ceaseless cxlcrgicg when left to themselves alone. This
imparts the facility of bridging the enormous gulf between the dead
and the living organisms. It is expected that further research work in
this direction would some day reveal life to be in the continuous serics

2
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of chemical changes in the structure and formation of Earth that atc
manifested in its rocks and mincrals.

A retrospect of the above thesis may reveal that the work in this
direction is more or less speculative as no trace or imprints of the Proto- .
bion arc to be found present in any sct of the sedimentary rocks available
to human sight today. But speculation here does not go to the extent
of fantasy and brain-web alone, it is rather based on a sc1cnt1ﬁc curiosity
and investigation going back through ages for which no experimental
history is avalhblc except pure hypothesis.



NEW EDUCATION

Pr. Gurustwax UrADHYAYA
[Ex-Headwaster, ©.H.S., Binaras & Rgistrar, Co-operative Socities, U.p]

I da not clairg. to be an educationist, bue having been invited to
write on “Education” I must comply with my friends’ request. In the
last decade of the 19th century, while studying in the school and then
the college we did know with the dominating idea of qualifying ourselves
for Government service. However, with the establishment of the
Central Hindu School in 1898 we began to hear of national education,
It"did not mean a universal education for the people, but education
for the then school-going population swith a change in the spirit and
method of teaching. We are now talking of infernational education,
which [ have called New Education.  Here the content of education
is also changed, and changed immensely, in as much as, according to
contemporary experience education is being forced upon cveryone by
the rapid increase in the range and complexity of socialand cconomic
cooperation due to the drawing together of the whole world, Under
“New Education”, Mahatma Gandhi’s Basic Education must also be
considered, as it is bound to affect India greatly.

Mr. Bertrand Russell in his book on “Education” had said that
pupils should b2 regarded as eads and nat as means.  In 2 recent article
(t have scen only its Hindi translation) he modificd his above statement
and said that he had begun to belicve in “‘Progressive education”, and
that an individual being a member of socicty must also be trained to
become uscful to the human socicty. The two world wars had convineed
him that national greatness should not be made the supreme purpose of
education, and consideration for things as much as for ourselves and
“detachment” could only teach us how to live. Hatred and violence
are the ruling passions in the present-day world. In educational insti-
tutions, not the narrow patriotism but the virtue of trusting should be
inculcated.  All that reminds onc of the teachings in Gita.

Religion and Education. Here comes the social significanice of
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religion. Krishna's Gita, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Communism
arose not as new discoverics in the field of thzology but as new ways of
life, to which law, social custom, thought and enquiry had to be
reorientated. They were all “Teachings” in essence cducational.
Secularism. cannot do without the religious flinction, it cannot banish a
rationalised devotion. Quite as much as religion dt has to present life
in an ordered series of values in which self takes a subordinate position.

A myriad religious activities are in progress at this time in the
world. They rcact upon practically all the material concerns of life
and cducation. Liberal minds conceive eduzation now a days as divested
of any cxisting religious form. Nevertheless, we realize the necessity
of some more comprehensive teaching that shall restore the declining
unity of human motives. If we cannot teach imperatives we have to
tcach aims. We have to restote unifying power to education. We
scck a “new education” to « achieve the synthesis of the new world
community. But if we are sceking to frame out a new cducation in
view of the new ways offering that open before us, we are thereby
starting rcligion ancw.

Our world is now launched upon a perpetual investigation and
innovation and its ideal of education is no longer the establishment of
a statc idcology, but the creation of a rcceptive and co-operative
alertness. For that no fixed inalterable teaching will suffice.

In the past the teaching was the teaching of tradition, and was
suited to the requirements of an age in which the end of human thought
€ - . .
was not discovery, but order, and in which knowledge was regarded
as a sct of cstablished propositions, the work of reason being to harmonize
these propositions in subordination to the authoritative doctrines of
Dharma-Shastras (the church).

Education inside the class-room

But the formal cducation has never been the whole of education.
School masters and professors are just the operators of one way of educa-
tion. Now a days the illustrated newspapers, magazines, the cinema,
changeover of advertisements build up a vision of the world in pupil’s
minds more vivid than the instruction of the class-room.  The whole
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community is now in fact its owa school. It is an unknown disciplined,
ill-planned school, but it is vocal and directive.

The normal man's mind has been rather stimulated than satisfied
by the incoherent masses of news that come to it.  They supply the
bulk of the material of a vontemporary ideology.

-, Mental training

Vyasji in the Mahabjarat has said that a nation brought up by
‘Acharyas” declines not and survives longest (Acharya Shishta ya jatish
sa divya sa ajaramara). Who is an Acharya ¢ He who goes decp into the
letter and spirit of the Shagtras” {various branches of knowledge), who
himself'is a man of character and can make of his pupils men of character,
(Aehintohi Shastrartham  achaare sthapayatyuta. Swayam acharate
yastu Acharyah prachakshate) Acharyas arc a great desideration these
days. The policy of the British Govbmment to starve the Education
(National) department has been chicfly responsible for this sad state of
affairs. ‘They arc bound to improve in the time of the National Govern-
ment. The introduction of 2 much larger number of teachers of the
right type is of primary importance. There used to be a class of teachers
whose dominating motive was service, as distinguished from the motive
of gain. The establishment and diffusion of the spirit of service are
more than cver necessary in the presence of the present growth of
knowledge and ideas.

Tt is our gravest accusation against the present day Universitics
that they will now graduate men and women who speak and write
inexactly, have no frame-work of general ideas, and think no bttter
than the school leaving youths. Language is far less important as a
means of talking about things than as a means of thinking about  thimgs,
One may o through school and college today and never be reproached
for a foolish gencralisation, an unjustifiable in presence, an unsound
conclusion. There should be a more difficult and profuonder study.

The Education needed (according to Mr. Wells)
The foundations of education arc laid in infancy, there the founda-

tions of character are laid. Parents must have a scientific knowledge of
childten’s minds, A great proportion of latter recalcitrance, dullness
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irresponsibility and even physical illnest is dne to the mlshandhng, with
the best intentions, of children’s minds.

Also there should be universal elementary teaching. That use of
language which is picked up from the cycle of folks immediately around
a child must be made finer and fuller. Betwieen five and sixtecn a child
may be given without his feeling an additional burden, a sound and
practical knowledge of one of the great world Janguages, such as
English, in addition to his mother tongue. ’

Class room work should be intensive and restricted to brief periods,
where children should meet keen, active Sad competent tcachers. In
the play rooms and play grounds the youngers should acquirc a regard
for others, civility and a habit of cooperative action. Demonstration,
cinema music and singing will pla‘y a large part in this schooling phase.

As they grow they smuld do some exemplary scientific work,
not for the sake of l\nowlcdgc but as mental exercise. The discussions
of theorics and gencralisations will be more important here than the
accumulation of facts. Far morc important than scientific knowledge
is scientific method.

Next follows the socially more important part of the task of
cducation, the establishment of a “persona’ which will lead to the service
of the race and protect the individual from social mischicf, cconomic
offenc:s, political delusions, frustrations and cvil conduct towards others.

Mr. Wells spcaks of certain foundation ideas upon which the
growing mind can be poised.  First there is the idea of man’s history
as onc whole.  Sccondly, the citizen of the world must have a sound
conception of the evolution of life.  Thirdly, he must learn the cconomic
lay out of the world as one cooperative field of enterprise.  The school
stage ought to be completed at least in the middle of teens.  Every onc
should do a vear or so of compulsory service for the statc.

Afrer, or concurrently with, the closing years of the general school
course in the middle teens, specialization will begin.  The adolescent
citizent will take up his or her technical (or professional) education. The
organtiations of great industrial enterprises are becoming interlocked
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with technical scheols, (Corgranation sehools supplying  scientific
instruction can cany on tholigh the whole career of a worker and Leep
his knowladge vyt date and eficcave, This general education wall,
of courwe, go on untd he die,

Edueation needed baccording to Mahatma  Gandhi)

The crars ﬁ\r-x:'.‘,ﬂ-dﬁnvmv texd boods s lardly a bealthy ugn
fram the cdicationad stnd ot The state should own and organise
the printing and publihmg Cof tent books, This will act as an automaric
cheddo on thar wamoensry mudnphanen, The wue oxt book for the
pepdl in hn teschens,

Teue edueation punt cartapomd to the wurroundmg arcumstances
opit bonet 3 hakhy prosth.

Rehimious mstraetion 1 at lent o necenary as seeular mstrucuon,
Mabatnay prefened o all "lane ‘Nauemal Fdocauon™ as *Rural
Navenmal Edoestion™, Ha stheme war frmopally meant for village
chddreny “Evary Bandiorsf fizs 1o be tsught vot merely mechameally as
i done todsy, but wienuficathy ™ of course, through persomal observauion
and expericnee. The enaft choen shoudd be such m educanve
posibiliies. 1Ohould find natweat poms of corrchuon wath smportant
human activitios and intererts, and should extend mto the whole content
of the ichool cnriculum,  An excellent scheme well suited to the needs
of the country vide, but ala, so far few teachers have been found to be
keen on it snd careying wtout.

T wish to make a fow personal observanons before closmg., In
our anxiety to admit as Iarge 3 number of students as possible m every
school we have sagrificed the quality of work there. As many as 40 ot
even 0 students in a clis are tahen up by a teacher. So that he Tas
no persomal associstion with them, and cannot look into their written
vork.  Arrangements should be made to double the number of teachers
in these cirammstances.

Guardians and teachers should meet more frequently (Do they meet
at ally) to understand each other’s view,

Students’ advisory committees should be formed to help in the
maintenance of discipline.
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Whatever is done for the individggl, or, by him for himself, should
have a purpose that is outside and greatér than himself but to whick

his individual life is vitally related (e.g. to society).
The subjugation of woman has done incalculable harm and they
must be given equal opportunities for education and their due position

in society.






